France 1940-1950: The Occupation and post-war years edwuqos

June 1940-May 1945
Traduisez en francais

For more than four years of World War Il, from 1940, the Vendée was occupied by German
forces, who commandeered the coastline and denied access to many villages along it.
Frenchmen who had been in the army at the time of the fall of France in 1940 became
prisoners of war, and spent many years in captivity in Germany. Vestiges of the defences
that made up Hitler's impregnable “Atlantic Wall", built by slave labour, can be seen on the
beaches at Pont-Jaunay, Jard and other places. Especially interesting places to visit are the
Grand Blockhaus, across the Loire at Batz and the vast submarine base at St-Nazaire.
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