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Read the following essay written by a candidate in timed conditions and decide:

• Does it answer the question?

• Are there any inaccuracies?

• Are there any paragraphs that are not needed?

• Are there any paragraphs in need of development?

• Is there a clear introduction?

• Is there a clear conclusion?

• What would you add to it in order to ensure that it gained full marks?

• Finally does the essay have an evaluative tone? Underline all the evaluative words used. 

Evaluate Marxist and neo-Marxist explanations of the control of the media. [25]   

Neo-Marxists believe that the media is controlled by trained media professionals such as journalists 
and editors. They believe that media professionals act as gatekeepers, which means they control what 
goes in the news. They argue that they also set a news agenda, which means they shape a news story to 
support the values and beliefs they hold. Neo-Marxists believe these values support capitalism.

Neo-Marxists believe that capitalism is a negative thing because it exploits the working class and that as 
soon as the media message is sent out by the professionals it is directly and uncritically received by the 
audience, i.e. causing a false class consciousness which makes them support capitalism.

Neo-Marxism can be criticised by postmodernists because they believe that people use and interpret the 
media in their own ways. Hall suggested that audiences ‘decode’ messages in their own way depending 
on their cultural background. Therefore the idea that the media directly influences audiences can be 
criticised. The postmodernists argue not everyone will support capitalism due to the messages having 
different effects on different people.

In a similar manner Marxists believe that media owners control the media to control society. Althusser 
said that the media is part of the ideological state apparatus for owners to use to promote a hegemony 
which means a dominant set of ideas created by the ruling class.

Another Marxist, Miliband, suggested that the media is the ‘opium of the people’ and hence people are 
addicted to the media and are docile so do not question what is being shown to them. They accept the 
message and therefore continue to watch, listen and read the media thereby supporting capitalism as 
a result. 

Furthermore Marxists believe that the media owners use moral panics to control society by creating a 
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panic about a social problem to hide a worse social problem. Hall suggested this and an example is the 
moral panic about black minority gangs in society to hide the economic recession in the 1970s.

Marxism and neo-Marxism can be criticised because their theories are based on the assumption that 
capitalism is bad whereas it may be a good thing for society. Moreover both theories believe that the 
media directly influences audiences whereas Fiske believes that the power of the audience to interpret 
messages is stronger than the power of the messages themselves, therefore the control of the media 
does not necessarily result in the control of society by the ruling class.

Pluralists however criticise both neo-Marxists and Marxists. Pluralists believe that media owners, 
professionals and audiences have control over the media. This is because Whale suggested that the 
media is a free market based on demand and supply so what media content audiences demand will 
be supplied by media owners. Consequently it can be seen that audiences control the media. Sumpter 
agreed with Whale as he believed that although media owners had ownership and control of the media 
they based their decisions of media content on audience figures. The aspects of media enjoyed by the 
audiences will have higher audience figures and therefore will be produced more as media owners are 
keen to maximise profits.  


