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Le Havre is a 2011 comedy-drama film written and directed by Aki Kaurismäki.

Marcel Marx, a former bohemian and struggling author, has given up his literary ambitions and 
relocated to the port city Le Havre. He leads a simple life based around his wife Arletty, his favourite 
bar and his not too profitable profession as a shoe shiner. As Arletty suddenly becomes seriously 
ill, Marcel’s path crosses with an underage illegal immigrant from Africa. A dock worker in Le Havre 
hears a human sound inside one of the containers in port. The police of Le Havre and French border 
guards find a group of illegal African immigrants still alive inside the container. On the sign from one 
of his elders, a young teen boy among the illegal immigrants manages to escape, news of which hits 
the local media. The first friendly face that boy, Idrissa, encounters is that of Marcel Marx. Marcel and 
friendly neighbours and other townspeople help to hide him from the police. The police inspector 
may, or may not, be hot on their heels. Marcel decides to help Idrissa by hiding him in his house. 
Marcel goes to great lengths to find out Idrissa’s story, which leads to Marcel’s further task of trying to 
get Idrissa to London, his original destination where he can find his family.

Brief synopsis of the film 

Description of activity 
and suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 Listening activity. Students are 
taught skills of close listening 
to assess mood – it also allows 
them to become familiar with 
and practise key single lexical 
items for describing mood. 

Students listen to sound files 
and match up to the correct 
character while thinking about 
the mood that is conveyed.  This 
could be done individually at a 
computer or as a class activity.  
Follow-up work could be done 
where students discuss the 
significance of the mood in 
relation to the character and 
be encouraged to find other 
examples from the film.  

Activity 2 This activity builds on the first 
one as reading skills will be 
developed, as well as enhanced 
understanding of key scenes. 
This gives students key essay 
phrases to describe the 
ambience rather than just single 
lexical items. 

Students watch a series of video 
clips and read post-it notes 
which describe the ambience 
and mood in each of the clips. 
They must then drag and drop 
the post-it notes to the right 
clip.  Used as a starter activity 
this could introduce students to 
extended descriptions of mood 
before they go on to apply 
similar descriptions to clips of 
the film they are studying. 
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Activity 3 This activity develops summary 
writing skills. Students are 
encouraged to watch a clip and 
write notes that they will use to 
write a more detailed summary. 
The purpose of the ‘against the 
clock’ approach is to encourage 
students to write succinctly but 
effectively. 

This is an easy activity to adapt 
to any film. Teachers could copy 
the idea by choosing a clip from 
the film they are studying and 
giving students two minutes 
to write a summary of what 
they have seen. In this activity, 
they need to focus specifically 
on the moods of the different 
characters. The timing element 
can be used to set a personal 
challenge if working individually 
and if at first they find it difficult 
it can be repeated (either in 
the same lesson or later on) 
with the aim of improvement. 
It could also be used in a 
competitive way in pairs or ‘beat 
the teacher’ with the teacher 
providing a model answer but 
with the same time constraint 
(or less time!). 


