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1. Reinforce new terminology by creating cards with a definition on one side and a 
term + example on the other. Someone starts by reading out a definition; the 
learner with a card displaying the relevant term reads it out with the example. This 
learner then reads out the definition on the back of the card and so on.  

2. Help learners to understand IPA conventions by using online wikis and dictionaries 
to see the IPA transcription of words. Then, get groups of learners to choose a 
particular semantic field and find ten words from the chosen area which they record 
in IPA. The groups can exchange their IPA lists of words, re-write them using the 
standard alphabet, and try to work out the semantic field.  

3. IPA hangman at the end of a lesson!  

4. Look at the sound patterning in verse e.g. Gerard Manley Hopkins, Dylan Thomas, 
limericks and other comic verse. 

5. Discuss the emphasis on phonics (letter-sound  relationships) in current 
approaches to reading in primary schools and analyse some examples. Learners 
could look at online support sites for parents and teachers. 

6. Look at a range of narratives where the writer has adopted non-standard spelling to 
reflect pronunciation. Get learners to list the words that have non-standard spelling, 
identify the word class in each case, and then transcribe them using IPA. Help 
learners to look for patterns in the kind of words on their list, and to describe the 
adaptations taking place. 

7. Get learners to experiment with creating their own dialogues using spelling or IPA 
to indicate distinctive pronunciations. Discuss attitudes to phonetic spellings in 
primary schools. Learners could look at relevant online news articles and the 
English Spelling Society site, for example:  

"Why phonics tests spell trouble", The Independent 
"Conference aims to replace English spelling system", The Telegraph 
"Should English spelling be simplified?", Cambridge University Press 

8. Give learners a short transcript and get them to insert prosodic markings where they 
think changes in intonation, pitch, pace, rhythm and volume may take place. Get 
groups to report back on the decisions they made and the effects these have on the 
meaning. Explore different interpretations and the semantic effects. 

9. Examine stereotypes and the ways accents affect social standing. Learners could 
create transcripts from soap operas, make their own recordings (after having asked 
for permission from the participants), or use the British Library BBC Voices 
collection. Some useful sites include: 

Voices poll results, BBC 
"You are what you speak",  Aston University 
"Neutral accents the best if you want to get ahead", The Telegraph 
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Narratives using non-standard spelling: 

Riddley Walker, Russell Hoban (post-apocalyptic society, oral tradition) 

The Color Purple, Alice Walker (African-American Vernacular)  

Cloud Atlas, David Mitchell, ‘Sloosha’s Crossin’ an’ Ev’rythin’ After’ (post-apocalyptic)  

No Country for Old Men, Cormac McCarthy (regional/informal) 

Far from the Madding Crowd, Thomas Hardy e.g. Chapter VIII (direct speech, regional) 

The Wake, Paul Kingsnorth (set in 11th century Lincolnshire, written in an adapted version of Old 

English where the OE sound of words is critical to the reading experience) 

Synthetic phonics reading schemes (based on sounding and blending letter sounds):  

Usborne Phonics Readers  

Practise Your Phonics with Traditional Tales, OUP 

 

Secondary texts: 

Practical Phonetics and Phonology, Collins and Mees (Routledge, 3rd edition 2013) – comes with a 

CD (part of the Routledge English Language Introductions series, which aims to provide an overview 

of key topics, activities, study questions and sample analysis, and excerpts from key experts in the 

field)  

Varieties of English (Chapters 3-5), Freeborn, French and Langford (Macmillan, 2nd edition 1993) 

English Accents and Dialects, Hughes and Trudgill (Edward Arnold, 5th edition 2012) 

English Phonetics and Phonology, Roach (CUP, 4th edition 2009) 

Grammar, Structure and Style (sections on accents and the sounds of English), Shirley Russell (OUP, 

3rd edition 2001)   

Mastering Advanced English Language (Chapter 2), Thorne (Palgrave Macmillan, 2nd edition 2008) 

The Study of Language (chapters on the sounds of language and sound patterns), Yule (CUP, 5th 

edition, 2014) 
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Extended Class Activity: PHONETICS, PHONOLOGY AND PROSODICS 

1. Identify the phonetic, phonological and prosodic features of the extracts below. 
Where  non-standard spelling has been used to reflect the sound of words, re-
write these using IPA. Where IPA has been used, re-write the words using the 
standard alphabet. 

2. To show that you have engaged with the texts, write a 4-5 sentence overview 
making connections between them. 

3. Annotate the extracts using appropriate terms and make notes on:  

• the purpose  

• the intended audience  

• the effects created by the phonetic, phonological and prosodic features.  

4. How effective is the use of phonetic, phonemic and prosodic features? Explore the 
links between the choices made by the writers/speakers and the meaning. 

Extract 1: Reading Scheme Book 

Fat Rat is on a mat. He has a red hat. Fat Rat sees a cat. “I don’t like cats”, shouts Fat 
Rat. Fat Rat sees a bat. “I like bats”, shouts Fat Rat. “I want to pat the bat,” says Fat 
Rat.  

Extract 2: Book on English Regional accents (Norfolk) 

accel well /ɔɪ/ said (.) what /sɔːʔ/  flour /dʒæv/ (.) well she say (.) /jʌl/ need 
self-/resin/ flour for 

rall    that (2) well /ɔː/ said (.) /ɔːl/ make a /mi:ʔ/ pʌddən/ so /ɔɪ/ did and ve:::ry 
/ nɔɪs/ it was too 
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Extract 3: Great Expectations, Charles Dickens 

‘Your servant, Sir, said Joe, ‘which I hope as you and Pip … I meantersay, you 
two gentlemen  – which I hope as you get your elths in this close spot? For the present 
may be a werry good inn, according to London opinions,’ said Joe, confidentially, ‘and I 
believe its character do stand it; but I wouldn’t keep a pig in it myself – not in the case 
that I wished him to fatten wholesome and to eat with a meller flavour on him.’ … 

 
     ‘Do you take tea, or coffee, Mr Gargery?’ asked Herbert, who always presided 
of a morning. 

 
      ‘Thankee, Sir,’ said Joe , stiff from head to foot, ‘I’ll take whichever is most 
agreeable to  yourself.’ 

 
      ‘What do you say to coffee?’ ‘Thankee, Sir,’ returned Joe, evidently dispirited 
by the proposal, ’since you are so kind as make chice of coffee, I will not run contariry 
to your own opinions. But don’t you never find it a little ‘eating?’ … 

 
     ‘Have you seen anything of London, yet?’ 

 
      ‘Why, yes, Sir,’ said Joe, ‘me and Wopsle went off straight to look at the 
Blacking Ware’us. But we didn’t find that it come up to its likeness in the red bill at the 
shop doors; which I meantersay,’ added Joe, in an explanatory manner, ‘as it is there 
drawd too architectooralooral.’ 
       

I really believed Joe would have prolonged the word … into a perfect Chorus, 
but for his attention being providentially attracted by his hat … 
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Extract 4: Transcript of an Informal Conversation 

Key: 
(.)      micropause  
(2)     timed pause (in seconds) 
(.h)     pause with an intake of breath  
ca.     incomplete word 
//     overlapping speech 
 =     smooth latch on 
{laughs}    paralinguistic features 
bad     emphatic stress  
I:::     stretched or prolonged speech 
funny    raised pitch  
FAT    increased volume 
accel     speech that is getting faster (underlined) 
rall     speech that is getting slower (underlined) 
/ gwi:di:/    phonemic transcription reflecting pronunciation 

A – young granddaughter    B – grandmother 
  
 

 

 

 


