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Lesson plan

1. Presentation of writing task

The teacher should begin the lesson by presenting students with the writing task that they will 
complete at the close of the lesson. The activities that follow are designed to prepare students 
to complete the task successfully. The writing task for this lesson is… 

Write a blog about an issue you feel strongly about.

In planning your response, you should consider:
• the key features of the genre
• the relationship with the reader
• lexical and grammatical choices.
Aim to write about 300 words.

2. Analysis of exemplar texts

* Activities are designed to be completed BEFORE students have access to printed copies of the 
texts. Teachers should therefore withhold any printed copies at this point.

2A. Drawing readers’ attention to the issue (introduction)

Your goal in this task will be to present your opinion on an issue and convince readers to 
agree.

You should begin by drawing readers’ attention to the issue and making them want to read 
more about it. To give you some ideas as to how you might accomplish this, we will examine 
extracts from two very different opinion texts.

2A1. Lexis and tone (free-response gap-fill activity):

Ask students to fill gaps (identified with square brackets) with words and phrases of their own 
choice.  Afterwards, author’s choices (highlighted in yellow) will be revealed for students to 
discuss and evaluate in comparison with their own.

Read the following passage, which introduces a discussion of a government initiative launched 
in 2011. Fill the gaps with appropriate words or phrases.  Afterwards, compare your choices 
with the author’s.

After the riots of 2011, which were so [massive] and so [terrifying] that I [can’t remember] 
where they were or what they were about, or how much damage was done, the 
government decided that everyone would go back to [an Enid Blyton-style state of 
contentedness] if the nation’s poor people were given [£448m].

On paper this looks a promising plan because if someone who is [fat] and [unwashed] is 
suddenly given a large [lump] of money it’s likely he or she will [immediately send their 
child to school] instead of [letting them do burgling and drugs].
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After the author’s choices are revealed, the following questions will appear for students to 
discuss.

• How similar or dissimilar were your choices to those of the author, Jeremy Clarkson?
• How does the author seek to capture the attention and interest of readers in this passage?
• What are some words we could use to describe the author’s tone in this passage?

2A2: Emotional appeal (free-response highlighting/note-taking 

activity)

Students will need to select specific words and phrases from the text to discuss. The teacher 
could highlight words and phrases on the whiteboard as students select them, with a box 
below the text for notes. 

How does the author of the passage below (taken from another opinion text) seek to capture 
the attention and interest of readers? Identify specific words and phrases that are effective. Be 
prepared to discuss your selections.

Once you finally stop being emotional about it – stop crying over drowned children, stop 
imagining that these people’s lives are yours – you start to become pragmatic about the 
refugee crisis. You start seeing it like a politician; like a government. There are currently 
65 million displaced people across the world. A population the size of Britain walking 
across deserts, cramming into boats, living under tarpaulins in camps as winter closes in.

   Notes:

2B. Addressing the opposing side (pop-up information)

When presenting an opinion, it is important to address the opposing viewpoint and strive 
to convince readers that it is flawed. The two authors we’ve begun discussing each seek to 
accomplish this in their own ways.



Opinion writing - teacher notes

© WJEC CBAC LTD 2017

2B1. Rhetorical devices used for effect (matching activity)

Ask students to identify the rhetorical device used in each highlighted section of text by 
matching the device with its use in the text

In the passage below, the author employs a number of 
rhetorical devices to undermine the opposing view. Match the 
device (on right/left, at top/bottom) with its use in the text.  

On paper this looks a promising plan because if someone 
who is fat and unwashed is suddenly given a large lump of 
money it’s likely he or she will immediately send their child 
to school instead of letting them do burgling and drugs.

And a child who’s read Milton and Chaucer is statistically 
less likely to throw a brick through a shop window than a 
child who hasn’t. There’s no actual proof of this, obviously, 
but we know it to be so.

The government decided that this responsibility should be 
handed over to local authorities, which, again, sounds good 
on paper. You ask a government minister where all the poor 
people live in Bolton and he won’t have a clue. But people 
on the borough council will.

After a little while the government started to ask if the 
councils were happy to have been sent a large amount 
of money. And it turned out, amazingly, that they were. 
Thrilled, in fact. Overjoyed.

They sent reports to London saying the scheme had been 
a huge success. They said that 90% had been cured of their 
sloth and their violent tendencies and had turned over a 
new leaf.

And what’s more, they argued that, having invested £448m 
in the scheme, the government had saved £1.2bn, thanks 
to a reduction in the cost of policing and providing truant 
officers and benefits and so on.

However, and this will come as a surprise to no one at all, 
it seems councils may have exaggerated the benefits of 
having a money distribution van. Because a report released 
last week found that the scheme had “no impact”. The 
people who wrote it actually used those words. It had “no 
impact”. As in: none. Diddly-squat. Zilch.

aside

concession (an 
acknowledgement 
of a valid point 
made by the 
opposition)

use of first person 
plural to identify 
with audience

paraphrase 
(biased) of 
opposing 
viewpoint

quote

restatement for 
emphasis

understatement

verbal irony



2B2. Following the logic of an argument (highlighting and discussion 

activity)

Read the passage and highlight where the author paraphrases of the viewpoint of those she 
opposes

How does the author seek to convince the reader that this viewpoint is short-sighted?

