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Suggested Outline Framework for Unit 1: Religion and Philosophical Themes 

Hinduism 

 
Unit 1 comprises 50% of the GCSE qualification. Therefore the scheme of learning proposed below is intended only as a guide based on 
approximately three hours of RS per fortnight over an academic year. The total number of lessons in this scheme is fifty-five based on one hour 
per lesson. The recommendation is that the whole of the course is always taught. 
 
 
Assessment should be formative and engaging. Where possible, try and use the same or similar format to the final examination. Always share 
mark schemes with students. Ideally this should be towards the end of the unit so that they have had time to assimilate and engage in the work 
first. 
 
The Moral Maze on Radio 4 is an excellent resource for those who are interested as is The Infinite Monkey Cage (also on Radio 4). Both are 
available as podcasts thus making it easier to select relevant episodes. 
 
Part A: Core beliefs, teachings and practices (lessons 1-14) 
Part B: Theme 1: Issues of Life and Death (lessons 15-22) 
Part B: Theme 2: Issues of Good and Evil (lessons 23-28 including assessment for the whole of Part B) 
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Lesson Area of 
Study 

Specific Content Concepts Resources Possible Learning 
Activities 

1 Beliefs Brahman as 
Universal soul 

Brahman  http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/;  
https://sites.google.com/site/worldreligionsforkids/home/hind
uism; 
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/alien-abduction-hinduism;  
Individual whiteboards; Hinduism has no one founder: how 
does this make it different to many of the world’s other major 
religions?; 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/beliefs/intro_
1.shtml;  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/texts/texts.s
html - a good introduction; how important are sacred texts to 
Hindus bearing in mind there are no founders? 
 

Research the origins of 
Hinduism; the importance of 
Chandogya Upanishad 
3:14. 1 and Brahman being 
the source of all life. 

2 Beliefs Brahman as one 
and as many 

Brahman  The idea of Brahman in all things can be further explored 
looking at the Katha Upanishad 5:2. 
 

Link to the lesson on the 
Trimurti. 

3 Beliefs Atman (soul) Atman  http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/concepts/co
ncepts_1.shtml; introduce the idea of dharma and 
reincarnation; karma and samsara (all these concepts can 
be found in the link above). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUpmuqmeETk – 
reincarnation explained; Bhagavad Gita 2:12, 2:17, 18: 61. 
The relationship between Brahman and atman – salt in 
water; the atman is a drop of water passing through many 
cycles of samsara looking to find its way back to the ocean 
that is Brahman. 

Discuss the idea of the 
atman as being 
indestructible and eternal. 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/
https://sites.google.com/site/worldreligionsforkids/home/hinduism
https://sites.google.com/site/worldreligionsforkids/home/hinduism
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/alien-abduction-hinduism
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/beliefs/intro_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/beliefs/intro_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/texts/texts.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/texts/texts.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/concepts/concepts_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/concepts/concepts_1.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUpmuqmeETk
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4 Beliefs Nature and role of 
the Trimurti 

Brahman 
Trimurti 

Trimurti: Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva (Kurma Purana 1:6, 1:9, 
1:26. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfy0jKaxBFs 
Storyboard laying out the roles of each in the Trimurti clearly. 

Compare and contrast the 
creation story with another 
you have studied. 

5 Beliefs Vaishnavism and 
Shaivism 

Puja 
Murti 

http://www.religionfacts.com/vaishnavism 
http://www.religionfacts.com/shaivism 
Although it appears in the practices section it might be better 
to look at variations in worship between these groups at this 
point and make it part of the focus. 

Compare and contrast 
Vaishnavism and Shaivism. 

6 
 

Beliefs  Avatar Avatar  Watch the trailer to the 2009 film ‘Avatar’ to introduce the 
concept (trailer available on IMDB). 
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/birth-krishna 
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/krishna-vs-kans 
Read the story of Rama and Sita and produce a version 
based today OR do a storyboard. 

Read Bhagavad Gita 4:5, 
7:8 – compose your own 
avatar story. 

