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Aims & Objectives: At the end of these sessions the student will be able to: 
• DEFINE the basic restrictions on sentencing for the Magistrates’ and Crown Courts 
• DISCUSS maximum and minimum sentences set out in statute 
• EXPLAIN the factors that the Magistrates or Judge will take into account when passing 

sentence 
• DISCUSS the affect that a guilty plea will have on the sentence 
• DEFINE where sentencing guidelines come from referring to the Court of Appeal, Sentencing 

Council  
• DEFINE the main categories of sentences available to the Courts 
• EXPLAIN the different forms of custodial sentences and how they work 
• DISCUSS the requirements that can be attached to community sentences and what 

purposes they are designed to achieve 
• EXPLAIN how fines are used and the issues surrounding non payment 
• EXPLAIN are conditional and absolute discharges 
 
Main Teaching and Learning Activities 
 
    Teacher/Lecturer Activities: 
 

• Introduce the session with reference to the aims and objectives set out above.   
• Discuss with the whole group what sentencing is using the questions set out on the 

PowerPoint.  Ensure all students get involved, using direct questioning if necessary. 
• Explain that there are restrictions placed on the sentences that Magistrates and Judges in 

the Crown Court can give to those convicted of offences. 
• Explain the maximum sentences that can be given by Magistrates and Crown Court 

Judges as a general rule. 
• Using the PowerPoint presentation, explain the maximum and minimum sentence 

restrictions set out in statute.  Ask and answer questions throughout to monitor students’ 
understanding. 

• With reference to the information provided in the PowerPoint, discuss the factors that will 
be considered when sentencing someone convicted of an offence.  Refer to aggravating 
and mitigating factors. 

• Explain the effect of a guilty plea on the sentence that is likely to be given. 
• Set whole group discussion set out in PowerPoint relating to the effect of entering a guilty 

plea and the sliding scale for discounts off sentences.   
• Ask the students to look at the website link for the Sentencing Guidelines Council set out 

below and find out what discounts are recommended for early guilty pleas. 



 
 

• With reference to the questions in the PowerPoint discuss the guidance and the sliding 
scale of discounts set out and whether this can be justified. Ask students what problems 
they can envisage with this system. 

• Discuss the effect the offender’s background has on the sentencing decision. 
• Discuss the roles of the Court of Appeal and Sentencing Council in relation to guidance 

on sentencing. 
• Set homework which will be to divide the students into small groups and get them to work 

on researching the work of the Sentencing Council to give a short presentation to the 
whole group in the next session. 

• Set a research task on the different types of sentence 
     
Student Activities: 
 

• Take comprehensive notes throughout the session 
• Ask and answer relevant questions throughout to increase knowledge and understanding  
• Participate in group discussions  

    
Suggested links / resources:  
 

• IWB/Whiteboard 
• Role play handout  
• Any good A Level criminal law textbook  
• http://www.sentencing-guidelines.gov.uk/docs/Reduction%20in%20Sentence-final.pdf  

 
 
Assessment of Learning  
 
 
During the lesson 
 
 

Continual assessment of student participation during the session: note 
taking, asking and answering questions, involvement in group 
discussion and participation in group tasks. 

 
Subsequent to 
lesson 
 
 

Presentation as outlined above. 

http://www.sentencing-guidelines.gov.uk/docs/Reduction%20in%20Sentence-final.pdf


 
 
TOPIC: 
 
 
 Questions: Expected answers: 
1. Why is the seriousness of the 

offence such a big consideration 
when determining the sentence? 

Students should discuss the fact that 
the Courts have to consider the amount 
of harm caused by the defendant and 
how guilty he/she is.  The more harm 
caused should logically lead to a 
greater sentence. 

2. Why should the Courts take into 
account the defendant’s 
background, etc? 

Discussion point.  Students may have 
differing views as to whether a good 
background should reduce the 
sentence whereas a bad background 
should increase it. 

3. What are mitigating and 
aggravating factors? 

Students should recall that aggravating 
factors make the crime worse and are 
likely to increase the sentence whereas 
mitigating factors make it look better 
and are likely to reduce the sentence. 

4.   
5.   
6.   
7.   
8.   
9.   
10.   
11.   
12.   
13.   
14.   
15.   
16.   
17.   
18.   
19.   
20.   
21.   
22.   
23.   
24.   
25.   
 
 
 
 
 

PRINCIPLES OF SENTENCING (1) 


