
Review writing - teacher notes

© WJEC CBAC LTD 2017

1. Presentation of writing task

The teacher should begin the lesson by presenting students with the writing task that they will 
complete at the close of the lesson. The activities to follow are designed to prepare students to 
complete the task successfully. The writing task for this lesson is…  

Write a review for a lifestyle magazine about an essential twenty-first century 
product/ theatre experience/ pastime.

In planning your response, you should consider:
• the key features of the genre
• the relationship with the reader
• lexical and grammatical choices.
Aim to write about 300 words. 

1A. Genre and audience

List examples of lifestyle magazines that you know of or are familiar with. Next to each title, 
write the age range, gender and area of interest of a typical reader. Examples have been 
provided.

Magazine title Age range of 
typical readers

Gender of typical 
readers

Area of interest

Men’s Health 30+ Male General health

Lonely Planet 20+ Unisex Travel abroad
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2. Analysing exemplar texts

2A. Form and purpose (free-response activity)

Below are the initial paragraphs from two reviews which share some similarities. Read the par-
agraphs and record any similarities you can find in the box to the right.

Text A Text B Similarities
One of my favourite recurring bits 
at iPhone introductions is when 
Phil Schiller notes, correctly, that 
the iPhone came
a is likely the best camera most 
people will ever own. This is an 
incredible fact, as is the fact that 
a huge number of people now 
quietly upgrade to a better camera 
on a fairly regular basis, and then 
use the hell out of that camera. The 
explosion in mobile photography 
is one of the most revolutionary 
aspects of the entire smartphone 
revolution, and the general 
excellence of the iPhone camera 
over time is a big reason why.

With 2004’s espionage sequel The 
Bourne Supremacy, director Paul 
Greengrass changed the face of 
popcorn thrillers, combining the 
docudrama grit of Bloody Sunday 
with super-slick thrills that left 
the Bond franchise in the dust. So 
successful were the Bourne movies 
that when Greengrass and leading 
man Matt Damon walked away 
from the Robert Ludlum-inspired 
series after the perfect ending 
of 2007’s The Bourne Ultimatum, 
the studio cooked up The Bourne 
Legacy, an empty actioner with 
a gaping hole where its star and 
soul should be, idly trading on the 
memory of past glories.

The iPhone 7 represents another 
upgrade over the iPhone 6S: 
there’s a new, faster f/1.8 lens, 
the addition of optical image 
stabilization, a new four-colour 
True Tone flash, and wider colour 
capture. This all adds up to a 
decent improvement, but the 
iPhone 6S was already operating at 
the top of the scale. But compared 
to the iPhone 6S, the iPhone 7 is 
a step improvement, not a major 
leap.

Now Damon and Greengrass 
are back with Jason Bourne, a 
breathlessly confident thriller with 
a self-consciously modern edge 
that casts its antihero adrift in a 
post-Snowden world of surveillance 
and social media. Replete with 
heated exchanges about the pay-
off between personal privacy 
and public order, the new movie 
combines fist-fighting with cyber-
stalking in impressively ruthless 
fashion, barrelling through its 
contemporary landscape like a 
cinematic bull in a rolling-news 
china shop.

https://www.theguardian.com/film/News_Story/Critic_Review/Observer_review/0,,1283267,00.html
https://www.theguardian.com/film/News_Story/Critic_Review/Observer_review/0,,1283267,00.html
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2002/jan/25/culture.peterbradshaw2
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2007/aug/19/mattdamon.actionandadventure
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2012/aug/19/the-bourne-legacy-review
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2012/aug/19/the-bourne-legacy-review
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2B1. Language choices and purpose (highlighting/note-taking activity)

Read the paragraph below. How does the author of the review use language to capture the 
atmosphere and excitement of the action film he is reviewing – what choices has he made in 
regards to words, sentence structure, etc.?

