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Unit 1: Religion and Philosophical Themes  

Part B, Theme 1: Life and Death 

Content from Catholic Christianity, Judaism and non-religious perspectives 

 

Suggested scheme of learning (Yr.10 Easter – May Half Term) 
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 Non-religious perspectives 
 

No Topic Key Question Teachers notes (from specification) 
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What does the Catholic Church 
believe about the origin of the 
universe, creation and 
stewardship? 

The understanding of the Catholic 
Church on creation and dominion, 
stewardship, environmental 
responsibility, sustainability and global 
citizenship (Genesis 1-3, Matthew 6:25-
34, Laudato Si’ 13 ) 2 What does Pope Francis teach 

about creation in Laudato Si’? 

3 What does Genesis 1 and 2 teach 
about creation? Orthodox and Reform Jewish beliefs, 

teachings and attitudes about the 
accounts of the origin of the universe: 
Genesis 1 and 2 4 

What are the Orthodox and Reform 
Jewish beliefs on creation from the 
book of Genesis? 

5 

What are the differences in the 
views on creation between 
Catholics, other Christians and 
non-religious people? 

The relationship between Catholic views, 
other Christian views and non-religious 
views of creation and the extent to which 
they conflict (Pope John-Paul ll's 
Message to the Pontifical Academy of 
Sciences: On Evolution, 1996, 
paragraphs 3 and 4) 6 

What does John Paul II’s Message 
to the Pontifical Academy of 
Science teach about evolution? 

7 

What are the differences in the 
views on creation between 
Orthodox Jews, Reform Jews and 
non-religious people? 

The relationship between Jewish views 
and non-religious views of creation and 
the extent to which they conflict 

8 How does CAFOD work to promote 
global citizenship? 

The work of CAFOD to promote global 
citizenship 
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What are the Jewish beliefs about 
environmental responsibility and 
global citizenship? 

Jewish beliefs, teachings and attitudes 
about dominion, tikkun olam and bal 
tashchit, gemilut hasadim, stewardship, 
environmental responsibility, 
sustainability, and global citizenship: 
Honi from the Talmud (Avot 
d'Rebbe/Rabbi Natan 31b) and teachings 
of Maimonides' 13 Principles (number 10) 

10 What is TuB’shevat? TuB'shevat: an ecological awareness day 
commemorated by planting trees 

11 What is the Big Bang theory? Non-religious views on the creation of the 
universe: 'Big-Bang theory' (Stephen 
Hawking) 'Blind' Evolution versus 
'Planned' Evolution (Charles Darwin and 
Richard Dawkins) 

12 What are planned and blind 
evolution? 

13 What are the non-religious views 
about community responsibility? 

Non-religious views on stewardship, 
social and community responsibility, 
sustainability; 'Humanists for a Better 
World' 
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What is abortion? 
The beliefs, teachings and attitudes of 
the Catholic Church toward the sanctity 
of human life, from fertilisation to its 
natural end (Matthew 19:18) and its 
attitude to abortion (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 2270), including issues 
surrounding assisted dying and palliative 
care, Evangelium Vitae 65 

15 What does the Church teach about 
the sanctity of life? 

16 How do Catholic hospices work in 
the local area? The work of local Catholic hospices and 

the significance of the Sacrament of the 
Sick 17 Why is the Sacrament of the Sick 

important? 

18 What is the Jewish belief on 
pikuach nefesh? 

Jewish beliefs, teachings and attitudes 
toward the origin and sanctity/saving of 
human life: pikuach nefesh, The Talmud 
(B.Yoma 84b number 8-9) 

19 
What are the Orthodox and Reform 
Jewish beliefs towards abortion 
and euthanasia? 

Diverse Jewish attitudes towards 
abortion and euthanasia: 
Ethics of the Fathers 4:22,  
Mishnah Oholot 7.6 

20 What do non-religious people 
believe about the quality of life? 

Non-religious views on quality of life over 
sanctity of life in relation to abortion and 
euthanasia (the views of Peter Singer) 

21 What is the ‘right to choose’? Non-religious views on ‘Right to Choose', 
'Dignity in Dying' (euthanasia) 
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22 Should we emphasise the life we 
live or the life to come? 

Non-religious views on emphasis on life 
before death rather than after-life 

23 

What are the differences between 
situational and relative approaches 
compared to doctrinal and 
absolute? 

Non-religious views on 
situationist/relativist approach rather than 
doctrinal or absolutist 
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What do Catholics believe about 
life after death? Catholic beliefs about life after death, 

including the soul, judgement, heaven, 
hell and purgatory (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 1020-1023, 1030, 1033) 25 What does the Catechism teach 

about life after death? 

26 What are the various Jewish beliefs 
on life after death? 

Orthodox and Reform Jewish beliefs and 
teachings about life 
after death, including soul, judgement, 
heaven and hell, 
resurrection, sheol, olam ha-ba 

27 
How do the features of a Catholic 
funeral reflect Catholic beliefs on 
the afterlife? 

How Catholic funerals reflect beliefs 
about the after-life (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 1684-1690) (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church 1684-1690) 

28 
How do the features of a Jewish 
funeral reflect Jewish beliefs on the 
afterlife? 

How Jewish funerals reflect beliefs about 
the after-life 

29 
How does a humanist funeral 
reflect humanist beliefs on death as 
the end? 

Humanist funerals in Wales as reflections 
of beliefs about death as the end of life 

 




