
Unit 1 - Character 1

Zweier ohne
Teacher’s Notes

Brief synopsis of the book ‘Zweier ohne’ by Dirk Kurbjuweit 

This book was first published in 2001. It is set in the 1990s and is about the unusual friendship between 

Johann and Ludwig, narrated by Ludwig when he is in his 20s. Their friendship starts at the age of 11 and 

ends with Ludwig’s death on his 18th birthday – a day after they had lost an important rowing race to their 

main rivals. The plot focuses on the months leading up to that race, the nature of the boy’s friendship, 

which becomes increasingly fragile despite their promise to each other to be like twins. As Johann embarks 

on a secret relationship with Ludwig’s sister Vera, Ludwig’s behaviour becomes more and more erratic and 

bizarre, which ultimately ends in tragedy.

Description of activity and suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 Students read an extract from chapter one of the 

book which depicts the first meeting between Johann 

and Ludwig and gives a first glimpse of Ludwig’s 

character.

After reading the passage, students complete a true/

false exercise on 5 randomly picked sentences out of 

10.

This activity could be used early on, when the 

students start to look at the main characters. It lends 

itself to individual work, but it could also form the 

starting point of a more detailed characterisation of 

Ludwig in class.

Students use their reading 

skills and familiarise 

themselves with some 

vocabulary related to this 

book.

Activity 2 For this exercise, students read another extract from 

chapter one, where Ludwig challenges Johann to his 

first dare – a climb up to the motorway bridge next 

to Ludwig’s house. Here we get a clear impression of 

the boys’ different characters, which will reverberate 

throughout the book.

After reading the extract, students unjumble 5 

sentences, which summarise the passage. As with 

the previous task, this lends itself to individual 

work, but the passage itself could and should lead 

to discussions about the characters of Ludwig and 

Johann. Students could also find further examples 

in the book, where the differences between the two 

become obvious.

By way of extension students could create their own 

original sentences, jumble them up, and have other 

students unjumble them.

Students use their reading 

skills, expand their 

vocabulary and practise 

their knowledge of word 

order and other grammatical 

rules in German sentences.



Unit 1 - Character 2

Zweier ohne
Teacher’s Notes

Activity 3 Students read one of the key scenes of the book 

from chapter 2, where Ludwig forces Ludwig into 

another “dare” on the bridge. The two of them 

promise to become like twins, apparently in order 

to be able to beat their main rivals in rowing 

competitions.

Students need to summarise the extract in no more 

than 70-80 words. A suggested answer is available 

for them to refer to.

A printing tool is available which students can use to 

submit their work to the teacher for feedback.

The students develop their 

reading and writing skills, 

but also their analytical and 

evaluative skills by choosing 

the key information from the 

scene for their summary.