You may use the highlight tool to identify words and phrases that you find effective; record 
your thoughts in the box below the text

We catch up with our renegade anti-hero on the Greek-Macedonian border, where he 
flattens a burly fighter in a stripped-to-the-waist sequence that seems less Jason Bourne 
than Jason Statham. Bedraggled yet buff, this perennial outsider now makes an off-the-
grid living as a bare-knuckle fighter, but it’s clear from his haunted gaze and propensity 
for flashbacks that he is heading for a “tipping point”. Meanwhile in Reykjavík, Julia Stiles 
is back as Nicky Parsons, accessing classified files that lend a dynastic edge to Bourne’s 
ongoing identity crisis, in the process inadvertently putting him back on the CIA’s radar. 
And we’re off…

Thoughts/notes:

2B2. Language choices and purpose (highlighting activity)

The passage below describes the features of a mobile phone rather than moments in an action 
film. As a result, the author must use different language techniques to hold the interest of the 
reader.

Find and highlight examples of introductory phrases, out-of-the-ordinary punctuation and any 
other technique the author employs to maintain sentence variety while delivering a series of 
rather straightforward facts.

The attempt at a major leap is on the iPhone 7 Plus. Instead of a single lens and sensor, 
the 7 Plus has two: the same f/1.8 28mm wide-angle lens as the iPhone 7, and an f/2.8 
56mm telephoto lens. These cameras operate simultaneously; they’re always working 
together. 

Right now, what this means is that you can switch to a true 2x zoom by tapping on 
a button, which is very nice. You can also digitally zoom the 1x lens to 2x, where the 
telephoto takes over, and then digitally zoom the 2x lens to 10x. Digital zoom is still digital 
zoom; anything past 4x definitely looks like what you’d expect from grainy digital zoom.

https://www.theguardian.com/film/jason-bourne
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3. Planning

It will be helpful to remind students of the task by re-posting it onscreen at this point.

Write a review for a lifestyle magazine about an essential twenty-first century 
product/ theatre experience/ pastime.

In planning your response, you should consider:
• the key features of the genre
• the relationship with the reader
• lexical and grammatical choices.
Aim to write about 300 words.  

* This would be a good time for teachers to distribute printed copies of the exemplar texts if 
they wish to do so.

   3A. Audience (short-answer activity)

Reviews are always aimed at the same basic audience: people who are considering wheth-
er or not to spend money on something (e.g. a phone, cinema tickets, a car, a meal in a 
particular restaurant, etc.). Your audience will be determined by whatever it is you choose 
to review. Answer the following questions to help you envision your target audience.

• What will you review in your text?
• What should a person expect to spend on this product or experience?
• Who is likely to want advice on whether or not to spend this amount of money on the 

subject of your review? (consider their age, gender, etc.)

After answering these questions, students should move to the next question:

   3B. Form (open discussion)

Now that you have a clear idea of your target audience, how will you adapt your language 
to capture and hold their interest?

A review will conventionally include a few elements:
• Background (especially if discussing a sequel or a follow-up product, as in the texts 

examined today)
• Description of the product or experience
• Commentary
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Read the commentary below:

And, well, that’s all it really does right now. Zooming is great, but that’s not the only 
reason to put dual cameras on a phone. Other phones with dual cameras, like the 
Huawei Honor 8, let you do all kinds of wild focus and depth of field adjustments, and 
some even let you refocus the image after the fact, like a Lytro camera. The effects 
can be a little fake-looking, but they’re the sort of thing dual cameras enable. But the 
iPhone 7 Plus doesn’t do any of that, although a forthcoming software update will 
enable a portrait mode that blurs the background into what looks like a very nice 
bokeh.

• What aspects of this commentary will you incorporate in your own commentary?
• How will your commentary differ from this one -- what will you do to give it a personal 

flair?

   4. Writing

Now write your review!

As you do, strive to:
• Use words and phrases that will appeal to likely purchasers of the product or 

experience
• Use introductory phrases and out-of-the-ordinary punctuation to create an interesting 

variety of sentence structures
• Provide background if the product or experience follows an earlier model
• Provide a detailed description of the product or experience, whether good or bad
• Provide a commentary – why you do or don’t like it.

* At this point the digital, teacher-led portion of the lesson will conclude and students will 
begin independent work.


