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GCSE English Language   

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT 

Component 1: 20th Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose Writing 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 
40% of qualification 
 
Section A (20%) – Reading 
Understanding of one prose extract (about 60-100 lines) of literature from the 20th 
century assessed through a range of structured questions 
 
Section B (20%) – Prose Writing 
One creative writing task selected from a choice of four titles 
 
Component 2: 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction Reading and 
Transactional/Persuasive Writing 
Written examination: 2 hours 
60% of qualification 
 
Section A (30%) – Reading  
Understanding of two extracts (about 900-1200 words in total) of high-quality non-fiction 
writing, one from the 19th century, the other from the 21st century, assessed through a 
range of structured questions 
 
Section B (30%) – Writing 
Two compulsory transactional/persuasive writing tasks 
 
Component 3: Spoken Language 
Non-exam assessment  
Unweighted 
 
One presentation/speech, including responses to questions and feedback 
 
Achievement in Spoken Language will be reported as part of the qualification, but it will 
not form part of the final mark and grade. 
 

 
This linear qualification will be available in the summer and November series 
each year.  It will be awarded for the first time in summer 2017. 
 
 

Qualification Accreditation Number: 601/4505/5 
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WJEC Eduqas GCSE English Language as a one-year course 

It's now a condition of funding that students who haven't achieved a C or grade 4 
pass in GCSE English Language are required to re-sit the qualification as part of any 
post-compulsory full-time education course they join.  We believe the WJEC Eduqas 
GCSE English Language qualification is one which will help the full range of these 
students on one-year courses fulfil their potential. 
 

Skills-based assessment 

There is little more likely to reinforce weak performance than making students 
already demoralised by their GCSE result cover old ground using materials with 
which they are already familiar. However, the assessment in the reformed GCSE is 
now only of skills.  There is no specified reading content, and there are no set texts.  
This gives teachers of re-sit classes the opportunity to introduce resources and 
materials which their students haven't seen before.   
 

Eduqas's fresh approach 

The free online resources we offer, along with the sample and past papers we 
provide for practice and mock examinations, will  help pupils to make a fresh start, 
motivating even the most demoralised. 
 

Similarities between specifications 

The ways all four exam boards have chosen to approach the assessment are 
broadly similar, and the skills required and the assessment objectives are the same.  
Therefore, whatever board's examination the student has attempted, the basic 
principles will be familiar.  This will save valuable time in a year of only 32 weeks' 
teaching. 
 
In addition the spoken language endorsement is common to all boards and the 
previous result for it, if they have previously sat the new qualification, may be carried 
forward whichever specification a student has worked to in the past. 
 

No units, no internal assessment 

The reformed GCSE English Language is linear.  All the assessment is at the end of 
the course.  There is also no coursework or controlled task (unless the students 
haven't completed the Spoken Language endorsement).  This means that all 32 
weeks of the course may be used to develop the reading and writing skills which will 
be needed to ensure that the student achieves his or her full potential. 
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WJEC's long tradition of assessing reading and writing skills in this format 

The division of assessment into distinct creative and transactional papers, both 
assessing reading and writing, was a feature of WJEC assessment for many years 
until 2011.  This means that alongside the sample assessment materials, the 
additional sample papers and the 2017 exams, there is a wealth of past papers 
which may be used for the development of reading and writing skills.  
 

Free online resources 

Our resources website contains a large number of teaching materials and interactive 
resources which will help teachers help their students.  These include numerous 
units of work based around the examination papers, a bank of 19th and 21st century 
texts giving practice in the skills of reading such as evaluation and synthesis, and 
Text Tool, which makes the creation of reordering, annotation and cloze exercises 
easy.  We also have a set of KS3 teaching and assessment materials which may be 
used to reinforce key skills in the first weeks of teaching. 
 

Free exam review tools 

We provide two free tools to help you review the exam and improve students' 
performance in the future.  Exam Results Analysis (ERA) allows you to compare 
your students' performance, both with each other and with overall achievement 
across the whole entry.  Online Exam Review (OER) puts a number of exemplar 
responses to the previous year's assessment in an interactive format, allowing your 
students to annotate and assess them before providing the principal examiner's 
comments and mark. 
 