7 Beliefs  Gods and 
goddesses 

Murti  Gods and goddesses explain the different roles of Brahman. 
There are many different versions of these stories online to 
choose from. 

Why are Ganesh and 
Hanuman amongst the 
most popular gods? 

8 Practices  Daily puja in the 
home 

Puja  Bhagavad Gita 3:19, 4:38. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zh2hyrd 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/worship/wor
ship.shtml 

Select a god of your choice 
and design a shrine for it. 
State why you have chosen 
this deity. 

9 Practices  Congregational 
worship in the 
mandir 

Mandir 
Murti 
Arti 
 

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/holy-cribs-mandir 
Design your own murti from the range of Hindu gods 
available. 
Focus: murti, arti, havan 
http://iskconeducationalservices.org/HoH/practice/308.htm  
For the teacher and/or the more able – section on Q & A.  
Tie together these aspects of worship: 

Arrange for a local Hindu to 
come in and talk about their 
faith and the wider Hindu 
community. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfy0jKaxBFs
http://www.religionfacts.com/vaishnavism
http://www.religionfacts.com/shaivism
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/birth-krishna
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/krishna-vs-kans
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zh2hyrd
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/worship/worship.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/worship/worship.shtml
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/holy-cribs-mandir
http://iskconeducationalservices.org/HoH/practice/308.htm
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10 Practices  Significance of 
bhakti/pilgrimage 
to Varanasi 

Bhakti 
Varanasi  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/bhakti 
Compare and contrast Vishnu and Shiva bhakti worship. 
http://www.culturalindia.net/indian-pilgrimage/varanasi.html 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p010x9qx  

Interview a Hindu to find out 
why bhakti is so important. 
Why is pilgrimage so 
important? 

11 Practices Rites of passage Nam 
Samskar 
Upanaya 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/concepts/co
ncepts_1.shtml 
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/gandhi-begins-
fast-in-protest-of-caste-separation 
http://www.ushistory.org/civ/8b.asp;  

Discuss the caste system 
Mahabharata, Book 9, 60. 

12 Practices Rites of passage  Nam 
Samskar 
Upanaya 

http://www.ushistory.org/civ/8b.asp 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/ritesrituals/b
aby.shtml 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/hinduism/questions.sht
ml 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z7734wx 
http://www.waupun.k12.wi.us/Policy/other/dickhut/religions/4
6%20Hindu%20Rites%20of%20Passage.htm 
http://hinduism.about.com/od/astrology/a/Namkaran-Hindu-
Naming-Ceremony.htm 
http://www.babycenter.in/a1015415/imundani-ceremony 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p010xyj2 
http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/the-faith-
column/2008/04/upanayana-hindu-young-passage - more for 
teachers but interesting. 
 

What is a rite of passage? 
Use personal experience to 
compare and contrast. 
Focus on sacred thread 
ceremony. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/bhakti
http://www.culturalindia.net/indian-pilgrimage/varanasi.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p010x9qx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/concepts/concepts_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/concepts/concepts_1.shtml
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/gandhi-begins-fast-in-protest-of-caste-separation
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/gandhi-begins-fast-in-protest-of-caste-separation
http://www.ushistory.org/civ/8b.asp
http://www.ushistory.org/civ/8b.asp
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/ritesrituals/baby.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/ritesrituals/baby.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/hinduism/questions.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/hinduism/questions.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z7734wx
http://www.waupun.k12.wi.us/Policy/other/dickhut/religions/46%20Hindu%20Rites%20of%20Passage.htm
http://www.waupun.k12.wi.us/Policy/other/dickhut/religions/46%20Hindu%20Rites%20of%20Passage.htm
http://hinduism.about.com/od/astrology/a/Namkaran-Hindu-Naming-Ceremony.htm
http://hinduism.about.com/od/astrology/a/Namkaran-Hindu-Naming-Ceremony.htm
http://www.babycenter.in/a1015415/imundani-ceremony
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p010xyj2
http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/the-faith-column/2008/04/upanayana-hindu-young-passage
http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/the-faith-column/2008/04/upanayana-hindu-young-passage
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13 Practices  Rites of passage Nam 
Samskar 
Upanaya 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/ritesrituals/w
eddings.shtml 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/death/hindudea
thritesrev2.shtml 
Why is the role of the elder son important? Why is the skull 
broken? What is the importance of spreading the ashes? 
http://www.scattering-ashes.co.uk/places/leicester-city-
council-ash-scattering-sites/  

The differences between 
rituals in the UK and India. 

