
 

Identify the techniques of dialogue  

Having examined what makes for interesting and effective dialogue, this activity provides an 
opportunity to look at some professional examples of scripts.  
There are 6 extracts from scripts provided and below, a reminder of the 10 key points that 
help to create excellent dialogue. Using the space around the outside of the examples, 
annotate where the techniques have been used and offer some personal opinion and ideas 
as to why each technique has been useful.  
Finally, use the space at the bottom of this page to explain which of the scripts you think is 
the most effective and with reasons why.  

1. It must characterise the personality of the speaker.  
The way that a character speaks, what they say and how they say it are vital components of creating 
individuals. Just as real people express themselves in unique ways, so must your characters.  
2. It must maintain the individuality of the speaker but still remain in the style of the screenplay.  
Whilst it’s important to ensure that your characters are individuals, they mustn’t sound anachronistic or not 
suit the genre in some way. If your screenplay has a particular style or tone, your characters, regardless of 
their individuality, must still fit within this universe.  
3. It must reflect the speaker’s mood or emotion or provide some window into their life. 
How your character feels when they’re speaking is important to them and it should be important to the 
audience. It’s also vitally important as it not only reveals information that makes your characters seem 
more ‘real’ but can allow the narrative to develop.  
4. It must reveal the motivation of the speaker or attempt to hide their emotion. 
What a character wants to do can be shown on screen through direction, but sometimes dialogue allows 
the audience to get a clear understanding of why a character wants to do something. 
5. It must reflect the relationship of the speaker to others. 
When we speak to people we address them in a way that reflects our relationships; we may be incredibly 
friendly, informal and chatty with our friends, but be much colder, formal and reticent if addressing 
someone in authority.  
6. It must lead into action or help to join the story from previous action. 
Carefully consider what effect the scene before may have on your character and their dialogue going 
forward.  
7. It must advance action. 
Ensure that your characters have a purpose to their dialogue, that they’re not just saying something for 
the sake of it so that ideally, it propels the story in a naturally sounding way. 
8. It must aim to carry information or exposition in a natural manner. 
Information or exposition must be revealed in a natural and restricted manner, carefully revealing 
motivation or ideas one at a time and in a way that doesn’t feel forced or as if the character is speaking to 
not only another character but also at the same time, the audience. 
9. It must have a purpose, for example, to foreshadow. 
Not every utterance from a character has to lead to a revelation later on in the screenplay, but some 
information relating to a key plot point later on can be referenced via character dialogue 
10. It must be clear and comprehensible to the audience. 
Sentence lengths should be relatively short, any words from characters should be just a few lines at a time 
and ensure that word length, syllable length and punctuation is carefully managed to ensure that the 
rhythm of the dialogue flows in a fluid style.  

I think the most effective script extract is… 



 

Extract 1: Rebel Without A Cause 



 

Extract 2: Slumdog Millionaire 



 

Extract 3: Little Miss Sunshine 

 



 

Extract 4: One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest



 

Extract 5: Casablanca 



 

Extract 6: Vertigo 

 


