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Media Studies - Hollywood Film
Blade Runner (1982)

REVIEWS 

Sight and Sound
http://www.bfi.org.uk/news-opinion/news-bfi/
features/blade-runner 

Roger Ebert (influential film critic)
http://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/blade-runner-
directors-cut-1992 

Task- read the first article. It is very long, but concentrate 
specifically on the first few paragraphs (up to ‘Origin Story’). 

Underline points made about the film’s use of media 
language, and any information about institutional factors.  

Task- read Ebert’s review. What comments does the writer 
make about the film’s specific realisation of the Science 
Fiction genre? 

SYNOPSIS

In the year 2019, ex-detective Rick Deckard is called out of 
retirement to track down and eliminate a team of humanoid 
androids that have escaped from an outer space mining 
colony and have taken refuge here on Earth. During his 
search for the fugitives, he discovers some disturbing secrets 
about the future plans of the androids’ manufacturer, the 
Tyrell Corporation. 
(Google)

TRAILER 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eogpIG53Cis

POINTS TO CONSIDER

• Blade Runner is considered a highly seminal film for its 
visual panache and the depiction of a dystopian future.  

• Harrison Ford was a very bankable film star at the time of 
the release, known for another Science Fiction text (Star 
Wars).

• However, the film was not a box office hit when it was 
released with audiences rejecting the darker ideologies 
and look of Blade Runner.  

• Director Ridley Scott has revamped his original version, 
releasing a ‘director’s cut’ in 1991, and a ‘Final’ cut in 
2007, making the film something of an ongoing text.

INTERVIEW WITH FILM MAKER

http://www.americancinemapapers.com/files/
bladerunner.htm 

http://www.empireonline.com/movies/features/
empire-80s-month-ridley-scott-revisits-blade-runner/ 

Task- Read the first interview, conducted at the time of 
initial release. What points does Scott make about genre film 
making? 
 
The second interview involves Scott looking back at the 
filming of Blade Runner. What does the director say about the 
intuitional factors surrounding the film?

DIRECTOR Ridley Scott

SCREENWRITERS Hampton Fancher, David Peoples

STARRING Harrison Ford, Sean Young

PRODUCTION 
COMPANY

The Ladd Company, Shaw Brothers, 
Blade Runner Partnership

DISTRIBUTOR Warner Bros. 

BUDGET $28 million

BOX OFFICE $33. 8 million
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