
Teacher notes - Un long dimanche de   
fiançailles

The film, Un long dimanche de fiançailles, directed by Jean-Pierre Jeunet, is based on a novel of the 
same name written by Sébastien Japrisot.

In 1917, five French soldiers are convicted of self-mutilation in a court martial in order to escape 
further military service in the trenches on the Somme during the First World War.

Instead of being executed immediately, they are condemned to face near certain death in the no 
man’s land between the French and German lines.

In 1919, Mathilde, Manech’s fiancée and childhood sweetheart, still refuses to believe that Manech 
is dead in spite of the French authorities’ insistence. Mathilde begins to uncover clues as to what 
actually took place on the battlefield, engaging Germain Pire a private detective to help her. Eventually 
Mathilde finds out her fiancé is alive but suffering from amnesia.

Brief synopsis of the film 

Description of activity 
and suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 Who said what. This is a matching 
exercise using sound files/extracts 
from the film. Students are asked 
to match the sound files to both 
the character involved and the 
mood depicted in the extract.

The sound bites are taken 
from the film but could also be 
presented with the corresponding 
visual element.

This is suitable as an individual 
task but also as a group task. 
The students need to be familiar 
with the film and the teacher 
can ask them, in addition, to 
locate the extract within the film, 
identify immediately preceding 
or following scenes. They can be 
asked to explain the significance 
of the extract. They will need to 
know the names of the characters 
(and how to spell them correctly) 
and be able to identify a range of 
moods.

Using the task as a model, groups 
of students can create similar 
tasks for their peers.

Listening and identification of the 
mood/ambience of extracts from 
the film. 

Knowledge of the content of 
the films, increasing knowledge 
of terms describing moods and 
ambience.

Creating follow-up exercises or 
tasks and working collaboratively 
with other students or their 
teacher. Oral discussion and 
justification of choices made.
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Activity 2 This again is a matching exercise 
but with 10 sub-tasks. Students 
are asked to match short 
extracts from the film and the 
corresponding short description 
of the mood/ ambience with a 
post-it or polaroid type photo of 
a character. The descriptions of 
the mood are quite short and are 
not always complete. This gives 
scope for candidates to add to the 
description of the mood.

This is suitable as an individual 
task but also as a group task. 
The students need to be familiar 
with the film and the teacher 
can ask them, in addition, to 
locate the extract within the film, 
identify immediately preceding 
or following scenes, if relevant. 
They can be asked to explain the 
significance of the extract. They 
will need to know the names of 
the characters (and how to spell 
them correctly) and be able to 
identify a range of moods. 

Using the task as a model, groups 
of students can create similar 
tasks for their peers. 

Listening and identification of the 
mood/ambience of extracts from 
the film. 

Knowledge of the content of 
the films, increasing knowledge 
of terms describing moods and 
ambiance.

Creating follow-up exercises or 
tasks and working collaboratively 
with other students or their 
teacher. Oral discussion and 
justification of choices made.

Activity 3 Two minute challenge

This is a time limited writing task. 
Students have two minutes to 
write a short summary in French 
about what they have seen and 
heard. This task is a written task 
which can then be corrected by 
the teacher or by classmates.  
After the allotted time has gone, 
students have to stop writing. 
Versions can be compared and 
corrected.  It is up to the teacher if 
s/he decides to supply a “fair copy” 
and whether to give the students 
and opportunity to correct their 
original versions and/or to expand 
them. 

Students require good knowledge 
of the film to complete the task. 
In addition, as the time allocated 
is short, they must be able to 
assemble their thoughts and write 
them down succinctly, coherently 
and correctly.

They also are likely to need to 
discuss their findings orally with 
the teacher or classmates.
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Teachers can select their own 
short extracts from the film and 
give students similar tasks using 
their own mechanical or computer 
“timers”. They can also initially 
increase the time allocated for 
their own “home-made” tasks.

Similarly, students can select 
further extracts for their 
classmates.