14 Assessment     
 

 

15 The world Non-religious 
views on creation  

Environmental 
responsibility 
Evolution 
Soul 

Georges Lemaître – the Belgian cosmologist, mathematician 
and Catholic priest who worked on big bang theory before it 
was called that. 
Interesting general videos: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sH4miOx3vFE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuyYGVDCdN0&t=579s 
 
This is the whole video of Hawking’s ‘Did God Create the 
Universe?'. 
 
Two great photos to get students to comment on: 
http://blogs.futura-sciences.com/e-
luminet/2016/03/13/cosmogenesis-1-from-myth-to-myth/ 
This link is for the photo of a young Lemaître with Einstein 
but the site itself is interesting – a French astrophysicist cum 
poet. 
http://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/images/georges-
lematre-2.jpg 
 

How far do these views 
concur with Hindu views? 
Does the idea of the 
universe expanding have an 
equivalent in Hinduism? 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/ritesrituals/weddings.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/ritesrituals/weddings.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/death/hindudeathritesrev2.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/death/hindudeathritesrev2.shtml
http://www.scattering-ashes.co.uk/places/leicester-city-council-ash-scattering-sites/
http://www.scattering-ashes.co.uk/places/leicester-city-council-ash-scattering-sites/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sH4miOx3vFE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuyYGVDCdN0&t=579s
http://blogs.futura-sciences.com/e-luminet/2016/03/13/cosmogenesis-1-from-myth-to-myth/
http://blogs.futura-sciences.com/e-luminet/2016/03/13/cosmogenesis-1-from-myth-to-myth/
http://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/images/georges-lematre-2.jpg
http://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/images/georges-lematre-2.jpg
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16 The world Non-religious 
views on the 
creation of the 
universe, 
stewardship, 
social and 
community 
responsibility 

Environmental 
responsibility 
Evolution 
 

https://humanism.org.uk/about/h4bw/ 
 
Charles Darwin – his journey on the Beagle. 
 
Richard Dawkins – in this link Dawkins debates with Ken 
Ham (it is long and other videos are available): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qnOIhLZTpg  
 
Also look at the work of Alfred Russel Wallace:  
http://www.famousscientists.org/alfred-russel-wallace/ 
This gives a good Welsh perspective. 

Compare and contrast 
Humanist and Hindu views. 
Is there any similarity 
between the scientific view 
and the Hindu view? 

17 The world Hindu beliefs, 
teachings and 
attitudes about 
environmental 
responsibility 

Environmental 
responsibility 
Sanctity of life 
(all life?) 

http://public.wsu.edu/~brians/world_civ/worldcivreader/world
_civ_reader_1/rig_veda.html 
http://www.bing.com/videos/hindu 
Ahimsa – an introduction: 
http://www.hinduwebsite.com/hinduism/concepts/ahimsa.asp 
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xyr1ls_wonders-of-the-
universe-stardust_shortfilms  
The first 8 minutes approximately. This is a really good way 
to compare and contrast science and Hinduism. It can also 
be used for the section on death rituals – see lesson 13. 
Bhagavata Purana 12.4.4; Bhagavad Gita 11.7. 
Bhagavata Purana 7.14.9; Bhagavad Gita 7.10. 

