
1

DEVELOPMENT OF THE USSR
CHAPTER 1

Development of the USSR | Chapter 1

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE USSR, 1924-1991
This resource focuses on selected themes and issues relating to the history of the USSR from 1924 to  
1991. It considers the political, economic and social aspects of life during this period in Soviet history. It 
provides important information about life, events and changes in this period, as well as considering why 
these events and changes took place while attempting to evaluate their importance.

BACKGROUND

At the beginning of the 20th century, Russia was one of the Great Powers but in comparison with the other 
European powers it was socially, economically and politically the most underdeveloped. In terms of size it 
covered 23 million square kilometres, which represented nearly 25 per cent of the land surface of the world. 
Its population of over 150 million contained many ethnic groups with different languages, religions and 
cultures. This led to a policy of Russification and the imposition of the Russian language and culture. 

Russia was beginning to industrialise, although the agrarian sector continued to dominate the economy of the 
country. Society was beginning to become more urbanised, but over 80 per cent of the population still lived 
in rural communities, segregated from the rest of Russian society. With the majority living in poverty and with 
no civil rights and welfare benefits, the Russian people were the most oppressed and discontented people in 
Europe. This would result in three revolutions between 1905 and 1917. 

Russia`s involvement in the First World War had devastating economic and political consequences. Defeats 
on the fighting fronts, and food and fuel shortages on the domestic front led to great discontent with much 
of it aimed at the Tsar. In March 1917, Tsar Nicholas II abdicated and a Provisional Government was set 
up which was short lived as the Bolsheviks, under the leadership of Lenin, seized power in October. There 
then followed three years of bloody and destructive civil war fought between the Bolsheviks, now referred 
to as Communists, and counter-revolutionary groups. The Civil War was a victory for the Communists but a 
disaster for the country. An estimated 7.5 million people died during the famine of 1921, and millions more 
lived at starvation levels. 

In 1923, a new Constitution created the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), or Soviet Union. It 
consisted of six Republics and was controlled by communists at all levels and governed by the Politburo in 
Moscow. 

By the time of Lenin`s death in January 1924, society had undergone huge changes as the Communist Party 
set out to instil a new Soviet culture across the country. Workers gained more rights, working conditions were 
regulated, and sick pay, unemployment pay and old-age pensions were introduced. As part of Lenin`s New 
Economic Policy (NEP), the government ended the seizure of food from peasants and allowed them to sell 
any surplus produce for personal gain. 

Family life witnessed great change. Couples could marry by simply entering their names on a marriage 
register and divorce was made easy. Women gained more rights and were encouraged to secure a decent 
education and pursue careers. There was, however, less freedom in the spiritual lives of the people. The 
USSR became a secular state with no place for organised religion which was suppressed, and atheism was 
promoted in accordance with Marxist theory. However, religion was deeply ingrained in society and was 
driven underground. 
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THE RULE OF STALIN

How did Stalin achieve and maintain power in the USSR between 1924 and 1953?

The leadership contest

The death of Lenin in January 1924 began a power struggle within the Politburo for the leadership of the 
USSR. The seven members of the Politburo were divided on their views of how the USSR should be run. The 
main point of contention focused on the economic future of the country and two opposing groups emerged –

 ∙ The Rightists - led by Bukharin and supported by Rykov, Tomsky and initially Stalin - argued that 
the government should persist with Lenin`s NEP, which encouraged the peasantry to produce food 
surpluses that could be sold abroad in order to raise capital which would be invested in industry. 
Peasants would be permitted to sell some of their surplus for personal profit.

 ∙ The Left Opposition - which included Trotsky, Zinoviev and Kamenev - agreed that the USSR should 
industrialise but argued that the NEP should be abandoned, that the peasants should be forced to 
produce more food, and that they should pay more taxes in order to build more factories.

Of the seven members of the Politburo, five - Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev, Bukharin and Stalin - were 
considered as possible candidates to succeed Lenin. Owing to Lenin`s poor health in the two years 
before his death, he had little opportunity to plan his succession. There has been some suggestion that 
he favoured a form of collective leadership but left no specific instructions. In 1922, he wrote to the Party 
Congress offering his opinions about the members of the Politburo and outlining his concerns about 
the dangers of a split in membership, while citing Trotsky and Stalin as the main protagonists. Lenin`s 
observations became known as his “Testament” and, while he argued that none of the members of Politburo 
were really worthy of leadership, he was particularly harsh on Stalin:

Comrade Stalin, having become General Secretary of the Communist Party has unlimited authority… and I 
am not sure if he will be able to use that authority with sufficient caution. 

