
Teacher notes - La classe

La classe (original French title “Entre les murs”) is a 2008 French drama film directed by Laurent 
Cantet.  It is based on the novel Entre les murs, published in  2006 by François Bégaudeau.  It relates 
the latter’s  experiences as a French language and literature teacher in a middle school in the 20th 
arrondissement of Paris. François Bégaudeau himself plays the role of the teacher, Mr Marin in the 
film version.

The film covers an academic year in the middle school.  

The film is set mostly in the classroom where François Marin teaches French to a mixed group 
of difficult 14-year-olds and also in the staff room, the playground, the principal’s office and in a 
conference room. 

The film centres around Mr Marin and the difficulties he has teaching French and French literature to 
these particular pupils who do not share his values and cultural or linguistic background. Although 
many pupils are ‘difficult’, three, namely Esmeralda, Khoumba and Souleymane are very difficult. Not 
all pupils are difficult, however. Wei, for example, is intelligent, hardworking and keen to learn but is 
hindered by his lack of French and his non-European background.

Brief synopsis of the film 

Description of activity 
and suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 This activity is a matching 
activity.  Statements have to be 
matched to the individual word 
or groups of words containing 
important themes of the film. 
However, there is an added 
challenge as this activity has a 
time limit.  

The on-screen themes comprise 
only a small number of words to 
allow the “challenge” or “game” 
feature of the task. Please note 
that the rejected themes are 
also useful because they are 
often the opposite of the theme 
illustrated. By negating the 
“wrong” themes, it is possible to 
add to the number of relevant 
themes for the extract. The right 
answer in the game usually 
shows three “correct” themes. A 
class discussion can take place 
once the matching exercise has 
been completed “on screen”. 
Such discussion could take a 
theme and discuss the author’s 
thoughts on it.

Listening, reading, oral (class 
discussion--see below) This can 
lead to writing (paragraph on 
themes in the extract).

A class discussion is possible 
once the task has been tackled 
as a “game” and has been 
completed “on screen”. Such 
discussion could take a theme 
and discuss the author’s 
thoughts on it in greater detail 
(.e.g. social exclusion).
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Activity 2 This is a translation exercise 
(French into English/Welsh) of 
a review of the film, containing 
key thematic content. This task 
does not have a vocabulary 
list or a list of corresponding 
French/English (or Welsh) 
constructions or idioms and 
is therefore quite demanding. 
There is also a pop-up 
solution. Students can tackle 
this on their own or in small 
groups.  Afterwards they could 
compare their translation with 
translations by other class 
members and/or the pop-up 
solution (in English).

Reading, understanding 
translating from the language of 
study into English or Welsh.

Activity 3 For this activity students have 
to read two quite long reviews 
on the film, with a view to 
writing their own. One review 
is very positive and the other 
is very negative Before writing 
their own review, students 
should be carefully prepared 
by teachers. Initially that will 
probably involve reading and 
thoroughly understanding the 
two model reviews which are 
rich in (often contrasting) ideas. 
Thereafter, students could 
discuss the relative strengths 
and weaknesses of the reviews.  
At the teacher’s discretion, 
students could then write 
their own, which they could 
subsequently present to the 
class.

 Reading, critical evaluation, oral 
presentation, probably written 
class work and also writing 
(individual, or a composite 
group review)