Define sustainability and 
global citizenship 
How do Welsh Hindus view 
the issues raised here? 
Compare and contrast the 
humanist/scientific/Hindu 
worldview. Most interesting 
would be to find 
comparisons. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://humanism.org.uk/about/h4bw/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qnOIhLZTpg
http://www.famousscientists.org/alfred-russel-wallace/
http://public.wsu.edu/%7Ebrians/world_civ/worldcivreader/world_civ_reader_1/rig_veda.html
http://public.wsu.edu/%7Ebrians/world_civ/worldcivreader/world_civ_reader_1/rig_veda.html
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=hindu+creation+story+for+kids&&view=detail&mid=AEA84FF8057E3844AE14AEA84FF8057E3844AE14&FORM=VRDGAR
http://www.hinduwebsite.com/hinduism/concepts/ahimsa.asp
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xyr1ls_wonders-of-the-universe-stardust_shortfilms
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xyr1ls_wonders-of-the-universe-stardust_shortfilms
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18 The origin 
and value of 
human life 

Hindu beliefs, 
teachings and 
attitudes toward 
the value of 
human life 

Quality of life 
Sanctity of 
life 
Abortion 
Euthanasia 

The origin and sanctity of human life: Bhagavad Gita 2:17. 
What is the atman? Bhagavad Gita 18:61. 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/atman 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/concepts/co
ncepts_1.shtml 
The drop in the ocean that is Brahman. 
 
  

Brainstorm on the concept 
of atman. 
Ask a Hindu to come in and 
talk about this idea. 

19 The origin 
and value of 
human life 

Non-religious 
views on quality 
of life over 
sanctity of life 

Quality of life 
Sanctity of 
life 
Abortion 
Euthanasia 

Abortion and euthanasia – Peter Singer ‘speciesism’. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/animals/rights/speciesism.shtml; 
Hindu views on abortion and euthanasia (Yajur Veda 40-43). 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/hinduethics/
abortion_1.shtml 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/hinduethics/
euthanasia.shtml  
Ahimsa. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9eQPJEVANc; 
 

Define situationist/relativist 
and then compare to 
doctrinal/absolutist views. 
Use Gandhi as a focus for 
ahimsa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/atman
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/concepts/concepts_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/concepts/concepts_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/animals/rights/speciesism.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/hinduethics/abortion_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/hinduethics/abortion_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/hinduethics/euthanasia.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/hinduethics/euthanasia.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9eQPJEVANc
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20 The origin 
and value of 
human life  

Dignity in dying 
Right to choose 

Euthanasia 
Abortion 
Quality of life 
Sanctity of 
life 

Debate on abortion/euthanasia.  
Compare UK laws on euthanasia to those of Belgium: 
http://www.patientsrightscouncil.org/site/belgium/ 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3491951/Belgian-
lawmakers-vote-world-s-death-demand-law-mean-no-doctor-
stop-patient-wants-die.html 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eo8Hn0DEcpw 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-37335846 
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Euthanasiaandassistedsuicide/
Pages/Introduction.aspx 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/law-and-
order/9480227/Tony-Nicklinson-breaks-down-as-High-Court-
rejects-his-right-to-die-plea.html 
http://www.dignityindying.org.uk/ 
 
Donald Trump on abortion: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/11/15/
what-abortion-could-look-like-in-an-america-without-roe-v-
wade/ 
A very touching and intriguing story: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-38012267 
 

Debate on abortion. 
Refer back to 
situational/absolutist views. 
How would Hindus living in 
Britain react?  
Welsh organ donation 
laws? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patientsrightscouncil.org/site/belgium/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3491951/Belgian-lawmakers-vote-world-s-death-demand-law-mean-no-doctor-stop-patient-wants-die.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3491951/Belgian-lawmakers-vote-world-s-death-demand-law-mean-no-doctor-stop-patient-wants-die.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3491951/Belgian-lawmakers-vote-world-s-death-demand-law-mean-no-doctor-stop-patient-wants-die.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eo8Hn0DEcpw
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-37335846
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Euthanasiaandassistedsuicide/Pages/Introduction.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Euthanasiaandassistedsuicide/Pages/Introduction.aspx
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/law-and-order/9480227/Tony-Nicklinson-breaks-down-as-High-Court-rejects-his-right-to-die-plea.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/law-and-order/9480227/Tony-Nicklinson-breaks-down-as-High-Court-rejects-his-right-to-die-plea.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/law-and-order/9480227/Tony-Nicklinson-breaks-down-as-High-Court-rejects-his-right-to-die-plea.html
http://www.dignityindying.org.uk/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/11/15/what-abortion-could-look-like-in-an-america-without-roe-v-wade/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/11/15/what-abortion-could-look-like-in-an-america-without-roe-v-wade/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/11/15/what-abortion-could-look-like-in-an-america-without-roe-v-wade/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-38012267
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21 Beliefs 
about death 
and the 
afterlife 