He was a little easier on Trotsky: 

Comrade Trotsky is distinguished by his outstanding ability. He is perhaps the most capable member of the 
Committee but has displayed excessive self-assurance.

Later Lenin added: 

Stalin is too rude…That is why I suggest that comrades should think of ways of removing him from his post. 

This was in direct response to Lenin hearing that his wife had been exposed to a “storm of the coarsest 
abuse” from Stalin during a debate.
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Nobody felt he [Stalin] represented any danger. For example: Zinoviev and Kamenev would not have liked to 
see Bukharin having the role of General Secretary, and Bukharin would not have liked to see Zinoviev having 
the post, and all of them agreed that they were afraid of Trotsky…but nobody seemed particularly opposed 
to the idea of Stalin having the post and that’s why it happened in the end.

[Nadezhda Ioffe, in a conversation in the 1990s recalling attitudes to Stalin. 

Her father Adolf Ioffe was Trotsky’s close friend & colleague]

However, by the time of his death, Lenin had not made any moves to remove Stalin and had not made his 
“Testament” public. 

It was assumed by many that the natural successor to Lenin would be Trotsky, often regarded as the second 
in command and, like Lenin, an intellectual, theorist and orator. In comparison, Stalin appeared to be a non-
runner in terms of personality and ability. His opponents failed to realise his true objective which allowed 
him to play on disagreement and division and turn them against each other.

Stalin`s manoeuvring began when he appeared as chief mourner at Lenin`s funeral and delivered a series of 
speeches in which he pledged himself to the tradition of the great leader. Trotsky had initially been offered the 
honour of delivering the eulogy at Lenin`s funeral but declined the opportunity and also failed to attend the 
ceremony. He was recovering from fever in the south of the country and claimed later that Stalin had given 
him the wrong date. It is now known that not only was he aware of the real date but he had enough time to 
travel and attend. Whatever his motives, Trotsky allowed Stalin to steal a massive advantage. 

In May 1924, Stalin`s position was weakened when Lenin`s “Testament” was read out to the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party. The Committee realised the potential damage that would result if 
the document was made public. The members of the Politburo had reason for suppressing the document. 
Lenin had been particularly harsh on Stalin but had also been critical of Trotsky, Kamenev and Zinoviev. The 
decision was made to mothball the document. Zinoviev sided with Stalin and convinced the Committee that 
Lenin`s fears about him were groundless. As a result Stalin, retained his position as General Secretary of the 
Party which would prove crucial in his quest for power.

Kamenev and Zinoviev joined Stalin in a political alliance with the aim of isolating, then ousting Trotsky 
who they considered to be the real threat. Party members viewed Trotsky as too self-assured in comparison 
to the more down to earth Stalin. Worse, Trotsky was considered by many as a Menshevik turncoat 
(Mensheviks were members of the non-Leninist Russian Democratic Party set up in 1903). 

A war of words followed which centred on the theories of Trotsky and Stalin: 

 ∙ “Permanent Revolution” – Trotsky and other Left-wing communists believed that world revolution 
was essential to the survival of socialism in the economically backward Soviet Union. This provoked 
concern among many in the party as to how the rest of the world might respond to this potentially 
threatening stance.

 ∙ “Socialism in One Country” – Stalin countered this by arguing that the priority was to consolidate 
Lenin`s revolution and put the USSR first by concentrating on making it so strong economically that 
capitalist countries would be too scared to attack. World revolution could wait. Stalin could now cast 
Trotsky as an enemy of the Soviet Union, whose plans for world revolution threatened its security.
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Trotsky was in no position to gain support for his proposals in either the Politburo or the Central Committee 
and, following a vote against him, he was dismissed as Commissar for War. Stalin now turned on Kamenev 
and Zinoviev. Both men had deep concerns for the economic state of the country and called for the 
abandonment of the NEP and for increased industrialisation. Kamenev and Zinoviev were Soviet Chairmen of 
Moscow and Leningrad, the country`s main industrial areas. Trotsky saw an opportunity to hang onto power 
and joined with them. Stalin used his control of the Party machine to counter them and secured the support 
of the Rightists, Bukharin, Rykov, and Tomsky, who combined to outvote the Left. Kamenev and Zinoviev were 
dismissed as Soviet Chairmen and replaced by Molotov and Kirov who were supporters of Stalin. Stalin was 
now able to wield his power and secured the expulsion of Trotsky, Kamenev and Zinoviev from the Politburo. 
Trotsky and Zinoviev were later expelled from the Communist Party. 

