
Unit 2 - Contexte 1

Kiffe kiffe demain
Teacher’s Notes

Brief synopsis of the novel “Kiffe kiffe demain” by Faïza Guène (2005)

Fifteen-year-old Doria isn’t in a good place. Or to be precise: she’s in the sadly misnamed Paradise Estate 

on the outskirts of Paris. Her father has gone off back Morocco to find a wife who can give him a boy, and 

her illiterate, non-French-speaking mother is having to fend for herself with a cleaning job in a grim motel. 

What’s more, her favourite soap star has turned out to be gay and it looks like the only school that is going 

to accept Doria is the one for future hairdressers. Still, it could be worse: Doria could be like Samra, the girl 

in the flat above, whose father doesn’t let her out, or Youssef who has been in prison for a year for dealing 

in drugs and stolen cars. At least Hamoudi - twenty-eight and the coolest guy on the estate - is her friend. 

And at least she gets a free weekly session with psychologist Mrs Burland, who is about the only person 

who listens, even if she doesn’t quite understand. Doria is both clued up and innocent, acutely aware of 

what’s in store for her and powerless to change it. She is funny, clever and tragically trapped. But in the 

end, her dogged determination not to be down-trodden and humiliated wins through and it looks like 

things can only get better. 

Description of activity and suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 Students read an extract from the book which 

portrays an evening spent in a traditional 

immigrant family

After reading the chapter, students complete the 

mindmap that has been started for them with 

information from the text. They will then use 

the mindmap as a basis for a newspaper article 

about cultural diversity and integration in France.

Students can do this activity online and print out 

their article or use the printable resource instead 

to work offline..

Students use their reading 

and writing skills. They 

also analyse an important 

chapter in the book. They can 

include their own analysis 

and evaluation in their article, 

e.g. by commenting on 

the cultural and traditional 

aspects of the event and 

the level of integration 

into French society of the 

characters involved. 

Activity 2 For this exercise, students use their knowledge 

of the whole book to pick correct statements in 

multiple choice tasks. 

This would be a good revision task, which could 

be done straight after reading the book and 

again during exam preparation. It tests detailed 

knowledge of characters and plot.

Students use their reading 

skills, expand their 

vocabulary and revise the 

content of the book..  

Activity 3 This is also a revision task, which asks 

students to put 10 scenes from the book into a 

chronological order.

It lends itself to be done as an individual task, but 

students could also work in pairs, especially if 

they work offline.

The students develop their 

reading skills and expand 

their vocabulary. If working in 

pairs, they will also discuss 

the plot the book.