Hindu beliefs and 
teachings about 
life after death 

Soul 
Afterlife 

Atman – see lesson 18 above. 
Key concepts: atman, samsara, reincarnation/ 
transmigration and moksha. 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/concepts/co
ncepts_1.shtml 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/insideout/yorkslincs/series7/reincarnati
on.shtml - interesting story and more are available online. 
https://www.himalayanacademy.com/readlearn/basics/four-
facts;  
http://hinduismfacts.org/reincarnation-rebirth/ - there is an 
interesting list of films here. They can be accessed on the 
IMDB where trailers and synopses are usually available. 
http://www.vedanta-seattle.org/articles/hindu-concept-of-
reincarnation/ - transmigration of souls. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/beliefs/moks
ha.shtml 
 
 
 

Students can work in 
pairs/groups on researching 
each of the key concepts 
and report back to the 
class. 

22 Beliefs 
about death 
and the 
afterlife 

Diverse Hindu 
beliefs about the 
after-life; Hindu 
and Humanist 
burial services 

Afterlife 
Soul 
Sanctity of 
life 

https://humanism.org.uk/ceremonies/non-religious-funerals/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zk4dtfr/revision/4 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/arts/yourvideo/media/pages/my_
god_sibani_roy_buddhist_03.shtml 
http://www.indiacentre.co.uk/pageContent.php?pageName=
About_Us 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7953581.stm 
https://www.funeralwise.com/customs/hindu/ 
Bhagavad Gita 2: 12-13, 22, 27. 
  
 

Compare and contrast 
humanist practices and 
beliefs. 
Ffind out about how Hindus 
in Wales might go about 
organising a funeral – 
contact the India Centre in 
Cardiff. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/concepts/concepts_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/concepts/concepts_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/insideout/yorkslincs/series7/reincarnation.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/insideout/yorkslincs/series7/reincarnation.shtml
https://www.himalayanacademy.com/readlearn/basics/four-facts
https://www.himalayanacademy.com/readlearn/basics/four-facts
http://hinduismfacts.org/reincarnation-rebirth/
http://www.vedanta-seattle.org/articles/hindu-concept-of-reincarnation/
http://www.vedanta-seattle.org/articles/hindu-concept-of-reincarnation/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/beliefs/moksha.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/beliefs/moksha.shtml
https://humanism.org.uk/ceremonies/non-religious-funerals/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zk4dtfr/revision/4
http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/arts/yourvideo/media/pages/my_god_sibani_roy_buddhist_03.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/arts/yourvideo/media/pages/my_god_sibani_roy_buddhist_03.shtml
http://www.indiacentre.co.uk/pageContent.php?pageName=About_Us
http://www.indiacentre.co.uk/pageContent.php?pageName=About_Us
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7953581.stm
https://www.funeralwise.com/customs/hindu/
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23 Crime and 
punishment 

Beliefs and 
attitudes about 
the causes of 
crime and the 
aims of 
punishment 

Conscience 
Justice 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0tpVZrsvK-k 
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/essays/karma-
hinduism 
How would the concept of karma affect the way a Hindu 
might behave? 
 
Refer to: conscience, karma, dharma, ahimsa, moksha. 
 
 
 

What is ‘wrong’? Discuss 
relative and absolute 
morality. 