Stalin now turned on the Rightists. In 1928, Stalin argued that the NEP should be abandoned in favour of 
increased industrialisation which resulted in Rightist opposition. In 1929, with a majority of support in the 
Politburo, Stalin was able to force the resignation of Bukharin, Rykov and Tomsky from the Politburo.

By this time, Trotsky had been exiled from the USSR. Stalin`s victory over both Left and Right was complete. 

The `Cult of Stalin`

The basis of communism is that it is derived from the authority of the collective will of the masses yet, in 
any totalitarian state, it becomes dependent on the authority of the leader of the country. Throughout the 
1920s and the 1930s, the Soviet government created two cults of personality. One centred around Lenin, the 
other around Stalin. One was earned, the other manufactured. The cult of Lenin had been established in the 
early 1920s before his death. Lenin was uncomfortable with the use of his image for propaganda purposes, 
arguing that it was both embarrassing and unnecessary.

Lenin strongly opposed the idea of heroic worship as well as the embalming of the dead. On his death, Stalin 
seized the opportunity to make gain and saw to it that Lenin was worshiped as the hero of communism. Lenin 
appeared in newspapers and statues were built in his honour. 

The decision to embalm and display Lenin’s body was not decided immediately after his death. Stalin 
supported the embalming of Lenin’s body but Trotsky, Bukharin, Zinoviev and Lenin’s widow opposed it 
initially. Stalin was able to convince them that it was the correct thing to do in honouring Lenin. The decision 
to put Lenin’s body on permanent display was a political one which was made to emphasise the idea of 
Lenin’s continued presence. More importantly, it portrayed Stalin as the loyal devotee of Lenin and his natural 
heir. The 1920s was a period of fervent and rapid expansion of the Lenin cult, and when the mausoleum was 
eventually completed in 1930, it was portrayed by the Soviet media as one of the many triumphs of the First 
Five Year Plan.

In order to glorify, or rather, exaggerate his contribution to the Bolshevik Revolution, paintings were produced 
showing him supporting Lenin during the October Revolution, even though he was not actually involved and 
his image was superimposed on photographs of Lenin to portray their close links. The images of “enemies” 
such as Trotsky and other leading Bolsheviks were removed from official photographs. 
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A photograph of Lenin taken in 1922 had Stalin’s image 
added. The fake photograph was released in 1933. The 
photograph shows Lenin as old and tired and fading into 
the background. Stalin, on the other hand, has a relatively 
youthful appearance and is ready to succeed Lenin.

By the late 1920s, the fervent propaganda campaign to 
promote Lenin’s cult had subsided. Stalin’s plan for the 
promotion of the Lenin cult was that in time it would give way 
to his own cult. 

A painting by Grigory Shegal entitled Leader, Teacher, and 
Friend (Stalin in the Presidium of the Second Congress of 
Kolkhoz Farmer-Shock Workers in February 1935) depicts 
Lenin as being pushed to the background and consigned 
to history. The statue of Lenin is pale, lifeless and passive 
whereas Stalin is depicted as actively engaged with the 
workers as he strives to build the communist state while 
reinforcing the concept of him as “father of the peoples” of the 
Soviet Union. 

This representation of Stalin as a father figure has its origins 
in the concept of the batiushka tsar from the tsarist cult. The 
tsar was a fatherly, caring, and saintly figure with a strong 
connection to God which bonded him with his people. 

This concept was developed by the cult in order to create 
a sense of unity among the Soviet Union’s different ethnic 
groups by portraying Stalin as a trans-national leader. 

In 1939, during the celebration of Stalin’s 60th birthday, Stalin 
was lauded by the media with such phrases as “The Great 
Continuer of Lenin’s Ideas,” “The Greatest Man of our Time” 
and “The Teacher and Friend of Humanity.”

