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Analysing Text Messages

Objective: To be able to analyse the way that we adapt our use of language in text 
messaging

Use the printable resource – Text messages starter activity

Teacher note: This is an extract from a 19th Century love letter.  Pupils could discuss the 
language choices and link to Language Change, exploring how feelings are conveyed and 
shared differently these days.

Language choices

Use the interactive resource – Language choices

Teacher note: Students may want to look through messages they have sent and received 
over the last couple of days to aid in discussion and help them to recognise common 
features of text messages.

Analysis – Text in context

Use the interactive resource – Analysis – Text in context

Teacher note: Have students annotate the text either using the printable resource or the 
front of class resource before showing them the suggested response.

Analysis of language in context

Use the printable resource – Analysis of language in context

Teacher note: Give each group one of the text threads to analyse – they can then feed 
back to the class.  These are transformations of classic literary texts into text messages – 
do not tell students this and see if they can guess. 

Analysing your own language use

Use the printable resource – Analysing your own language use

Teacher note: Give students the task sheet and have them analyse their own text 
messages.



Text Messages - Teacher Notes

English in the 21st Century

© WJEC CBAC LTD 2017

Possible creative writing task

Teacher note: An idea for a creative writing task could include:

• Ask students to choose a literary text/film plot that they are familiar with.
• Rewrite a famous scene/key event as a message thread.
• Annotate their language use to show how they have adapted their choices to suit the 

form of text messages.

Texting – Language concepts and issues

Use the interactive resource – Texting – Language concepts and issues

Teacher note: The statements in the interactive resource have been taken from studies 
and news articles on texting.  Students could discuss them in groups. In the resource they 
have been asked to order them based on the extent to which they agree, but they could 
be ordered in different ways. For instance, whether they explore benefits or drawbacks of 
texting etc. 

What is this?

Use the printable resource – What is this?

Teacher note: This poem is a transformation of the Lord’s Prayer in ‘textese’ – a form of 
writing that is actually rarely used nowadays as smart phones no longer have character 
constrictions in their text messages.  Students could analyse how abbreviations are used 
differently nowadays or could transform another text in a similar way.