No wonder the two recent UN refugee summits found it so difficult to offer solutions. 
More aid was promised, the refugee quotas were raised – but an additional $4.5 
billion and 110,000 refugee places in the US do not address the 65 million. The quiet 
presumption is – as voiced by the UK – that if we take in refugees, we encourage more to 
come and take their places in the camps, in the hope they will be let in next. Cut off one 
head, and another grows in its place. The best way to tackle a problem like this, then, is 
to offer some aid, but to generally stifle migration with red tape, and build walls, so that 
gradually people will just … give up. The world will eventually reabsorb these problems, 
long before they come to our shores. That is, in the end, the compassionate and cost-
effective thing to do. That is the ultimate solution to the refugee crisis.

But, of course, the world isn’t some problem-absorbing sponge – these people do not 
melt away. 

This month, the French authorities tear down the camp at Calais – without any plans for 
where the 1,000 unaccompanied child refugees will go. Already, 127 have disappeared – 
almost certainly onto the streets, where they will be easy pickings for the unscrupulous. 
By dragging our feet on our promise to take in more children, their disappearance has 
indeed solved the problem – for now. But while the US spends $11 million a day fighting 
an air war against Isis, for the wont of a much smaller sum in aid, we gift criminals and 
terrorists a limitless supply of desperate men, women and children, whose exploitation 
funds attacks on us all.

2C. Concluding an opinion text (pop-up information)

A successful opinion text will usually conclude by stating or reiterating the author’s opinion 
in a thought-provoking and memorable way. We’ll compare how the two authors we’ve been 
discussing achieve this in their respective texts.

2C1. Comparing styles (multiple-choice activity following texts 

presented side-by-side)

(Correct responses are highlighted in turquoise)



Text A

Give 400,000 jobless fatties nearly a 
billion quid and by next week all of it 
will be in the hands of Allied Breweries, 
Ladbrokes and Pablo Escobar. You 
can’t change that.

Trying to do something about this 
is as impossible as deciding that life 
would be fairer if everyone were good-
looking. Yes. But some of us aren’t. 
And there’s nothing that can be done 
to change that.

So, Mrs May. Here’s a tip. The next 
time there are riots, don’t spray 
anyone with money. Spray them 
instead with a water cannon.

Text B

So this is why, when it comes to MP 
Stella Creasy’s amendment for Britain 
finally to make good its offer to home 
the unaccompanied child refugees 
in Calais, I can support it wholly 
unemotionally, as politicians and 
governments should. I agree that, in 
the end, it is useless to be emotional 
about refugees. Let’s talk about how 
human beings do have a worth – and 
whenever we ignore this, others take 
terrifying advantage of our blindness. 
Yes. For the sake of us all, let us be 
pragmatic.

Which text clarifies the author’s beliefs about a political decision?

Text A

Text B

Both

Which text includes examples of informal language and slang?

Text A

Text B

Both

Below are the conclusions for each of the opinion texts we have examined today. Read them 
and answer the questions that follow.



Which text includes use of first person plural?

Text A

Text B

Both

Which text includes use of first person singular?

Text A

Text B

Both

Which text includes a concession (or point of agreement with the opposition)?

Text A

Text B

Both

Which text dismisses compassion in place of a logical argument?

Text A

Text B

Both



Which text includes a minor sentence?

Text A

Text B

Both*

*Both use the single word ‘Yes’ as a minor sentence.

3. Planning an opinion text

Teacher should lead students through the following screens to help them plan what to include 
in their own texts. Students can be allowed to work individually, in groups or as a class.

* It may be helpful at this point to remind students of the writing task. 

Write a blog about an issue you feel strongly about.

In planning your response, you should consider:
• the key features of the genre
• the relationship with the reader
• lexical and grammatical choices.
Aim to write about 300 words.

   3A. Identifying the issue

Identify the issue you will write about.

Tell how this issue is relevant to your readers – why should they be concerned about it?

   3B. Introduction

How will you capture your readers’ attention and gain their interest in the issue?

You may wish to consider using one or more of the following techniques:
• Emotive language
• Informal language and tone
• Humour
• A surprising or disturbing statistic
• A brief description of an experience that you or someone you know had
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   3C. Addressing the opposing viewpoint

Paraphrase the opposing viewpoint (the view held by those who disagree with you).

How will you highlight the flaws in the opposing viewpoint?  Will you use any of the 
strategies employed in the exemplar texts?

   3D. Conclusion

Clearly state your opinion on the issue.

How will you make the presentation of your opinion interesting and memorable?

4. Writing an opinion text

Now write your blog entry about an issue you feel strongly about.

As you do, strive to:
• Present the issue in a way that captures your reader’s attention and interest
• Highlight the flaws in the opposing viewpoint
• Conclude by delivering your own opinion in a thought-provoking and memorable way.

* At this point the digital, teacher-led portion of the lesson will conclude and students will 
begin independent work.


