
Unit 1 - Character 1

La casa de Bernarda Alba – Federico García Lorca
Teacher’s Notes

Finished just before the playwright’s death in 1936, La Casa de Bernarda explores female experiences in 

early 20th century Andalusia.  Conditioned by religion, social pressures and a fear of gossip, the eponymous 

protagonist goes to great lengths to maintain control over her life and daughters. As the play progresses 

and the stifling summer heat rises, Bernarda’s tyranny heightens and the girls feel increasingly oppressed. 

Adela, in particular, longs for freedom and embarks on an affair with Pepe el Romano who is betrothed to 

her older sister, Angustias. However, despite being warned on several occasions by La Poncia, her lifelong 

servant, Bernarda refuses to give in, ultimately leading to her youngest daughter’s tragic suicide.  

Activity 1 Description of activity and suggested uses:

Students read an extract from the second act of the 

play and witness a clash between Bernarda’s youngest 

daughter, Adela, and La Poncia. The true/false exercise 

will show Adela’s attitude of superiority with respect to 

her sisters, as well as her rebellious and romantic nature. 

Meanwhile, La Poncia is all-seeing and acts as the moral 

voice of the scene, condemning Adela’s actions. Students 

read the statements and decide whether they are true or 

false. If they are false, they must correct them in Spanish. 

There is a suggested correct answer for them to refer to. 

This could lead to class discussion about the different 

characters and follow up written exercises.

Skills covered:

Reading and 

writing skills are 

developed, as well 

as a more in-depth 

knowledge of the 

two characters. 

There is also some 

vocabulary building 

(a dictionary may 

be required).

Activity 2 Students read another scene from Act 2 and show 

comprehension by unjumbling sentences which are 

centred on the sisters’ difficult relationship and Adela’s 

desire for romance. There is also a focus on gossip, the 

importance of keeping up appearances and Bernarda’s 

cruel nature. This is a demanding task which requires 

thought and patience and could be done individually 

or in pairs. Students should be encouraged to look for 

grammatical clues in addition to working out meaning.

Students can check answers at the end and have a print 

facility.

Reading and 

grammatical skills 

are developed. An 

appreciation of 

syntax is required 

and a dictionary 

may be needed.

Activity 3 Students read an extract from Act 3 and write a short 70-

80 word summary in Spanish. The extract focuses the final 

scene of the play, which culminates in Adela’s suicide and 

Bernarda’s insistence on her daughter’s purity in order to 

salvage the family’s reputation. They should aim to write 

succinctly. Sharing of summaries and peer assessment 

would be a worthwhile follow up activity. There is a 

suggested response for students to refer to.

Reading and 

writing skills 

are developed, 

especially with 

regard to summary 

writing. 


