
Teacher notes - La Rafle 

La Rafle is a 2010 French film directed by Roselyne Bosch.

In 1942, Paris is occupied by the Germans. Joseph Weismann is twelve years old and in the early 
hours of 16th July 1942 the French Police arrest all the Jews and take them to the Vél’ d’Hiv. They meet 
Annette Monod, a young French nurse and Dr Scheinbaum, a Jewish doctor. The living conditions are 
appalling and squalid, with no water and food supplies running out. A few days later, the Jews are 
transferred to a transit camp in Beaune-la-Rolande, 100km south of Paris. Annette asks to follow them 
to carry on her voluntary work but she begins showing signs of exhaustion and malnutrition, too. A 
few days later, the parents and older children are deported to what they believe are working camps 
in Eastern Europe, while the younger children are told they will join them the following week. Joseph’s 
mother orders him to escape before she is taken away. He and a friend manage to escape by crawling 
under barbed wire. The next day, the remaining children are despatched by train to death camps. 
After the war in 1945, Annette is searching for survivors in a hotel in Paris where they are gathered. 
She finds Joseph who has been adopted by a French family and Nono Zygler, a young orphan she 
cared for after the raid.

Brief synopsis of the film 

Description of activity 
and suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 This activity is a matching 
activity. Statements have to be 
matched to the individual word 
or groups of words containing 
important themes of the film.  
However, there is an added 
challenge as this activity has a 
time limit.  

The on-screen themes comprise 
only a small number of words to 
allow the “challenge” or “game” 
feature of the task. Please note 
also that the rejected themes 
are also useful because they are 
often the opposite of the theme 
illustrated. By negating the 
“wrong” themes, it is possible to 
add to the number of relevant 
themes for the extract. The right 
answer in the game usually 
shows three “correct” themes.     
A class discussion can take place 
once the matching exercise has 
been completed “on screen”. 
Such discussion could take a 
theme and discuss the director’s 
thoughts on it.

Listening, reading, oral (class 
discussion--see below) This can 
lead to writing (paragraph on 
themes in the extract).

A class discussion is possible 
once the task has been tackled 
as a “game” and has been 
completed “on screen”. Such 
discussion could take a theme 
and discuss the director’s 
thoughts on it in greater detail 
(.e.g. anti-semitism).
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Activity 2 This is a translation exercise 
(French into English/Welsh) of 
a review of the film, containing 
key thematic content. This task 
does not have a vocabulary 
list or a list of corresponding 
French/English (or Welsh) 
constructions or idioms and 
is therefore quite demanding. 
There is also a pop up 
solution. Students can tackle 
this on their own or in small 
groups.  Afterwards they could 
compare their translation with 
translations by other class 
members and/or the pop up 
solution (in English).

Reading, understanding 
translating from the language of 
study into English or Welsh.

Activity 3 For this activity students have 
to read two quite long reviews 
on the film, with a view to 
writing their own.  One review 
is very positive and the other 
is very negative Before writing 
their own review, students 
should be carefully prepared 
by teachers.  Initially that might 
probably involve reading and 
thoroughly understanding the 
two model reviews which are 
rich in (often contrasting) ideas.  
Thereafter, students could 
discuss the relative strengths 
and weaknesses of the reviews.  
At the teacher’s discretion, 
students could then write 
their own, which they could 
subsequently present to the 
class.

Reading , critical evaluation,  
oral presentation, probably 
written class work and also 
writing (individual, or a 
composite group review)


