
Teacher notes - La classe

La classe (original French title “Entre les murs”) is a 2008 French drama film directed by Laurent 
Cantet.  It is based on the novel Entre les murs, published in  2006 by François Bégaudeau.  It relates 
the latter’s  experiences as a French language and literature teacher in a middle school in the 20th 
arrondissement of Paris. François Bégaudeau himself plays the role of the teacher, Mr Marin in the 
film version.

The film covers an academic year in the middle school.  

The film is set mostly in the classroom where François Marin teaches French to a mixed group 
of difficult 14-year-olds and also in the staff room, the playground, the principal’s office and in a 
conference room. 

The film centres around Mr Marin and the difficulties he has teaching French and French literature to 
these particular pupils who do not share his values and cultural or linguistic background. Although 
many pupils are ‘difficult’, three, namely Esmeralda, Khoumba and Souleymane are very difficult. Not 
all pupils are difficult, however. Wei, for example, is intelligent, hardworking and keen to learn but is 
hindered by his lack of French and his non-European background.

Brief synopsis of the film 

Description of activity and 
suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 Who said what. This is a matching 
exercise using sound files/extracts from 
the film. Students are asked to match the 
sound files to both the character involved 
and the mood depicted in the extract.

The sound bites are taken from the film 
but could also be presented with the 
corresponding visual element.

This is suitable as an individual task 
but also as a group task. The students 
need to be familiar with the film and 
the teacher can ask them in addition 
to locate the extract within the film 
and identify immediately preceding or 
following scenes. They can be asked to 
explain the significance of the extract. 
They will need to know the names of 
the characters (and how to spell them 
correctly) and be able to identify a range 
of moods. 

Using the task as a model, groups of 
students can create similar tasks for their 
peers.

Listening and identification of the mood/
ambience of extracts from the film. 

Knowledge of the content of the films, 
increasing knowledge of terms describing 
moods and ambiance.

Creating follow-up exercises or tasks 
and working collaboratively with other 
students or their teacher. Oral discussion 
and justification of choices made.
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Activity 2 This again is a matching exercise but 
with 10 sub-tasks. Students are asked 
to match short extracts from the film 
and the corresponding short description 
of the mood/ ambience with a post-it 
or polaroid type photo of a character. 
The descriptions of the mood are quite 
short and are not always complete. This 
gives scope for students to add to the 
description of the mood.

This is suitable as an individual task but 
also as a group task. The students need 
to be familiar with the film.  The teacher 
can ask them, in addition, to locate 
the extract within the film and identify 
immediately preceding or following 
scenes, if relevant. They can be asked to 
explain the significance of the extract. 
They will need to know the names of 
the characters (and how to spell them 
correctly) and be able to identify a range 
of moods. 

Using the task as a model, groups of 
students can create similar tasks for their 
peers. 

Listening and identification of the mood/ 
ambience of extracts from the film. 

Knowledge of the content of the films, 
increasing knowledge of terms describing 
moods and ambiance.

Creating follow-up exercises or tasks 
and working collaboratively with other 
students or their teacher. Oral discussion 
and justification of choices made.

Activity 3 Two minute challenge.

This is a time limited writing task. 
Students have only two minutes to write 
a short summary in French about what 
they have seen and heard. This task is a 
written task which can then be corrected 
by the teacher or by classmates. Versions 
can be compared and corrected.  It is up 
to the teacher if s/he decides to supply 
a “fair copy” and whether to give the 
students and opportunity to correct their 
original versions and/or to expand them. 

Teachers can select their own short 
extracts from the film and give students 
similar tasks using their own mechanical 
or computer “timers”. They can also 
initially increase the time allocated for 
their own “home-made” tasks.

Similarly, students can select further 
extracts for their classmates. 

 Students require good knowledge of the 
film to complete the task. In addition, 
as the time allocated is short, they must 
be able to assemble their thoughts and 
write them down succinctly, coherently 
and correctly.

They also are likely to need to discuss 
their findings orally with the teacher or 
classmates.


