
Teacher notes - La Rafle 

La Rafle is a 2010 French film directed by Roselyne Bosch.

In 1942, Paris is occupied by the Germans. Joseph Weismann is twelve years old and in the early 
hours of 16th July 1942 the French Police arrest all the Jews and take them to the Vél’ d’Hiv. They meet 
Annette Monod, a young French nurse and Dr Scheinbaum, a Jewish doctor. The living conditions are 
appalling and squalid, with no water and food supplies running out. A few days later, the Jews are 
transferred to a transit camp in Beaune-la-Rolande, 100km south of Paris. Annette asks to follow them 
to carry on her voluntary work but she begins showing signs of exhaustion and malnutrition, too. A 
few days later, the parents and older children are deported to what they believe are working camps 
in Eastern Europe, while the younger children are told they will join them the following week. Joseph’s 
mother orders him to escape before she is taken away. He and a friend manage to escape by crawling 
under barbed wire. The next day, the remaining children are despatched by train to death camps. 
After the war in 1945, Annette is searching for survivors in a hotel in Paris where they are gathered. 
She finds Joseph who has been adopted by a French family and Nono Zygler, a young orphan she 
cared for after the raid.

Brief synopsis of the film 

Description of activity 
and suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 Listening activity. Students are 
taught skills of close listening 
to assess mood – it also allows 
them to become familiar with 
and practise key single lexical 
items for describing mood.

Students listen to sound files 
and match up to the correct 
character while thinking about 
the mood that is conveyed.  This 
could be done individually at a 
computer or as a class activity.  
Follow-up work could be done 
where students discuss the 
significance of the mood in 
relation to the character and 
be encouraged to find other 
examples from the film.  

Activity 2 This activity builds on the first 
one as reading skills will be 
developed, as well as enhanced 
understanding of key scenes. 
This gives students key essay 
phrases to describe the 
ambience rather than just single 
lexical items. 

Students watch a series of video 
clips and read post-it notes 
which describe the ambience 
and mood in each of the clips. 
They must then drag and drop 
the post-it notes to the right 
clip.  Used as a starter activity 
this could introduce students to 
extended descriptions of mood 
before they go on to apply 
similar descriptions to clips of 
the film they are studying. 
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Activity 3 This activity develops summary 
writing skills. Students are 
encouraged to watch a clip and 
write notes that they will use to 
write a more detailed summary. 
The purpose of the ‘against the 
clock’ approach is to encourage 
students to write succinctly but 
effectively.  

This is an easy activity to adapt 
to any film. Teachers could copy 
the idea by choosing a clip from 
the film they are studying and 
giving students two minutes 
to write a summary of what 
they have seen. In this activity, 
they need to focus specifically 
on the moods of the different 
characters. The timing element 
can be used to set a personal 
challenge if working individually 
and if at first they find it difficult 
it can be repeated (either in 
the same lesson or later on) 
with the aim of improvement. 
It could also be used in a 
competitive way in pairs or ‘beat 
the teacher’ with the teacher 
providing a model answer but 
with the same time constraint 
(or less time!).


