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Unit 2
Part A Judaism - Core beliefs, teachings and practices

Beliefs

The Covenant

Abrahamic Covenant

Genesis 12:1-3

The call of Abram

12 The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the 

land I will show you.

2 ‘I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 

blessing.

3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 

blessed through you.’

Genesis 17:6-8

6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7 I will establish 

my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the 

generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 8 The whole land of 

Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your 

descendants after you; and I will be their God.’

Genesis 17:11-14

11 You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 For the 

generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised, including those 

born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner – those who are not your offspring. 13 

Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in 

your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in 

the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.’
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Mosaic Covenant

Exodus 3:11-15

11 But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’

12 And God said, ‘I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: when you 

have brought the people out of Egypt, you[a] will worship God on this mountain.’

13 Moses said to God, ‘Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me 

to you,” and they ask me, “What is his name?” Then what shall I tell them?’

14 God said to Moses, ‘I am who I am.[b] This is what you are to say to the Israelites: “I am has sent me to 

you.”’

15 God also said to Moses, ‘Say to the Israelites, “The Lord,[c] the God of your fathers – the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob – has sent me to you.”

Practices

Jewish identity

Exodus 12:14

14 ‘This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival 

to the Lord – a lasting ordinance.
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Part B
Theme 1: Issues of Relationships:  Content from a Jewish 
perspective.

Relationships

Deuteronomy 24:1-4

24 If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent 

about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, 2 and if 

after she leaves his house she becomes the wife of another man, 3 and her second husband dislikes her 

and writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house, or if he dies, 4 then her 

first husband, who divorced her, is not allowed to marry her again after she has been defiled. That would 

be detestable in the eyes of the Lord. Do not bring sin upon the land the Lord your God is giving you as 

an inheritance.

Exodus 20:14

14 You shall not commit adultery.

Sexual relationships

Leviticus 18:22

22 Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable.

Leviticus 20:13

13 If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have done what is 

detestable. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.

Issues of equality: gender prejudice and discrimination
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Part B
Theme 2: Issues of Human Rights: Content from a Jewish 
perspective.

Human Rights and Social Justice

Genesis 1:26-27

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish 

in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,[a] and over all the creatures 

that move along the ground.’

27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 

created them.

Prejudice and discrimination

Mishnah Sanhedrin 4.5b

https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Sanhedrin.4.5?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en

Therefore, humans were created singly, to teach you that whoever destroys a single soul [of Israel], 

Scripture accounts it as if he had destroyed a full world; and whoever saves one soul of Israel, Scripture 

accounts it as if she had saved a full world. And for the sake of peace among people, that one should not 

say to his or her fellow, “My parent is greater than yours;” and that heretics should not say, “There are 

many powers in Heaven.” Again, to declare the greatness of the Holy One, blessed be God, for one stamps 

out many coins with one die, and they are all alike, but the King, the King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be 

God, stamped each person with the seal of Adam, and not one of them is like his or her fellow. Therefore 

each and every one is obliged to say, “For my sake the world was created.” And lest you say, “What do we 

need with this trouble?” Has it not already been said, “He being a witness, whether he has seen or known, 

if he does not utter it...” (Leviticus 5:1). And should you say, “What need is there for us to be responsible 

for the blood of this one?” Surely it is said, “And when the wicked perish, there is joy” (Proverbs 11:10).

https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Sanhedrin.4.5?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
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J. Core

https://www.jcore.org.uk/

Issues of wealth and poverty

Maimonides’ Eight Levels of Charity

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/45907/jewish/Eight-Levels-of-Charity.htm

Tzedek

http://tzedek.org.uk/

https://www.jcore.org.uk/
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/45907/jewish/Eight-Levels-of-Charity.htm
http://tzedek.org.uk/