And finally – direct access to our subject team 

At WJEC we are proud of the service we offer to teachers.  The most important 
element in this is our subject officer, Nancy Hutt.  She is a former teacher and a 
subject expert, always ready with an answer to your questions. She may be 
contacted directly by phone or email for quick and friendly support and advice.  
Similarly our subject support officers are there to help with administrative queries. 
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Key features  

• Extensive range of marked exemplar responses with helpful comments from senior 
examiners on our Online Exam Review website 

• Our subject specialists are English experts and have been teachers themselves 
• Direct phone and email contact with our subject specialists- no call centres 
• Free Eduqas Digital Resource website with teacher notes and classroom ready 

activities for a range of skills and content 
• KS3 resources to introduce and embed the skills required at KS4 
• 'Text Tools' resources to develop a range of activities with any of the texts you are 

studying 
• Assessment is positive and examiners are trained at face to face meetings to look for 

and reward all valid responses. 
• Our 'long tariff' questions are worth 10 marks making time management more 

straightforward 
• Our AO2 ('how'?) questions do not isolate a single device or technique, such as 

structure, allowing students to select the techniques they find most appropriate to 
how the writer has created meaning. 

• Students can apply the techniques they find in the reading sections to their own 
writing in the writing sections. 

• Line numbered narrative on Component 1 makes the text accessible to all students 
• Students are given a range of choices for creative prose writing  
• Our non-fiction writing tasks have realistic contexts that students can relate to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://oer.wjec.co.uk/
http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=11&lvlId=0
http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=837
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Possible scheme of work 

Possible long term course plans 

PLAN 3: ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN ONE YEAR 

TERM 

Autumn 1 Component 1 Reading and Analysing 20th Century Prose 
• Use 20th century literary extracts to introduce key skills such as: 
• Exploring explicit and implicit meaning 
• Selecting apt evidence/information and relevant subject terminology 
• Commenting, explaining and analysing the craft of the writer 
• Making evaluative judgements on texts 
AO1, AO2, AO4 

Autumn 2 Component 1 Writing Prose 
Look at the features of prose wriitng such as: 
• Openings/endings 
• Plot and characterisation 
• Developing tension/pace 
• Appropriate narrative devices 
Include opportunities for developing accurate grammar, spelling and 
punctuation 
AO5, AO6 

Spring 1 Component 2 Reading and Analysing 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction 
Use extracts/texts from 19th and 21st century non-fiction writing to develop 
key skills 
such as: 
• Exploring explicit and implicit meaning 
• Selecting apt evidence/information and relevant subject terminology 
• Commenting, explaining and analysing the craft of the writer 
• Making evaluative judgements on texts 
• Selecting and synthesising information from two texts 
• Comparison of content/ideas and how these are conveyed 
AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4 
Component 3 Spoken Language Study 
Preparation for, and completion of, individual presentation 

 
AO = Assessment Objective 
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Possible long term course plans 

PLAN 3: ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN ONE YEAR 

TERM 

Spring 2 Component 2 Writing Non-Fiction 
Look at the features of transactional/persuasive writing such as: 
• Purpose, audience,format and tone 
• Apt use of vocabulary and techniques to develop point of view/argument 
etc. 
• Organisation and struture of non-fiction writing 
Practise writing for real-life contexts in, for example, letters, articles, 
reviews, speeches, 
reports 
Include opportunities for developing accurate grammar, spelling and 
punctuation 
AO5, AO6 

Summer 1 Component 1 
Reading/Writing Prose Revision 
AO1, AO2, AO4, AO5, AO6 
Component 2 
Reading/Writing Non-fiction Revision 
AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4, AO5, AO6 

Summer 2 Examinations 
 
AO = Assessment Objective 
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To find out more, please contact Nancy Hutt, the subject officer. 
 
Telephone 029 2026 5023 
Email  gcseenglish@eduqas.co.uk 
 
www.eduqas.co.uk/english 
 

mailto:gcseenglish@eduqas.co.uk
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/english



