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Kenya profile

Situated on the equator on Africa’s east coast, Kenya has 

been described as “the cradle of humanity”.

In the Great Rift Valley palaeontologists have discovered 

some of the earliest evidence of man’s ancestors.

In the present day, Kenya’s ethnic diversity has produced a 

vibrant culture but is also a source of conflict.

After independence from Britain in 1963, politics was dominated by the charismatic Jomo Kenyatta. He was 

succeeded in 1978 by Daniel arap Moi, who remained in power for 24 years. The ruling Kenya African National 

Union, Kanu, was the only legal political party for much of the 1980s.

Violent unrest - and international pressure - led to the 

restoration of multi-party politics in the early 1990s. But 

it was to be another decade before opposition candidate 

Mwai Kibaki ended nearly 40 years of Kanu rule with his 

landslide victory in 2002’s general election. More recently, 

the son of Kenya’s founding president, Uhuru Kenyatta 

took up his father’s mantle to become head of state in April 2013, despite facing charges of crimes against 

humanity over election violence five years earlier.

At a glance
•	 Politics: Presidential elections in 2007 led to widespread unrest, which resulted in the formation of a 

power-sharing government and the adoption of a new constitution in 2010.

•	 Economy: Other pressing challenges include high unemployment, crime and poverty. Droughts 

frequently put millions of people at risk

•	 International: Kenya’s military entered Somalia in October 2011 to curb the threat of the Islamist 

militant al-Shabab movement, which it accused of the kidnap and killing of tourists and aid workers. 

The Islamist militant Al-Shabab movement, active in Somalia, has also been launching a growing 
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number of attacks in Kenya, including the 2013 Westgate shopping mall in Nairobi and the 2015 

attack on Garissa University College in northwest Kenya.

•	 Despite President Kibaki’s pledge to tackle corruption, some donors estimated that up to $1bn had 

been lost to graft between 2002 and 2005.

Source - https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13681341

Other pressing challenges include high unemployment, crime and poverty; most Kenyans live below the 

poverty level of $1 a day. Droughts frequently put millions of people at risk.

With its scenic beauty and abundant wildlife, Kenya is one of Africa’s major safari destinations.

Kenya was shaken by inter-ethnic violence which followed disputed elections in 2007. Several prominent 

Kenyans stand accused of crimes against humanity for allegedly inciting the violence, and the authorities are 

increasingly sensitive to any attempts to stir up communal tension.

The next elections, passed off without violence, and resulted in victory for Uhuru Kenyatta, the son of 

independence leader Jomo Kenyatta.

Swaziland profile

The kingdom of Swaziland is one of the world’s last 

remaining absolute monarchies.

The king rules by decree over his million subjects, most of 

whom live in the countryside and follow traditional ways of 

life.

The power of the throne, however, has not gone unchallenged.

King Mswati III, on the throne since 1986, is upholding the tradition of his father, King Sobhuza II, who reigned 

for almost 61 years and had scores of wives.

King Sobhuza scrapped the constitution in 1973 and banned political parties.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13681341
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At a glance
•	 Politics: King Mswati III - on the throne since 1986 - rules by decree and says the country is not yet 

ready for multi-party politics

•	 Economy: Thousands have lost their jobs as garment and sugar export industries have lost trading 

concessions. Many Swazis work in South Africa and send their earnings home.

•	 International: Swaziland has diplomatic ties with Taiwan rather than China

Country profiles compiled by BBC Monitoring

King Mswati has shown no enthusiasm for sharing power, but banned opposition parties and trade unions 

have been vocal in their demands for greater democracy and limits on the king’s power.

With peaceful change in neighbouring South Africa and Mozambique, Swaziland has been described as an 

island of dictatorship in a sea of democracy. Royalists have argued that democracy creates division, and that 

a monarch is a strong unifying force.

A long-awaited constitution, signed by the king in 2005 and introduced in 2006, cemented his rule.

Swaziland is virtually homogeneous, most of the population being of the same tribe. Economically, it relies on 

South Africa, which receives almost half of Swazi exports and supplies most of its imports.

Many Swazis live in chronic poverty and food shortages are widespread. Swaziland also has the highest 

HIV prevalence in the world. The virus has killed many workers and farmers and has created thousands of 

orphans. Life expectancy has plummeted.

Source - https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14095303

http://www.monitor.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14095303
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Chad profile

A largely semi-desert country, Chad is rich in gold and 

uranium and stands to benefit from its recently-acquired 

status as an oil-exporting state. However, Africa’s fifth-

largest nation suffers from inadequate infrastructure and 

internal conflict. Poverty is rife, and health and social 

conditions compare unfavourably with those elsewhere in 

the region.

Chad’s post-independence history has been marked by instability and violence stemming mostly from tension 

between the mainly Arab-Muslim north and the predominantly Christian and animist south.

In 1969 Muslim dissatisfaction with the first president, Ngarta Tombalbaye - a Christian southerner - developed 

into a guerrilla war. This, combined with a severe drought, undermined his rule and in 1975 President 

Tombalbaye was killed in a coup led by another southerner, Felix Malloum.

•	 Politics: Crises on several fronts: President Deby, in power since 1990, faces an armed rebellion by 

several groups and incursions from neighbouring Sudan. He survived a coup attempt in 2006

•	 Humanitarian issues: 140,000 people are internal refugees; 200,000 refugees are from Sudan

•	 Economy: Chad is enjoying an oil boom. Changes to rules governing how revenues can be spent have 

been controversial. Chad ranks as the world’s most corrupt state

•	 International: Chad cut ties with Sudan in 2006, accusing it of supporting rebels, but since 2009 

efforts have been made to resolve the countries’ differences. Chad hosts large numbers of refugees 

from Central African Republic and Sudan’s Darfur

Mr Malloum, too, failed to end the war, and in 1979 he was replaced by a Libyan-backed northerner, Goukouki 

Oueddei. But the fighting continued, this time with a former defence minister, Hissen Habre, on the opposite 

side.

In 1982, with French help, Mr Habre captured the capital, N’Djamena, and Mr Oueddei escaped to the north, 

where he formed a rival government. The standoff ended in 1990, when Mr Habre was toppled by the Libyan-
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backed Idriss Deby. By the mid-1990s the situation had stabilised and in 1996 Mr Deby was confirmed 

president in Chad’s first election.

In 1998 an armed insurgency began in the north, led by President Deby’s former defence chief, Youssouf 

Togoimi. A Libyan-brokered peace deal in 2002 failed to put an end to the fighting.

From 2003 unrest in neighbouring Sudan’s Darfur region spilled across the border, along with hundreds of 

thousands of Sudanese refugees. They have been joined by thousands of Chadians who are fleeing rebel 

fighting as well as violence between ethnic Arab and ethnic African Chadians.

Chad and Sudan accuse each other of backing and harbouring rebels, and the dispute led to severing of 

relations in 2006. However, since then, progress has been made towards normalising ties, with the two 

countries’ presidents meeting for the first time in six years in 2010.

Chad became an oil-producing nation in 2003 with the completion of a $4bn pipeline linking its oilfields to 

terminals on the Atlantic coast. The government has moved to relax a law controlling the use of oil money, 

which the World Bank had made a condition of its $39m loan.

Source - https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13164686

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13164686

