
GCSE

WJEC GCSE 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Sources of Wisdom and Authority
Unit 2 & 3 Islam

GCSE



1

Islam

Islam

Islamic - Core beliefs, teachings and practices

References come from The Qur’an: English meanings and notes by Saheeh International

Beliefs

Prophethood (Risalah)

Qur’an 2:136

Say, [O believers], We have believed in Allah and what has been revealed to us and what has been revealed 

to Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the Descendants [al-Ashat] and what was given to 

Moses and Jesus and what was given to the prophets from their Lord.  We make no distinction between 

any of them, and we are Muslims [in submission] to Him.

Qur’an 2:87

And We did certainly give Moses the Scripture [i.e. the Torah] and followed up after him with messengers.  

And We gave Jesus, the son of Mary, clear proofs and supported him with Pure Spirit [i.e. the angel 

Gabriel].  But is it [not] that every time a messenger came to you, [O Children of Israel], with what your 

souls did not desire, you were arrogant?  And a party [of messengers] you denied and another party you 

killed.

Practices

Muslim identity and Ummah

Qur’an 3:18

Allah witnesses that there is no deity except Him, and [so do] the angels and those of knowledge – [that 

He is] maintaining [creation] in justice.  There is no deity except Him, the Exalted in Might’, the Wise.

Qur’an 2:190

Fight in the way of Allah those who fight against you but do not transgress.  Indeed, Allah does not like 

transgressors.
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Qur’an 22:39

Permission [to fight] has been given to those who are being fought, because they were wronged.  And 

indeed, Allah is competent to give them victory.

Part B
Theme 1: Issues of Relationships from an Islamic perspective

Relationships

Hadith Sahih Bukhari 9:89:252

https://sunnah.com/urn/67080

Allah’s Messenger said, “Surely! Everyone of you is a guardian and is responsible for his charges: The 

Imam (ruler) of the people is a guardian and is responsible for his subjects; a man is the guardian of his 

family (household) and is responsible for his subjects; a woman is the guardian of her husband’s home 

and of his children and is responsible for them; and the slave of a man is a guardian of his master’s 

property and is responsible for it. Surely, everyone of you is a guardian and responsible for his charges.”

Qur’an 30:21

And of His signs is that he created for you from yourselves mates that you may find tranquillity in them; 

and He placed between you affection and mercy.  Indeed in that are signs for a people who give thought.

Qur’an 4:35

And if you fear dissension between the two, send an arbitrator from his people and an arbitrator from her 

people.  If they both desire reconciliation, Allah will cause it between them.  Indeed, Allah is ever Knowing 

and Aware.

Qur’an 4:128-130

128 And if a woman fears from her husband contempt or evasion, there is no sin upon them if they make 

terms of settlement between them – and settlement is best.  And present in [human] souls is stinginess.  

But if you do good and fear Allah – then indeed Allah is ever, of what you do, Aware.

129 And you will never be able to be equal [in feeling] between wives, even if you strive [to do so].  So do 

https://sunnah.com/urn/67080
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not incline completely [toward one] and leave another hanging.  And if you amend [your affairs] and fear 

Allah – then indeed, Allah is ever Forgiving and Merciful.

130 But if they separate [by divorce], Allah will enrich each [of them] from His abundance.  And ever is 

Allah Encompassing and Wise.

Qur’an 2:229

Divorce is twice. Then [after that], either keep [her] in an acceptable manner or release [her] with good 

treatment. And it is not lawful for you to take anything of what you have given them unless both fear that 

they will not be able to keep [within] the limits of Allah. But if you fear that they will not keep [within] the 

limits of Allah, then there is no blame upon either of them concerning that by which she ransoms herself. 

These are the limits of Allah, so do not transgress them. And whoever transgresses the limits of Allah – it 

is those who are the wrongdoers [i.e., the unjust].

Sexual relationships

Qur’an 17:32

And do not approach unlawful sexual intercourse.  Indeed, it is ever an immorality and is evil as a way.

Qur’an 7:80-81

80 And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people, “Do you commit such immorality as no one has 

preceded you with from among the worlds [i.e., peoples]?

81 Indeed, you approach men with desire, instead of women. Rather, you are a transgressing people.

Issues of equality: gender, prejudice and discrimination

Qur’an 2:228

Divorced women remain in waiting [i.e., do not remarry] for three periods, and it is not lawful for them 

to conceal what Allah has created in their wombs if they believe in Allah and the Last Day. And their 

husband have more right to take them back in this [period] if they want reconciliation. And due to them 

[i.e., the wives] is similar to what is expected of them, according to what is reasonable. But the men [i.e., 

the husbands] have a degree over them pin responsibility and authority] And Allah is Exalted in Might and 

Wise.
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Qur’an 40:40

Whoever does an evil deed will not be recompensed except by the like thereof; but whoever does 

righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a believer – those will enter Paradise, being given 

provision therein without account.

Qur’an 4:1

O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created from it its mate and dispersed 

from both of them many men and women. And fear Allah, through whom you ask one another, and the 

wombs. Indeed Allah is ever over you, an Observer.

Part B
Theme 2: Issues of Human Rights from an Islamic perspective

Human Rights and Social Justice

Qur’an 5:32

Because of that, We decreed upon the Children of Israel that whoever kills a soul unless for a soul or for 

corruption [done] in the land – it is as if he had slain making entirely. And Our messengers had certainly 

come to them with clear proofs. Then indeed many of them, [even] after that, throughout the land, were 

transgressors.

Prejudice and discrimination

Qur’an 49:13

O Mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and made you peoples and tribes that 

you may know one another.  Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of 

you.  Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Aware.

Qur’an 5:8

O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm for Allah, witnesses in justice, and do not let he 

hatred of a people prevent you from being just. Be just; that is nearer to righteousness. And fear Allah; 

indeed, Allah is [fully] Aware of what you do. 
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Issues of wealth and poverty

Qur’an 2:177

Righteousness is not that you turn you faces towards the east or the west, but [true] righteousness is 

[in] one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the prophets and gives wealth, in 

spite of love for it, to relatives, orphans, the needy, the traveller, those who ask [for help], and for freeing 

slaves; [and who] establishes prayer and gives zakah; [those who] fulfil their promise when they promise; 

and [those who] are patient in poverty and hardship and during battle. Those are the ones who have been 

true, and it is those who are righteous. 


