
Unit 3 - Structure 1

El otro árbol de Guernica – Luis de Castresana (novel)
Teacher’s Notes

First published in 1967, El otro árbol de Guernica is a semi-autobiographical story about the experiences 

of Santiago Celaya and his sister Begoña who, in order to protect them from the danger and horrors of 

the Spanish Civil War in the late 1930s, are evacuated along with many other children, first to France and 

later to Belgium. Told from the perspective of Santi, we see how the children learn to adapt to a new way 

of life, a different culture and to support each other through the trials and tribulations of pre-adolescence. 

The meeting point for these young exiles is under the large oak tree in the patio of their temporary home, 

the ‘Fleury’, where they share their memories and hopes that soon they will return to their beloved Basque 

country.  

Activity 1 Description of activity and suggested uses:

Taking the central character in the novel, Santi, students 

will evaluate his impact on different characters. On 

clicking on the pictures, they read three short texts that 

describe the way in which Santi’s actions affect that 

character in the story and therefore the development 

of the plot. Only one of the texts is true. It is possible 

to follow up this activity with group discussions on 

the different characters mentioned and their individual 

importance with regard to the structure of the story.

Skills covered:

This activity allows 

students to develop 

reading and analytical 

skills as well as a more 

in depth knowledge of 

the plot. 

Activity 2 Students will consider the event in the question and 

type their reflections in the mind map bubbles. Once 

checked and corrected by the teacher, the printable 

document can be a very effective tool for further 

discussion, study or revision.

This activity provides 

opportunities for 

further development 

of analysis and 

understanding of the 

effect of a specific 

event on different 

characters within the 

plot. 

Activity 3 Students read the commentary on the role of Santi and 

then write a creative, balanced and credible answer as 

to how the story would have been different had he not 

been there. 

Teachers can easily adapt and develop this activity, by 

choosing a different central character. 

Once checked by the teacher and corrected, this print-

out can be a very effective tool for further discussion, 

study or revision.

This activity will 

develop the students’ 

analytical, reading and 

writing skills as they 

attempt to answer 

briefly an analysis 

question. They will 

show what they have 

learnt so far regarding 

the importance of 

a character to the 

structure of the novel.  