In 1943, as the Soviet army began to gain the upper hand, 
Stalin started to appear more frequently in public, and his 
erroneous image as a brilliant military strategist was formed. 
He was portrayed as a war leader wearing military uniforms 
bedecked in rows of medals and awards. The reality was that 
his generals directed the war. 

Victory over Nazi Germany in the Second World War elevated 
Stalin to new heights. He was portrayed as the “Man of 
Steel” who had saved the Soviet “motherhood” during the 
Great Patriotic War. As a reward, he promoted himself to 
“Generalissimo”.

A photograph of Lenin taken in 1922 with Stalin`s image 

added.

Public domain via Wikimedia Creative Commons;  

https://bit.ly/2vsoZTf 

A painting showing Stalin planning the defeat of the 

German armies. 

Danita Delimont / Getty Images

https://bit.ly/2vsoZTf 
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In June 1945, Stalin presided over a victory parade in Red Square, and twice yearly parades continued 
throughout the Cold War era showcasing military might and portraying Stalin as an almost godlike figure.

On December 21st 1949, the Communist Party staged a celebration in Moscow to mark Stalin`s 70th birthday, 
which was described as “something between a religious pilgrimage and an imperial triumph” by historian 
Simon Sebag Montefiore. Leaders of the communist world had assembled in Moscow to pay respect to 
Stalin, and delegates gave speeches in his honour. 

Whether the Russian people were truly taken by Stalin`s cult of personality or were too afraid or misinformed 
to criticise him, the fact remains that he continued as undisputed leader until his death in March 1953. 
Following an elaborate funeral on Red Square, his embalmed body was interred beside Lenin’s in the newly 
created Lenin-Stalin Mausoleum. Even in death, the cult had conditioned his successors to bestow upon him 
the highest possible honours though his body would eventually be removed from the mausoleum in 1961. 

The use of propaganda and censorship

Stalin`s personality cult was based on the use of propaganda, control of the media, and the use of censorship 
to drive out all elements of criticism and opposition. Writers, artists, and filmmakers were directed to follow 
the policy of “Socialist Realism” and portray ordinary working people while offering a clear, optimistic 
message. If cult status was not enough to get people to conform, then there was the use or terror.
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Propaganda permeated all aspects of life: 

 ∙ Wall posters with bold, simplified designs were widely used, and the visual effect had a powerful impact 
on the largely illiterate peasantry.

 ∙ Imposing statues, monuments, and portrait busts were installed across the country, portraying Stalin 
as the father and protector of the nation.

 ∙ Art was manipulated as a means of projecting the ideal vision of life in the USSR. Stalin issued paintings 
and sculptures of heroic and romantic agricultural and industrial workers toiling cooperatively for the 
common good. As a result, art became stifled and mundane, idealist rather than realist. There was no 
art for art`s sake, it had to serve the construction of socialism.

A poster from 1931 which reads - With shock labour 

we will ensure prompt delivery of the giants of the Five 

Year Plan.

Unable to trace copyright. Please contact us if you 

are the copyright holder

A poster of 1929 entitled Towards the collective.  

Image by @mrtngrsbch / CC BY 2.0  

A sculpture by Vera Mukhina entitled Worker and Kolkhoz Woman, 1937. 

Image by Limitchik / CC BY-SA 3.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/85987067@N00/438851829
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Worker_and_Kolkhoz_Woman.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
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 ∙ The Russian Association of Proletarian Writers (RAPP) was created in 1925 with the purpose of 
scrutinising all publications of books to ensure that they followed the official communist line. 

 ∙ Films were commissioned by the government for propaganda purposes. Alexander Nevsky was 
produced in 1938 and, though set in the 13th century, it was designed to raise morale and patriotism 
when war with Nazi Germany was imminent. Girl No. 217 was produced in 1945 as an anti-German 
film drama. It depicts a young Russian peasant girl captured and sold to a cruel German family. She 
is robbed of her identity and forced to answer to number 217.

 ∙ Music was of particular interest to Stalin. He claimed that he could instantly recognise socialist music 
and how important it was in inspiring the workers. The composer Shostakovich wrote his seventh 
symphony during the siege of Leningrad in 1941 depicting the heroic struggle of the people. Proletarian 
musicians renounced western music, referring to it as the “catastrophe of capitalism”, and jazz was 
deemed to be decadent and the music of “bourgeois eroticism”.

