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Brief synopsis of the book.

Alfred and Rosine Kampf live with their 14 years old daughter in a large Parisian flat. They had lived in 

much humbler surroundings until about shortly previously when Alfred made a great deal of money on the 

currency market. They now wish to establish themselves in Parisian High Society. 

Madame Kampf decides to hold a grand ball in their flat. About 200 guests will be invited. Alfred favours 

those who can help him in his business. Rosine likes titled people. It is obvious from their discussions that 

many have doubtful pasts. Antoinette will have to go to bed at nine and will be hidden away. She will not 

be allowed to attend the ball which will start at 10.

Antoinette helps write the invitations. Antoinette delivers one by hand to her music teacher. The rest are 

entrusted to “Miss Betty”, Antoinette’s English governess to post. When Miss Betty meets Antoinette 

outside the music teacher’s flat to accompany her home, Antoinette sees that she has a boyfriend. To 

give the couple a little privacy, Miss Betty has the bright idea of asking Antoinette to post the invitations on 

their way home as she had not done so. Antoinette, however, in a fit of adolescent jealousy and angry at 

her treatment by adults and her mother in particular, tears the invitations up and throws them into the river 

Seine.

The night of the sumptuous ball arrives. The author gives us all the details of the expense incurred to meet 

fashionable expectations. Antoinette’s music teacher arrives on time. She, however, is the only guest to 

arrive. Antoinette manages to hide and sees her mother’s despair. The mother turns on everybody including 

her husband who storms out of the house. Her vengeance is complete. Madame Kampf is distraught, 

throws her jewellery to the ground. Antoinette shows herself. Madame Kampf turns to her daughter and 

says that she is the only true thing she has.

 

Description of activity and suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 Effect on the plot. The students are required to 

identify from a choice of three possible answers 

the effect that Antoinette has on four other 

characters or her relationship with them.

Literature appreciation 

skills- characterisation, 

understanding the effect 

the characters have on the 

structure/ plot of the novel

Reading skills.  This task is 

one where the student has to 

select some salient features 

of the characters in the book.
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Activity 2 Mindmap.

The students are to use the mind map, which 

has six prompts, to analyse and write down the 

impact of Antoinette on the novel.

Analytical skills, thinking skills

reading and understanding 

and writing skills.

Students can do this as 

an individual or group task 

(e.g. a pair/ individual group 

take one prompt each) . The 

results can be discussed and 

evaluated and the written 

versions can be checked, 

and if needs be, rewritten 

in the light of errors or 

improvements in content 

suggested 

Activity 3 Removing the character

 A description of an important character is given 

(in this case Rosine Kampf) and her influence 

on the plot. Students are required to provide 

a similar, shorter version by summarising the 

evaluation given

Analytical skills. literary skills.

Writing- Summary skills in 

French

Writing clear, concise 

passages in correct French

Self evaluation


