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LE BAL
Teacher’s Notes

Brief synopsis of the book.

Alfred and Rosine Kampf live with their 14 year old daughter in a large Parisian flat. They had lived in much 

humbler surroundings until about recently when Alfred made a great deal of money on the currency market. 

They now wish to establish themselves in Parisian High Society. 

Madame Kampf decides to hold a grand ball in their flat. About 200 guests will be invited. Alfred favours 

those who can help him in his business. Rosine likes titled people. It is obvious from their discussions that 

many have doubtful pasts. Antoinette will have to go to bed at nine and will be hidden away. She will not 

be allowed to attend the ball which will start at 10.

Antoinette helps write the invitations. Antoinette delivers one by hand to her music teacher. The rest are 

entrusted to “Miss Betty”, Antoinette’s English governess to post. When Miss Betty meets Antoinette 

outside the music teacher’s flat to accompany her home, Antoinette sees that she has a boyfriend. To 

give the couple a little privacy, Miss Betty has the bright idea of asking Antoinette to post the invitations on 

their way home as she had not done so. Antoinette, however, in a fit of adolescent jealousy and angry at 

her treatment by adults and her mother in particular, tears the invitations up and throws them into the river 

Seine.

The night of the sumptuous ball arrives. The author gives us all the details of the expense incurred in order 

to meet fashionable expectations. Antoinette’s music teacher arrives on time. She, however, is the only 

guest to arrive. Antoinette manages to hide and sees her mother’s despair. The mother turns on everybody 

including her husband who storms out of the house. Her vengeance is complete. Madame Kampf is so 

distraught, she throws her jewellery to the ground. Antoinette shows herself. Madame Kampf turns to her 

daughter and says that she is the only true thing she has.

Description of activity and 
suggested uses

Skills covered

Activity 1 True- false.  The students are presented 

with 10 statements about the main 

characters. The statements come from 

the pages of the book indicated.

Some statements are true, others are 

false. The order of the statements varies 

randomly each time the program is run.

Where the statement is false the student 

is required to correct the statement.

The computer is programmed to accept 

certain answers but others are possible, 

so teacher input may well be required as 

well

Literature appreciation skills- 

characterisation

Reading skills.  This task is one where 

the student has to recognise and select 

some salient features of the characters in 

the book.

Analytical skills.

writing

The correction task allows the student 

to write simple sentences to start writing 

about the characters
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Activity 2 Students are required to read a selection 

of pages from the book.

Five sentences have been chosen that 

give the reader some indication of the 

main characters’ nature. The words, 

however, have been jumbled up and the 

students are required to reassemble the 

sentences correctly.

Analytical skills, thinking skills

reading and understanding. 

Although students can consult the text to 

help, the actual reassembling of the text 

requires very good understanding of the 

meaning as well as a clear understanding 

of structure, grammar and morphology.

The students can then create similar 

tasks for their classmates by randomly 

changing the order of words.

Activity 3 Summary

Students are asked to summarise a key 

part of the book in French. This involves 

understanding the text, selecting details, 

manipulating the text and writing a 

coherent whole.

One possible answer is given. Teacher 

or peer input will be required to evaluate 

the students’ written work

Reading and understanding

Analytical skills. And literary skills.

Writing- Summary skills in French

Writing clear, concise passages in 

correct French

Self-evaluation


