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Data set 1

Young people in Africa (and in sub-Saharan Africa in particular) have a very low educational profile compared 

to other regions in the world. In sub-Saharan Africa, the gross enrolment ratio at secondary level is 35%, and 

that at tertiary level just 6% (figure in this box). Although these levels are very low compared to other regions, 

they reflect rapid growth over the last decades. Based on current trends 59% of 20-24 year olds will have 

secondary education in 2030, compared to 42% today. Given Africa’s high population growth this translates into 

137 million 20-24 year olds with secondary education and 12 million with tertiary education in 2030. In spite 

of this vigorous expansion large gaps remain in the quality of the education provided. Seventeen countries, 

including Mali, Niger, Ethiopia, Senegal, C6te d’Ivoire, Nigeria and Angola among others, have literacy rates of 

less than 75% (World Bank 2012b). The increase in the number of higher education graduates has often been 

at the expense of quality, as expenditure per student has been decreasing throughout Africa. Within ten years 

(1999 to 2009), the number of higher education graduates in low-income sub-Saharan African countries almost 

tripled (from 1.6 million to 4.9 million). It is expected that this figure will reach 9,6 million in 2020.
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Source: Author’s calculations based on World Development Indicators 2011

Secondary & tertiary enrolement ratios, by world region
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A dult literacy rates 

Country Name 2010 2011 2012

Niger 15

Chad 37

Cote d’Ivoire 41

Sierra Leone 44

Gambia, The 52

Guinea-Bissau 57

Bangladesh 59

Eritrea 70

Angola 71

Sudan 73

Egypt, Arab rep. 72 74

Botswana 87

Jamaica 87

Libya 90

Dominican Republic 90 90 90

From African Economic Outlook 2012, Promoting Youth Employment, © AfDB, OECD, UNDP & UNECA 2012

Briefly summarise the labour market situation in Sub-Saharan Africa using the tables and text.

How much of a problem for industrialisation is this likely to be? Explain three separate issues clearly.


