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Suggested Frameworks for Delivery 

At WJEC Eduqas we acknowledge that the Sociology GCSE qualification will be 
delivered in a variety of contexts. With this in mind, a ‘one size fits all’ approach is not 
possible. In addition, this GCSE is now linear, to be delivered over a two-year period 
and there is no prescribed order for the delivery of components and/or areas of 
study. Decisions of this sort must be left to the professional judgement of teachers. It 
is up to the teacher/department to decide how to present the course, but it is 
emphasized that all aspects must be studied. 

Following are example outlines for schemes of learning, which provide suggestions 
as to how the course may be delivered. It is hoped that teachers will find these 
frameworks helpful and adaptable to their own particular context. 

Suggested  Outline  Framework for Component 1:   Understanding Social Processes 

Component 1 constitutes 50% of the GCSE qualification. The scheme of learning 
proposed below is intended as a guide based on two hours of Sociology per week 
over 70 hours in an academic year. The recommendation is that the whole of the 
course is taught. 

THEME 1 

INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY – KEY 
CONCEPTS AND PROCESSES OF CUTURAL 
TRANSMISSION 

14 hours 

THEME 2 

FAMILIE 

20 hours 

THEME 3 

SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH METHODS 

10 hours 

THEME 4 

EDUCATION 

20 hours 

REVISION 

2 hours 

MOCK EXAM AND REVIEW 

4 hours 

Resources proposed here are suggestions only. It is recommended that teachers 
preview the material and decide for themselves if it is appropriate for their students. 

It is also important to try to make connections across the specification, where 
appropriate. For example, it is expected that the themes of socialisation, social control 
and nature versus nurture are recurring. In addition, understanding of sociological 
theory in one topic area will support the understanding of theory in other topic areas. 
An understanding of research methods should be applied critically across all topic 
areas where appropriate. 



Suggested Outline Framework for Component   2:: Understanding Social Structures  

Component 2 constitutes 50% of the GCSE qualification. The scheme of learning 
proposed below is intended only as a guide based on two hours of Sociology per week 
over 70 hours in an academic year. The recommendation is that the whole of the 
course is taught. 

THEME 1 

SOCIAL DIFFERENTIATION AND 
STRATIFICATION 

26 hours 

THEME 2 

APPLIED METHODS OF 
SOCIOLOGICAL ENQUIRY 

10 hours 

THEME 3 

CRIME AND DEVIANCE 

20 hours 

THEME 4 

REVISION COMPONENT 1 

8 hours 

REVISION 

2 hours 

MOCK EXAM AND REVIEW 

4 hours 

Resources proposed here are suggestions only. It is recommended that teachers 
preview the material and decide for themselves if it is appropriate for their students. 

It is also important to try to make connections across the specification, where 
appropriate.  For example, it is expected that the themes of socialisation, social control 
and nature versus nurture are recurring. In addition an understanding of sociological 
theory in one topic area will support the understanding of theory in other topic areas. 
An understanding of research methods should be applied critically across all topic 
areas where appropriate. 

Assessment should be formative and engaging. Teachers should be encouraged to 
consider assessment in the contexts of 'why' and 'how' not just 'what.'  Where possible, 
try to use the same or a similar format to the questions that will appear on the terminal 
examinations. Sharing mark schemes with students is very helpful to them. 




