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Das Fundbüro
Teacher’s Notes

Brief synopsis of the book ‘Fundbüro’ by Siegfried Lenz

This book was first published in 2003. It is set in the 1990s and focuses on the life of 24-year-old Henry 

Neff, who has no career ambitions or aims in life, other than to live and let live. He finds his ideal work 

place in the lost-and-found office of his local train station, where he is constantly amazed by what people 

lose.  Henry strikes up a friendship with Fedor Lagutin, a visiting academic at the local university. He seems 

perfectly happy until job cuts at the station and incidents of violence and xenophobia force Henry to re-

assess his outlook on life.

Description of activity and suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 The text in this activity is a reader review of the 

book. The activity is a gap fill task that lends itself to 

individual work, as students drag and drop words into 

the gaps of the text.

As a possible extension task, students could translate 

the review into English and do some vocab work in 

preparation for writing their own review in Activity 3.

This task mainly develops 

students’ reading skills, 

helps them expand their 

vocabulary for discussing 

the book, and in particular 

for book reviews.

Activity 2 This is a translation task of an extract from the book. 

It is taken from the conversation that Henry has with 

his uncle about Henry’s attitude to life and a career. 

This idea is central to the book and the main character.  

And as such, this passage would also lend itself to 

further discussion of this theme in the group. Students 

could find further examples in the book that show 

Henry’s attitude that is being criticised by his uncle. 

Furthermore, this could lead to a practice essay, where 

students can use the passages that they have found to 

evidence their arguments and analysis of the theme.

Students practise their 

reading and translation 

skills (into English) and 

expand their vocabulary 

and apply their 

grammatical knowledge in 

the process.

The extension task would 

also help them to develop 

their analytical and writing 

skills.
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Activity 3 For this activity students have to read two reviews of 

the novel (one positive and one critical), with a view 

to writing their own. These reviews are designed to 

complement the previous review in activity one.  

Before writing their own review, students should read 

and thoroughly understand the two model reviews. 

Thereafter students could discuss the relative strengths 

and weaknesses of the reviews. They could also 

discuss language (phrases/ words) that they might use 

in their own reviews. 

This activity involves 

reading and writing skills.  

Depending on how the 

teacher approaches this, 

collaborative skills and 

reviewing skills could also 

be developed.


