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Production processes

Pitching Process 
A PRODUCTION COMPANY, consisting of maybe 
WRITERS and a key CAST member will start looking 
for a STUDIO to financially back their project.  When 
you get this, you then need a NETWORK to ‘PICKUP’ 
the programme and commission a PILOT.

In the US they have ‘PILOT’ Season which is a period 
of time where single episodes of a programme are 
made so networks can see what the programme might 
look like before ‘picking up’ the programme.

PRE-PRODUCTION

PRODUCTION

POST-PRODUCTION
If a network likes the look of the pilot they can either

• Pick-up the full order for the programme and specify 
the number of episodes that can be made

• Pass or drop the order, which can then allow another 
network to pick the pilot up

• If the programme gets the go ahead to go into 
production then this is called ‘Greenlighting’

With the greenlight the 
production team must 
now hire or determine 
their SHOW-RUNNER 
and PRODUCTION team 
for the rest of their run.  
The SHOW-RUNNER 
is in charge and works 
with the cast, crew and 
production team to plan 
the PRE-PRODUCTION, 
PRODUCTION and POST-
PRODUCTION processes 
from here.

Filming and Production now continues. This 
includes the choice of location, whether it be a 
studio based setting or in a city/district in America.

Studio locations can allow an audience to 
come and watch, and therefore filming is done 
chronologically one episode a week is produced.

On-location shoots can allow the production to 
move along faster as there is no requirement 
to have an audience and can be filmed out-of-
sequence.

At the end of the Pilots Season, 
the networks will be involved in 
Upfront’s week.  They will be 
marketing their new programmes 
for the upcoming new season.  
This runs while the production is 
underway.

If a network sells 
advertising space 
to Domino’s pizza 
then you don’t 
want a storyline in 
your programme 
about the 
characters getting 
food poisoning 
after eating pizza.

Now the filming is complete then editing will take place 
before it goes on the air.  There is one more check 
by the network to make sure that it fits with what they 
expect and that it fits with the commercial space they 
have sold.