 ∙ Propaganda was aimed particularly at children as Stalin recognised the importance of shaping young 
minds from an early age. They were taught to venerate Stalin as the provider of all things and how 
he and not their parents would guide and protect them in life. In 1932, he introduced a more rigid 
education system that made attendance compulsory, enforced tougher discipline, and brought back 
formal examinations which had been banned by Lenin. Only textbooks that had been approved by the 
government could be used, and all books had to extol the virtues of Stalin. He wrote his own extracts 
portraying himself as the hero of the Revolution and comparing himself with historical figures such as 
Peter the Great. Despite the rigidity of the system, literacy and numeracy levels were greatly improved. 

 ∙ Youth organisations were set up on the lines of the Hitler Youth in Germany. Young people would join 
the Octobrists and would graduate to the Young Pioneers and then the Komsomol. Young people 
were taught total obedience to Stalin and were encouraged to be the eyes and ears of the Communist 
Party and inform on anyone with “bourgeois Tendencies”. There was a well-known but fabricated 
story of thirteen year old Pavlik Morozov who denounced his own father and was murdered along 
with his brother by members of his family. He was portrayed as a martyr and his family were branded 
kulaks and reactionaries. 

Stalin and children poster from the 1930s. 

Unable to trace copyright. Please contact us if you are the copyright 

holder 
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 ∙ Pravda and Isvestiya were official Soviet newspapers and were sold at a minimum cost and widely 
circulated, though they offered little in the way of actual news. They were broadsheets of expressed 
views and opinions, and all articles had to mention Stalin`s greatness. 

 ∙ Radio stations were controlled by the government. People were ordered to hand over radios which 
were exchanged for government issue sets. These had limited reception and so stopped people 
from tuning into foreign stations such as the BBC. Loudspeakers were placed in communal areas to 
broadcast information.

 ∙ The main Soviet censorship body, Glavit, aimed to eliminate all forms of undesirable printed materials 
meaning that they failed to deliver the official Party line. Books were censored, and between 1930 and 
1932, libraries lost 60 per cent of their stock. 

 ∙ Exhibits for art galleries had to be vetted, and films, plays and ballets were often withdrawn.

 ∙ Organised religion posed a threat to Stalin`s personality cult, and as a result, he continued the attack on 
religions. Churches were closed down, and religious leaders were imprisoned or exiled. In 1924, Stalin 
established the League of Militant Atheists whose aim was to turn people away from religion. There 
was widespread opposition, especially in the countryside, and peasants who objected were branded as 
“Kulaks” and had their property seized.

 ∙ Stalin introduced a new constitution in 1936 which he described as “the most democratic in the world”. 
All citizens of the USSR were granted basic civil rights, and freedoms of thought, the press, religion 
and assembly were guaranteed – on paper. There was no mention of the role, powers and crucially, 
limitations of the Party meaning that Stalin could rule without constraint.

 

The use of control and terror

Having secured power, Stalin spent the rest of his life maintaining it. Initially, any “suspects” had their Party 
membership cards confiscated which meant expulsion from the Party with the loss of employment, homes, 
and food rations. 

Stalin eliminated opponents mainly by the use of purges. The purges began in 1932, when Martemyan 
Ryutin and up to twenty of his associates, which included members of the Right Opposition, were arrested 
for stirring up subversive activity. They were put on trial and expelled from the Party. Ryutin, even though an 
official in the Central Committee, could have been executed. Instead, a group apparently led by Sergei Kirov, 
the popular secretary of the Leningrad Soviet, voted against the execution, and Ryutin was exiled (he was 
executed in 1937 as part of the Great Purge). Between 1933 and 1934, upwards of a million members of the 
Party were expelled on the grounds that they were “Ryutinites”. 

From 1934, he began the systematic removal of opponents, beginning with Party members and colleagues 
who he thought posed a threat either real or imagined. 
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On December 1st 1934, Kirov was assassinated outside his office. The circumstances surrounding the 
incident are cloaked in mystery and controversy. There is no doubt that Kirov`s killer was Leonid Nikolaev. 
One version was that he was motivated by anger, having been expelled from the Party for “displaying a poor 
attitude” along with the rumour that his wife was having an affair with Kirov. Another version is that Stalin 
used Nikolaev as a dupe as part of his master plan to eliminate other rivals. However, investigations in the 
1960s by Khrushchev and later in the 1980s by Gorbachev found nothing to prove any direct involvement by 
Stalin. Whatever the truth, Stalin seized the moment. On the same day, he passed the Decree against terrorist 
acts which was followed by a purge of the Party and a large scale round up of suspects who were imprisoned 
or executed. 

