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The Trial 

Base a lesson on this question, setting up a trial. Place students into groups of lawyers 
to argue for and against, and a judge or a panel of judges to decide. Teachers could also 
place pupils in roles, such as Jesus, people who witnessed miracles, gospel writers, Roman 
historians. 

“Jesus was just an ordinary man.”  
Imagine you are a judge (or a panel of judges if you are working as a group) who 
will be hearing the above case. Look at each statement and write notes summing 
up how strong or weak each point is. Try to think about how members of each 
group will argue against the points made.

Case Notes Judgements

 Jesus was just a preacher from Galilee. There 
were many Jewish ‘miracle men’ around this 
area at this time, who, just like Jesus, claimed 
to be divine.

Roman (non-Christian) historians such as Tac-
itus and Pliny the Younger wrote about Christ 
and his crucifixion – these accounts support 
what the gospels say about the death of Jesus.

Josephus, a Roman non-Christian historian 
wrote: “About this time there lived Jesus, a 
wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a 
man. For he... wrought surprising feats... He 
was the Christ. When Pilate... condemned him 
to be crucified, those who had... come to love 
him did not give up their affection for him. On 
the third day he appeared... restored to life.”
There are contradictory accounts of both Je-
sus’s birth and his Resurrection in the gospels.
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Jesus is still worshipped today, over 2000 
years after his death. Christianity is the big-
gest world religion, with around a third of the 
world’s population following Christianity – this 
is no ordinary man! 

Jesus was a strong, charismatic leader, who 
liked to stir things up!

Jesus performed extraordinary miracles. He 
even raised his friend Lazarus from the dead 
after he’d been dead in his tomb for three 
whole days! In some other miracles, he healed 
the sick, made a blind man see, calmed a 
storm and walked on water!

The first gospel was written long after Jesus’s 
lifetime. The gospels can’t be seen as factually 
correct, they are just stories or legends.

Whether or not you believe that Jesus was 
really The Son of God is a matter of faith – just 
like whether or not you believe in God!
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Jesus’ Defence Team 
Imagine you are the defence team for Jesus. Your job is to prepare a case show-
ing that Jesus is NOT just a man – he IS fully divine; the Son of God! 

Case Notes
How strong is each argument? 

How might the Opposition Team argue 
against this?

Roman (non-Christian) historians such as Tac-
itus and Pliny the Younger wrote about Christ 
and his crucifixion – these accounts support 
what the gospels say about the death of Jesus.

Josephus, a Roman (non-Christian historian 
wrote: “About this time there lived Jesus, a 
wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a 
man. For he ... wrought surprising feats.... 
He was the Christ. When Pilate ...condemned 
him to be crucified, those who had . . . come 
to love him did not give up their affection for 
him. On the third day he appeared ... restored 
to life.” 

Jesus is still worshipped today, over 2000 
years after his death. Christianity is the big-
gest world religion, with around a third of the 
world’s population following Christianity – this 
is no ordinary man! 

Jesus performed extraordinary miracles. He 
even raised his friend Lazarus from the dead 
after he’d been dead in his tomb for three 
whole days! In some other miracles, he healed 
the sick, made a blind man see, calmed a 
storm and walked on water! 
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Now come up with some further arguments of your own:

Additional Argument 1:

Additional Argument 2:
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The Opposition Team
Imagine you are the opposition team, arguing that Jesus was NOT divine at all, 
and that he was just an ordinary man. Your job is to prepare a case showing that 
Jesus is just a man

Case Notes
How strong is each argument? 

How might the Opposition Team argue 
against this?

Jesus was just a preacher from Galilee. There 
were many Jewish ‘miracle men’ around this 
area at this time, who, just like Jesus, claimed 
to be divine.

There are contradictory accounts of both Je-
sus’ birth and his Resurrection in the gospels.

Jesus was a strong, charismatic leader, who 
liked to stir things up!

The first gospel was written long after Jesus’ 
lifetime. The gospels can’t be seen as factually 
correct, they are just stories or legends. 

Whether or not you believe that Jesus was 
really The Son of God is a matter of faith – just 
like whether or not you believe in God! Simply 
believing in something doesn’t mean it is true!
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Now come up with some further arguments of your own:

Additional Argument 1:

Additional Argument 2:


