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Similarities and Differences Resource

Features 
of a Bhatra 
Gurdwara
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Features 
of a Bhatra 
Gurdwara

Outside the Gurdwara is a khanda 
(Sikh symbol) to show that it is 
a Sikh place of worship. There is 
also an orange Nishan Sahib - the 
Sikh flag which shows a traveller 
that hospitality is available.
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Features 
of a Bhatra 
Gurdwara

There is a platform where the ragis 
(musicians) sit to play their instru-
ments during kirtan (hymn sing-
ing). Music is an important part of 
worship which accompanies the 
singing of the scriptures.
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Features 
of a Bhatra 
Gurdwara

There is a shoe rack upon entry to 
the Gurdwara and people take off 
their shoes as a sign of respect. 
Shoes must not be worn in the 
prayer hall. 
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Features 
of a Bhatra 
Gurdwara

There is a langar kitchen where a meal 
will be served to all who attend worship 
regardless of their race, caste, or faith. 
Langar, which is the giving of free food, 
was emphasised by Guru Amar Das as 
an act to encourage equality.
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Features 
of a Bhatra 
Gurdwara

There is a box of headscarves 
for non-Khalsa Sikhs and for vis-
itors to the Gurdwara. If anyone 
wishes to enter the prayer hall 
they must cover their heads as 
a sign of respect – not for the 
book itself, but for the teachings 
within. 
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Features 
of a Bhatra 
Gurdwara

There is a bedroom for the Guru 
Granth Sahib. They place the 
Granth Sahib in bed at night and 
treat it like a human being - keep-
ing the room warm in the winter 
and cool in the summer. This 
shows how highly regarded the 
book is.
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Features 
of a Bhatra 
Gurdwara

There is a sink near the steps to 
the prayer hall -  everyone must 
wash their hands before entering 
the prayer hall to show respect 
to the Guru Granth Sahib. Traces 
of alcohol or tobacco are also 
forbidden in the Gurdwara.
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Features 
of a Bhatra 
Gurdwara

At the front of the prayer hall is the Guru 
Granth Shaib – the Sikh Holy book. This 
is kept on a manji (raised platform) and 
is the focus of worship. It guides people 
through their spiritual growth and hymns 
are sung from it regularly. 
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Features 
of a Bhatra 
Gurdwara

At the front of the prayer hall is the 
______ Granth ________ – the Sikh _______ 
book. This is kept on a _______ (raised 
platform) and is the focus of worship. 
It guides people through their spiritual 
growth and ________ are sung from it 
regularly. 

There is a platform where the 
_______ (musicians) sit to play 
their instruments during _______ 
(hymn singing). Music is an 
___________ part of worship which 
accompanies the ___________ of 
the scriptures.

There is a ______ kitchen where a 
meal will be served to ____who attend 
________ regardless of their race, caste, 
or faith. Langar, which is the giving of 
free food, was emphasised by _____ 
______ _____as an act to encourage 
_________.

There is a __________ for the 
Guru Granth Sahib. They place 
the Granth Sahib in bed at 
______ and treat it like a _______ 
being, keeping the room warm 
in the winter and cool in the 
summer. This shows how highly 
__________ the book is.
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Features 
of a Bhatra 
Gurdwara

There is a sink near the steps 
to the prayer hall –  everyone 
must ______ their ________ be-
fore entering the prayer hall to 
show respect to the Guru Granth 
Sahib. Traces of _________ or 
_________ are also forbidden in 
the Gurdwara.

At the front of the prayer hall is the 
______ Granth ________ – the Sikh _______ 
book. This is kept on a _______ (raised 
platform) and is the focus of worship. 
It guides people through their spiritual 
growth and ________ are sung from it 
regularly. 

Outside the Gurdwara is a 
_________ (Sikh symbol) to show 
that it is a Sikh place of ________. 
There is also an orange _______ 
_________ – the Sikh flag which 
shows a traveller that __________ 
is available.

There is a platform where the 
_______ (musicians) sit to play 
their instruments during _______ 
(hymn singing). Music is an 
___________ part of worship which 
accompanies the ___________ of 
the scriptures.

There is a _____ ______ upon en-
try to the Gurdwara and people 
take off their shoes as a sign of 
________. Shoes must not be worn 
in the ___________ hall. 

There is a ______ kitchen where a 
meal will be served to ____who attend 
________ regardless of their race, caste, 
or faith. Langar, which is the giving of 
free food, was emphasised by _____ 
______ _____as an act to encourage 
_________.

There is a box of __________ 
for non-Khalsa Sikh’s and for 
_________ to the Gurdwara. If an-
yone wishes to enter the _______ 
______ they must cover their 
_____ as a sign of respect – not 
for the book itself, but for the 
teachings within. 

There is a __________ for the 
Guru Granth Sahib. They place 
the Granth Sahib in bed at 
______ and treat it like a _______ 
being, keeping the room warm 
in the winter and cool in the 
summer. This shows how highly 
__________ the book is.
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Features 
of a Bhatra 
Gurdwara

There is a sink near the steps to 
the prayer hall -  everyone must 
wash their hands before entering 
the prayer hall to show respect 
to the Guru Granth Sahib. Traces 
of alcohol or tobacco are also 
forbidden in the Gurdwara.

At the front of the prayer hall is the Guru 
Granth Shaib – the Sikh Holy book. This 
is kept on a manji (raised platform) and 
is the focus of worship. It guides people 
through their spiritual growth and hymns 
are sung from it regularly. 

Outside the Gurdwara is a khanda 
(Sikh symbol) to show that it is 
a Sikh place of worship. There is 
also an orange Nishan Sahib - the 
Sikh flag which shows a traveller 
that hospitality is available.

There is a platform where the ragis 
(musicians) sit to play their instru-
ments during kirtan (hymn sing-
ing). Music is an important part of 
worship which accompanies the 
singing of the scriptures.

There is a shoe rack upon entry to 
the Gurdwara and people take off 
their shoes as a sign of respect. 
Shoes must not be worn in the 
prayer hall. 

There is a langar kitchen where a meal 
will be served to all who attend worship 
regardless of their race, caste, or faith. 
Langar, which is the giving of free food, 
was emphasised by Guru Amar Das as 
an act to encourage equality.

There is a box of headscarves 
for non-Khalsa Sikhs and for vis-
itors to the Gurdwara. If anyone 
wishes to enter the prayer hall 
they must cover their heads as 
a sign of respect – not for the 
book itself, but for the teachings 
within. 

There is a bedroom for the Guru 
Granth Sahib. They place the 
Granth Sahib in bed at night and 
treat it like a human being - keep-
ing the room warm in the winter 
and cool in the summer. This 
shows how highly regarded the 
book is.
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Most

Least

Diamond Nine

Arrange from the most significant feature to the least.

Arrange according to which you think a religious devotee would say was the most significant feature 
to the least. Explain your choice of most and least significant features.

Challenge yourself:
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Instructions

Intructions for Teachers

Give pupils a sheet with one box filled in. The aim of this activity is for the pupils to ‘find’ the information from 
each other in order to complete the task and can be done as a competition. There are also differentiated work-
sheets for those of lower ability or with ALN. You could also give them the list of key features, a blank sheet and 
set it as a homework/research task. 

Possible Extension Tasks:

1. Explain which is the most significant feature of the Gurdwara and why.

2. Explain which is the least significant feature of the Gurdwara and why.

3. Research one more feature of a Gurdwara which has not been mentioned. Arrange the features in a diamond 
nine to show the most significant to the least significant. Explain your choice of most and least significant 
features. 

4. Arrange these features into a diamond nine according to what you think a Sikh would say are the most to 
the least significant features. Explain your choices. 

5. Explain why you think a Gurdwara has four entrances and then research the actual reason. How did your 
explanation compare with the actual reason? 