Those arrested included high profile figures such as Kamenev and Zinoviev. The purge of prominent figures is 
exemplified by the treatment of many of the delegates of the Party Congress of 1934:

 ∙ 1108 of the 1996 delegates were executed over the next three years.

 ∙ 98 of the 139 elected delegates of the Central Committee were put to death over the next few years.

The more important Party members, after arrest by the NKVD, were put on trial where the press were invited 
and maximum, world-wide attention obtained. The first of the so called “show trials” began in August 1936, 
when Kamenev and Zinoviev, along with others, confessed to being members of a group, led by Trotsky, who 
conspired to murder Stalin and other party leaders. The defendants were found guilty and shot. 

In the biggest of the show trials in March 1938, Bukharin and Rykov, along with others, were accused and 
confessed to being members of a “Trotskyist-Rightist” group intent on wrecking industry as well as aiding 
foreign spies. All were found guilty and shot. Tomsky, who was also implicated, committed suicide. 

Many of the confessions obtained appeared farcical and were the result of torture, threats to families and, in 
some instances, loyalty to the Party.

In June 1937, Marshall Mikhail Tukhachevsky, together with a group of high ranking army officers, was found 
guilty at a closed trial of involvement in a German backed plot within the Red Army. This triggered Stalin`s 
decision to eliminate virtually the entire high command of the military, which was mostly down to his paranoia 
rather than any plot or coup. In terms of percentages, the senior ranks experienced the most losses, but 
numerically, the bulk of the victims were subordinates. Estimates of the death toll range from between 15 and 
30 thousand. In addition, over 1.8 million Red Army prisoners of war liberated at the end of the Second World 
War were sent to gulags and branded cowards and traitors. 

Stalin`s purge of the military was a defining moment of the Great Terror, a ruthless campaign of mass 
arrests, trials and executions that impacted on every section of society. The incidence was especially high 
amongst the middle and lower classes and particularly the kulaks.

The atmosphere of fear conditioned the way people lived their lives. Almost 20 percent of the population 
was arrested during the Terror, and the vast majority of families in the Soviet Union experienced the loss of 
a family member. The instrument of fear was the NKVD, which operated in squads arresting and executing 
their victims. These would include anyone who criticised Stalin and his regime along with workers and factory 
managers who failed to reach their targets. The NKVD was given quotas, wives of arrested husbands were 
advised to divorce them, and children were forced to denounce their parents. People settled old scores by 
informing on others to the NKVD, and workers reported their bosses as a means of gaining their positions.
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Arrests and executions were performed outside of the USSR. In Spain, thousands of Trotskyites and 
anarchists were executed, and in Poland, leading members of the Polish Communist Party were imprisoned 
or killed. On August 20th 1940, Trotsky was assassinated by Ramon Mercader, a Spanish Communist who 
plunged an ice-pick into his head.

Those who were not executed were sent to forced labour camps or gulags situated in remote regions like 
Siberia, the Urals, and northern Kazakhstan. The average sentence was ten years but because of the appalling 
conditions and lack of food, for most “zeks” it amounted to a death sentence. 

Between 1929, when the gulags first appeared, and 1953, the year of Stalin’s death, some 18 million people 
passed through them. In addition, a further 6 or 7 million people were deported, not to camps but to exile 
villages. In total, the number of people with some experience of imprisonment in Stalin’s Soviet Union could 
have run as high as 25 million, about 15 per cent of the population.

The Gulag was conceived in order to transform human matter 
into a docile, exhausted, ill-smelling mass of individuals living 
only for themselves and thinking of nothing else but how to 
appease the constant torture of hunger, living in the instant, 
concerned with nothing apart from evading kicks, cold and ill 
treatment.

Jacques Rossi, a French-Polish writer who wrote about his experiences in a gulag

Labouring in a gulag

FL Historical Z / Alamy Stock Photo
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