
Area of Study 4: Popular Music
Every Breath You Take – Teacher Sheet

Words and Music by Sting

TEACHING POINTS: 

Metre 
Sonority (Rock & Orchestral Instruments, Vocal Ranges & Techniques) 
Tempo 
Rhythm (Off-beat) 
Form and Structure (Riff & Ostinato) 
Melody (Blue note) 
Harmony (Cadences) 
Dynamics 
Tonality 
Musical Styles (Rock/Pop)

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:  

For the video which accompanies this song, here is the link: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMOGaugKpzs
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1) What is the time signature of this piece?  (Underline one).

4/4 (four crotchet beats per bar)  12/8 (twelve quaver beats per bar)
3/4 (three crotchet beats per bar) 9/8 (nine quaver beats per bar)

 
2) Which one of the following instruments does NOT play in the introduction?

Electric Guitar  Drum Kit  Acoustic Guitar  Bass Guitar

 
3) What type of voice sings the melody throughout this song? 

Soprano (high female)           Alto (low female)           Tenor (high male)          Bass (low male)

 
4) How would you describe the speed of this piece?

Allegro (Quick)                    Andante (Walking Pace)                    Adagio (Slow)

 
5) During Link 1, which family of instruments (played on a synthesizer) accompanies the 
lead vocalist?

Strings  Woodwind   Brass   Percussion

 
6) During the Bridge, which words of each line are the most syncopated (off-beat)?

The words at the start                    The words in the middle                    The words at the end

 
7) Which of the following musical features is NOT present during V4 / V5?

The electric guitar plays the main riff (a short repeating idea used in Jazz and Popular Music)
The vocalists provide an ascending ostinato (a repeating idea)
The piano plays a single repetitive note on the off-beats of each bar
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8) During Link 2, which word is sung using a blue note (a note sung at a slightly different 
pitch than standard)?

step
 

9) Identify the type of cadence (chord progression) used to end Verse 6.

Perfect  Plagal   Imperfect   Interrupted  
(V – I)   (IV – I)   (I/ii/IV/vi – V)   (V – vi)

 
10) Which section of the piece has the loudest dynamic?

Bridge

 
11) How are the words set to the music for the majority of the piece?

Syllabically (each syllable of text is matched to a single note)
Melismatically (a single syllable moves between different notes)

 
12) Identify the tonality of this piece.

Minor     Major

 
Total  .... / 12


