
Unit 2 - Context 1

El otro árbol de Guernica – Luis de Castresana (novel)
Teacher’s Notes

First published in 1967, El otro árbol de Guernica is a semi-autobiographical story about the experiences 

of Santiago Celaya and his sister Begoña who, in order to protect them from the danger and horrors of 

the Spanish Civil War in the late 1930s, are evacuated along with many other children, first to France and 

later to Belgium. Told from the perspective of Santi, we see how the children learn to adapt to a new way 

of life, a different culture and to support each other through the trials and tribulations of pre-adolescence. 

The meeting point for these young exiles is under the large oak tree in the patio of their temporary home, 

the ‘Fleury’, where they share their memories and hopes that soon they will return to their beloved Basque 

country.  

 

Activity 1 Description of activity and suggested uses:

Students read a short extract from the novel and with the 

help of a mind map, write a newspaper article summarising 

the events. Here, we see the youngsters waiting to be 

repatriated to their homeland but once again witnessing 

tension and fear as Europe heads into war.

A class discussion of the historical timeline should be 

encouraged before students attempt the newspaper 

article.

Students should write in the third person using a 

journalistic style.

Skills covered:

This is a creative 

activity where 

reading, writing 

and summary skills 

can be developed. 

Students need 

to focus on the 

context. 

Activity 2 This is a summative exercise to check comprehension of 

the plot. Students read three sentences linked to context 

only one of which is correct, and for each correct answer, 

they score 10 points. 10 consecutive correct answers will 

take them to 100 points. 

Follow up activities could be for students to correct the 

false sentences.  

Reading skills 

are developed 

and students are 

encouraged to 

note down useful 

vocabulary/phrases. 

An understanding 

of the context is 

developed.  

Activity 3 Students have to put the sentences in order they occur 

in the novel. All of the sentences relate to important 

contextual details.  

Reading and 

comprehension 

skills are developed 

here as well as 

further detailed 

understanding of 

the context.


