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Intertextuality

Intertextuality
• The relationship between different media texts is very important and in sitcom it can be used in a 

variety of ways.

• Homage and parody are the most popular forms of intertextual references in sitcom.

• Some sitcoms rely on satire.

• Intertextuality can be subtle, by slight reference to existing works of popular culture.

• It is really important to refer to the context of each sitcom to understand how Intertextuality comes 
into effect.

Homage
• A homage may be a reference to a text, person or event that the writers, directors or even production 

company think highly of.

• In the Big Bang Theory the cast regularly refer to Marvel Comics and DC Universe through their 
costume and narrative.  This is more because the organisation has a high regard for the films and is 
a great referential point to help with the representation of a ‘geek’ or ‘nerd’.

• Can you think of any homage style references in the IT Crowd with Moss’ plot and the character of 
Prime?

Parody
• A parody is normally a humorous retelling of a serious or complex issue.  The creators of a sitcom 

may do this to simplify complicated issues or lighten darker aspects of the narrative.

• In a sitcom like The Simpsons or Family Guy they will refer to aspects of American politics or 
celebrity legal issues in a light-hearted way.  This is an attempt to find a lighter side to more troubling 
issues.

• Can you think of any parody in the IT Crowd with Roy’s unfortunate situation that has links to social 
hierarchies of jobs?

Satire
• Satire is extremely common in British sitcoms that do take on a very serious subject matter but 

change some of the facts for comedic effect.  The humour is normally ironic, exaggerated or used to 
ridicule people or organisations.

• In a sitcom like 30 Rock, based in the building of NBC Universal, they make jokes about their own 
company and these are used to exaggerate situations.

• Satire, although it is a powerful effect isn’t seen in the chosen episodes of IT Crowd and Friends but 
can you see it used in some of your sitcom research?
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Potential areas for analysis in relation to Intertextuality

• Countdown

• Gyles Brandeth appearance

• Posters, logos and branding on cups that they drink from.

• Choice of drinks in the club (Kubrickian Milk Bar?)

• References to ‘geek/nerd’

• 

Potential areas for analysis in relation to Intertextuality

• Chandler referencing ‘hump & hairpiece’ – Notre Dame

• Mr Potato Head (Rachel’s fiancé)

• The Spanish Soap Opera (telenovela) Tres Destinos (1993) being watched in the apartment

• Phoebe singing ‘Favourite Things’ from The Sound of Music

What does the use of each aspect say about – 

• The type of audience the sitcom draws in?

• The time in which the sitcom is being made?

What does the use of each aspect say about – 

• The type of audience the sitcom draws in?

• The time in which the sitcom is being made?
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