24 Crime and 
punishment 

Treatment of 
criminals; work of 
prison reformers 
and prison 
chaplains 

Good/evil 
Justice 

http://angulimala.org.uk/ 
http://howardleague.org/ 
http://www.communitychaplaincy.org.uk/partners.html 
There is also a document called ‘Faith and pastoral care for 
prisoners – Ministry of Justice’ that can be downloaded. It 
covers all faiths. 
 
Papa – sinful actions in the past that can lead to 
suffering. 
Danda – the concept of punishment in Hinduism. 

How does a belief in karma 
and reincarnation change 
attitudes to crime and 
punishment? 

25 Crime and 
punishment 

The death penalty Free will 
Suffering 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/hinduethics/
capitalpunishment.shtml 
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/09/13/world/asia/india-gang-
rape-sentence/index.html - a well-publicised case. 
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/letters/death-
penalty/article5135889.ece - some strong opinions. 
http://www.debate.org/opinions/does-hinduism-support-the-
death-penalty; 
 

Debate the death penalty. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0tpVZrsvK-k
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/essays/karma-hinduism
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/essays/karma-hinduism
http://angulimala.org.uk/
http://howardleague.org/
http://www.communitychaplaincy.org.uk/partners.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/hinduethics/capitalpunishment.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/hinduethics/capitalpunishment.shtml
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/09/13/world/asia/india-gang-rape-sentence/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/09/13/world/asia/india-gang-rape-sentence/index.html
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/letters/death-penalty/article5135889.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/letters/death-penalty/article5135889.ece
http://www.debate.org/opinions/does-hinduism-support-the-death-penalty
http://www.debate.org/opinions/does-hinduism-support-the-death-penalty
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26 Forgiveness  Peace and 
conflict 

Morality 
Pacifism 
Conscience 

Refer back to ahimsa; Gandhi; 
http://hinduismgcserevisionguide.weebly.com/forgiveness-
and-reconciliation.html 
https://richarddawkins.net/2013/03/can-atheists-qualify-as-
conscientious-objectors/  

How successful was Gandhi 
in his aims of pacifism? 
Why was Martin Luther King 
inspired so much by 
Gandhi? 

27 Forgiveness  Hindu teaching 
about forgiveness 

Forgiveness  Case study of Gandhi and the fight for independence 
through peaceful means. 
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/mahatma-gandhi-assassination-
anniversary-10-facts-about-indian-independence-movement-
leader-1485789 
http://history1900s.about.com/od/people/a/gandhi.htm 
Why has he become known as Gandhi? 

Case study of Gandhi. 
Link ahimsa to Gandhi and 
those who attempted to 
resist/punish him. 
What does this tell us about 
Hindu attitudes to 
forgiveness?  

28 Good, Evil 
and 
Suffering 

Philosophical 
perspective on 
the origin of evil 

Good/evil 
Suffering 
Free will 

We all have karma and guna in us: Bhagavata Purana 6: 
1.45, Bhagavad Gita 14,17. 
Suffering in Hinduism: Brahma Sutras 2.1.34-36. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/god/higoodand
evilrev2.shtml  

Compare and contrast the 
different perspectives on 
the origin of evil; links 
between karma and guna. 

29 Assessment    Hinduism is different to Western religions. How does this 
affect Hindus in Britain?  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://hinduismgcserevisionguide.weebly.com/forgiveness-and-reconciliation.html
http://hinduismgcserevisionguide.weebly.com/forgiveness-and-reconciliation.html
https://richarddawkins.net/2013/03/can-atheists-qualify-as-conscientious-objectors/
https://richarddawkins.net/2013/03/can-atheists-qualify-as-conscientious-objectors/
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/mahatma-gandhi-assassination-anniversary-10-facts-about-indian-independence-movement-leader-1485789
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/mahatma-gandhi-assassination-anniversary-10-facts-about-indian-independence-movement-leader-1485789
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/mahatma-gandhi-assassination-anniversary-10-facts-about-indian-independence-movement-leader-1485789
http://history1900s.about.com/od/people/a/gandhi.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/god/higoodandevilrev2.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/god/higoodandevilrev2.shtml



