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To what extent does Source C accurately explain the contribution made by women during the Second 
World War?

What does the source tell us? Add your contextual knowledge to test accuracy
• Women worked in factories.
• Physical work – using machinery.
• Three times as many women in the factory as men “40 women/dozen men”.
• Long hours “missed the day altogether”.

• Conscription for war work for women from Dec 1941.
• By 1943, 17m women were either in forces or in essential war work.
• 57% of jobs in factories were occupied by women.
• Long hours – 12 hour shifts were common.
• Not just factory work. By 1944 there were 450,000 women in armed services.

Attribution: Who wrote it? When?
A young woman who worked in a factory. Describing her day in 1943.

Reliability and accuracy strengths Reliability and accuracy limitations
She describes fairly accurately the contribution that she and other women made.
By 1943, this would have been a common experience for a lot of women – 17m in 
work.

She is only describing what she is doing at that time. War has been going on since 
1939 so no detail of women’s contribution up to this point.
She is only writing based on her own experience. Other women contributed in very 
different ways, for example serving in forces.
It is not a representative account. As a young woman, her contribution would have 
been different from women who were married and had children.
She may be exaggerating how many women are working in the factory – she 
estimates almost 80% female. In reality, it was 57%.  

Overall  judgement linked to question
The source does accurately explain contribution to the war effort made by women, in particular the work in factories. However, the source is limited in scope as it fails 
to acknowledge the wider contribution made by women, due to the fact that the author only has her experiences to draw upon.


