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Media Studies - Hollywood Film

REVIEWS/ ARTICLES

Sight and Sound
http://old.bfi.org.uk/sightandsound/feature/49610

Roger Ebert (respected film critic)
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/shutter-
island-2010 

Task- read the first review. Make notes on what the reviewer 
suggests about the film’s narrative construction. 
 
Task- read the Ebert review. What points does this review 
make about the use of genre in the film?

SYNOPSIS

It is 1954, and up-and-coming U.S. marshal Teddy Daniels 
is assigned to investigate the disappearance of a patient from 
Boston’s Shutter Island Ashecliffe Hospital. He’s been pushing 
for an assignment on the island for personal reasons, but 
before long he wonders whether he hasn’t been brought there 
as part of a twisted plot by hospital doctors whose radical 
treatments range from unethical to illegal to downright 
sinister. Teddy’s shrewd investigating skills soon provide a 
promising lead, but the hospital refuses him access to records 
he suspects would break the case wide open. As a hurricane 
cuts off communication with the mainland, more dangerous 
criminals “escape” in the confusion, and the puzzling, 
improbable clues multiply, Teddy begins to doubt everything 
- his memory, his partner, even his own sanity. (imdb.com)

POINTS TO CONSIDER
• This film was partly marketed on the name recognition of 

film-maker Scorsese, who was renowned for crime films 
such as Mean Streets and Goodfellas. 

• The star power of DiCaprio is important to Shutter Island, 
with the narrative exploiting our expectations of him. 

• The use of genre and influence from European cinema 
(especially Mario Bava) is intriguing, making Shutter 
Island a gothic noir hybrid. 

• Shutter Island is also a psychological thriller that focuses 
on male psychology, typical of Scorsese who has looked at 
themes of masculinity throughout his career. 

INTERVIEWS WITH FILM MAKER

http://www.film4.com/special-features/interviews/q-
a-martin-scorsese-on-shutter-island

http://www.incontention.com/2010/12/10/interview-
leonardo-dicaprio-on-inception-and-shutter-island-
parallels-and-a-shifting-industry-landscape/ 

Task- Read the first interview. What points does the director 
make about construction of narrative and media language?
 
Read the interview with DiCaprio. What does the actor tell 
us about the film industry and the institutional contexts of 
Shutter Island?

DIRECTOR Martin Scorsese

SCREENWRITER Laeta Kalogridis

STARRING Leonardo DiCaprio, Mark Ruffalo, 
Michelle Williams

PRODUCTION 
COMPANIES

Phoenix Pictures, Appian Way 
Productions

DISTRIBUTOR Paramount Pictures

BUDGET $80 million

BOX OFFICE $294.8 million

Shutter Island (2010)

TRAILER  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5iaYLCiq5RM
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