
Teacher notes - La Rafle 

La Rafle is a 2010 French film directed by Roselyne Bosch.

In 1942, Paris is occupied by the Germans. Joseph Weismann is twelve years old and in the early 
hours of 16th July 1942 the French Police arrest all the Jews and take them to the Vél’ d’Hiv. They meet 
Annette Monod, a young French nurse and Dr Scheinbaum, a Jewish doctor. The living conditions are 
appalling and squalid, with no water and food supplies running out. A few days later, the Jews are 
transferred to a transit camp in Beaune-la-Rolande, 100km south of Paris. Annette asks to follow them 
to carry on her voluntary work but she begins showing signs of exhaustion and malnutrition, too. A 
few days later, the parents and older children are deported to what they believe are working camps 
in Eastern Europe, while the younger children are told they will join them the following week. Joseph’s 
mother orders him to escape before she is taken away. He and a friend manage to escape by crawling 
under barbed wire. The next day, the remaining children are despatched by train to death camps. 
After the war in 1945, Annette is searching for survivors in a hotel in Paris where they are gathered. 
She finds Joseph who has been adopted by a French family and Nono Zygler, a young orphan she 
cared for after the raid.

Brief synopsis of the film 

Description of activity 
and suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 Scaffolded mind map. Students 
have a photo of one of the 
characters (SURA) surrounded 
by “mind map” bubbles 
containing questions about 
her. They also have statements 
which they drag to the 
appropriate mind map. Paper 
versions of the task are also 
available.

This matching exercise tests 
reading comprehension and 
students’ knowledge of the film. 
The task can be completed by 
an individual, or discussed orally 
by groups of students. Students 
can create similar tasks for 
other characters in the film, 
using generic type questions 
starting with Qui ? Pourquoi ? 
Quand ? Où ? Que ?  
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Activity 2 Mind map without ‘scaffold’. 
Students have a photo of one 
of the characters (ANNETTE 
MONOD) surrounded by “mind 
map” bubbles containing 
questions about her. This time, 
however, they have to answer 
the questions themselves. 
Examples of possible answers 
are given as a check.

This reading and writing 
exercise tests reading 
comprehension and students’ 
knowledge of the film. The 
task can be completed by an 
individual, or discussed orally 
by groups of students. Students 
can create similar tasks for 
other characters in the film, 
using generic type questions 
starting with Qui ? Pourquoi ? 
Quand ? Où ? Que ?  and expect 
their fellow students to provide 
answers which can then be 
checked by the class or the 
teacher.

Activity 3 Removing a character. This 
task essentially asks students 
to evaluate the contribution 
of the chosen character 
(JO WEISMANN) to the film. 
Students are required to read 
a character description and 
evaluation and to summarise 
the essentials.

This is a reading and writing 
task which can only be 
completed when the students 
are familiar with the character. 
It requires the ability to 
summarise the essentials in 
French.

Teachers or students can 
create similar tasks using other 
characters essential to the 
events in the film, such as his 
family, Nono, Annette.


