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Unit 1: Religion and Philosophical Themes 

Part A: Judaism - Core Beliefs, Teachings and Practices 

 

Suggested scheme of learning (Yr.10 January ‒ Easter) 
 

No Topic Key Question Teachers notes (from 
specification) 

Possible online 
resources 
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What do Jews believe 
about the nature of God?  Jewish belief in one, 

creative, omnipotent, 
omnipresent, 
omnibenevolent God 
(Genesis 1:3-5, Exodus 
20:1-17). 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/
education/guides/z27
634j/revision  

 http://www.myjewishl
earning.com/article/fe
eling-the-presence-
of-god/  

2 
What do the Jewish 
scriptures tell them about 
God? 

3 What do Jews believe 
about God as the Creator? 

4 
What is the Shema and 
why is it important in 
Judaism? 

 Belief in the teachings of 
the Shema, such as the 
concept of one God  

5 Why do Jews believe that 
God is transcendent? 

 God as transcendent 
above and beyond all 
earthly things (Isaiah 
55:8-9). 

6 Why do Jews believe that 
God is eternal? 

 God as eternal, merciful 
and a judge (punishes, 
rewards and forgives). 7 Why do Jews believe that 

God is merciful? 

8 Why do Jews believe that 
God is the judge? 
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What is a synagogue? The synagogue: a place 

for prayer, study, 
celebration and assembly 

http://www.wls.org.uk 

10 What are the purposes of 
the synagogue? 

11 
What are the Orthodox 
beliefs about the 
synagogue? 

Differences in tradition: 
Orthodox, Reform, 
Liberal 

12 
What are the Reform 
beliefs about the 
synagogue? 

13 
What are the Liberal 
beliefs about the 
synagogue? 

14 How is a Jewish home 
seen as a sacred place? The home: a place of 

worship, identity, 
celebration and traditions 

 

15 What is the identity of the 
Jewish home?  
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How do Jews incorporate 
the Shema into their daily 
life? 

Reciting the Shema in the 
morning and evening  

17 How do Jews show 
complete respect for God? 

Reasons why God must 
not be depicted in art and 
sometimes his full name 
is not used (G-d) 

 

18 What is a Kippah and how 
is it used? 

Reasons why kippah is 
worn  

19 What is the Tallit and how 
is it used? 

Reasons why Jewish 
men (some Liberal 
Jewish women) wear 
tallith 
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What are the main features 
of the synagogue? 

The importance of the 
synagogue: internal 
features- aron hakodesh 
(ark), ner tamid, bimah, 
Torah, Ten 
Commandments, seating 

21 How is the Torah used 
within the synagogue? Reading of the Torah 

during synagogue 
worship 

22 
How is worship in the 
synagogue practiced in 
Orthodox Judaism? Diverse practices within 

Orthodox and Reform 
synagogues – worship 
and the role and gender 
of the Rabbi 

23 
How is worship in the 
synagogue practiced in 
Reform Judaism? 

24 What is a Rabbi? 

25 What makes a home 
‘Jewish’? The importance of the 

home for worship in 
Judaism: challenges and 
benefits of observing 
Shabbat (Exodus 20:8-
10) 

26 What is Shabbat? 

27 
How is Shabbat different in 
Orthodox and Reform 
Judaism? 

28 How do Jews keep 
Kosher? 

Observing kashrut 
(kosher, treifa, parev, 
shechitah) 

http://www.koshercert
ification.org.uk/whatd
oe.htm 

http://www.standard.c
o.uk/news/uk/being-
jewish-costs-brits-an-
extra-13000-a-year-
a3151486.html 

http://www.kosher.org
.uk 

29 
What does Leviticus and 
Exodus teach about 
Kosher cooking? 

Separation of milk and 
meat in a kosher kitchen 
(Leviticus 11:1-24, 
Exodus 23:20) 

http://www.koshercertification.org.uk/whatdoe.htm
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