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Showing expertise (AO5) 

There will be two questions on the paper and candidates will choose only one of these. Each question 
will have two original writing tasks and candidates have to make sure that they choose the question 
which best suits their skills. They must answer EITHER 1(a) and 1(b) OR 2(a) and 2(b). 
While learners will benefit from having time to plan, draft and edit their work during the course, they 
should also practise producing writing in different genres in about 40 minutes since this is the time 
they will have in the examination. Candidates need to be able to respond to any literary and non-
literary written task. If they encounter a variety in an exam question that they have not considered 
before, then they will be able to adapt the knowledge and skills they have to meet the requirements of 
the task. 

AO5 is the only assessment objective for the original writing. Candidates must show their expertise 
by: 
• using appropriate expression 
• making effective linguistic and stylistic choices 
• engaging with the task and developing an original voice 
• linking form and content successfully to genre and purpose. 

Analysing the writing (AO3) 

Candidates are required to produce one commentary—this means that they can choose which of the 
pieces of writing they would most like to analyse and evaluate. There should be a clear attempt to 
explain what they have tried to achieve, with a particular awareness of the influence of the contextual 
factors. Candidates will have about 25 minutes in the examination to produce a commentary on their 
original writing. Feedback sessions, mock editorial boards producing evaluations under pressure, 
and timed practice sessions during the course will all prepare learners for working to tight time limits. 

AO3 is the only assessment objective for the critical writing. Candidates should use their knowledge 
of the language levels and of text types to reflect on the writing they have produced. Apt quotations 
should be selected to support the points made. Candidates should reflect on: 

• how the contextual factors outlined in the question influenced the choices they made 
• their use of language and key stylistic features 
• their success in creating the effects they intended. 

It is important to plan before starting to write, but candidates do not need to discuss the differences 
between a first and second draft in their commentary. The critical evaluation should focus on the 
completed piece of writing, analysing and exploring the features that are evident and the effects 
created. 

The importance of engaging with the task 
Component 3 gives candidates the opportunity to showcase their personal voice. They need to 
engage with the context and text type in an original and creative way. The tasks do not require a 
predefined response—as long as candidates take note of the specified contextual factors (e.g. 
audience, purpose, genre etc.), they are free to explore the writing in any way that they wish. It is 
important, however, that they take account of the suggested word limits. If they write significantly 
less than suggested, they are not giving themselves the chance to demonstrate their expertise; if 
they write significantly more than suggested, they may not have sufficient time to polish and 
proofread their writing. 


