
Teacher notes - Un long dimanche de   
fiançailles

The film, Un long dimanche de fiançailles, directed by Jean-Pierre Jeunet, is based on a novel of the 
same name written by Sébastien Japrisot.

In 1917, five French soldiers are convicted of self-mutilation in a court martial in order to escape 
further military service in the trenches on the Somme during the First World War. Instead of being 
executed immediately, they are condemned to face near certain death in the no man’s land between 
the French and German lines.

In 1919, Mathilde, Manech’s fiancée and childhood sweetheart, still refuses to believe that Manech is 
dead in spite of the French authorities’ insistence. Mathilde begins to uncover clues as to what actually 
took place on the battlefield, engaging Germain Pire, a private detective to help her.

Eventually Mathilde finds out her fiancé is alive but suffering from amnesia. 

Brief synopsis of the film 

Description of activity 
and suggested uses Skills covered

Activity 1 Students are invited to place 
key events before and after 
Mathilde’s visit to the army 
archives.

This is a check on students’ 
knowledge of details of some 
of the events in the film. The 
scenes mentioned can, in 
turn, be discussed from the 
point of view of chronology 
(film sequence is not always 
chronological), importance, 
relevance to structure/plot, 
character.

This can lead to further oral and 
written work.

Reading skills following listening 
skills from watching the film.

Sequencing and problem 
solving.
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Activity 2 Importance of the scene.

The scene in the trenches 
focusses on Manech and his 
situation, also his character and 
background. It also introduces 
Mathilde and explains the 
relationship between them.

If desired, the excerpt can 
be split into the two scenes 
(trenches and Brittany). The 
description of Manech can be 
compared to that of the other 
four condemned men.

The description of Mathilde’s 
determination and character 
can be compared to the way 
she carries out her investigation 
with determination.

The lighthouse also has an 
importance in Manech and 
Mathilde’s relationship.

Writing and responding to cues. 
The excerpt can also lead to 
oral discussions on characters, 
events, cinematographic skills, 
the importance of the narrator.
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Activity 3 Effect on the plot. 

The photos represent 
characters.  Two photos can be 
used as stimuli to comparisons 
between the characters and 
also the relationships between 
the characters. Manech has 
been chosen in this series of 
tasks as the main character, 
but the class might consider 
Mathilde to be the main 
character and comparisons can 
be made between her and the 
other characters. 

Not all the ‘main’ characters 
have been included. The same 
exercise could be carried out 
with other characters, perhaps 
using ‘screen grabs’ as photos.

Another possibility is to supply 
students with anonymous 
descriptions of characters and 
ask them to match them to 
characters. 

Writing skills - short character 
studies, in particular, the 
analysis of relationships 
between characters and how 
they affect the plot. Individual 
character studies can also be 
written.

The tasks can also be completed 
orally. Perhaps they could be 
completed orally and recorded 
and class-mates required to 
recognise the character from 
the oral description.


