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Component 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 

Theme 1: Issues of Relationships: Content from a Jewish Perspective 

Where references are very long, the most relevant sections have been highlighted. 
 
Torah references mostly taken from Bible.ort.org 
Some have been taken from https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org 
 

Relationships Deuteronomy 24:1-4  
1 When a man marries a woman or possesses her, if she is displeasing to 
him [or] if he has evidence of sexual misconduct on her part, he shall write 
her a bill of divorce and place it in her hand, thus releasing her from his 
household.  
2 When she thus leaves his household, she may go and marry another 
man.  
3 However, if her second husband hates her, and therefore writes her a bill 
of divorce, placing it in her hand and releasing her from his household, or 
if her second husband dies,  
4 then her first husband who divorced her cannot remarry her, since she is 
now forbidden to him. To do so would be repulsive to God, and you must 
not bring immorality to the land that God your Lord is giving you as a 
heritage. 
 
Exodus 20:14 
14 Do not be envious of your neighbour's house. Do not be envious of your 
neighbour's wife, his slave, his maid, his ox, his donkey, or anything else 
that is your neighbour's. 

Sexual 
Relationships 

Leviticus 18:22 
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Bible/Leviticus18.html 
22 Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind; it is abomination. 
 
Leviticus 20:13 
13 And if a man lie with mankind, as with womankind, both of them have 
committed abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall 
be upon them. 

Issues of 
equality: 
gender 
prejudice and 
discrimination 

 
 

 

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Bible/Leviticus18.html


 

3 
 

Component 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 

Theme 2: Issues of Life and Death: Content from a Jewish Perspective 

The world Genesis 1 and 2  
The beginning 
1 In the beginning God created heaven and earth. 
2 The earth was without form and empty, with darkness on the face of the 
depths, but God's spirit moved on the water's surface. 
3 God said, 'There shall be light,' and light came into existence. 
4 God saw that the light was good, and God divided between the light and 
the darkness. 
5 God named the light 'Day,' and the darkness He named 'Night.' It was 
evening and it was morning, one day. 
  
The Second Day 
6 God said, 'There shall be a sky in the middle of the water, and it shall 
divide between water and water.' 
7 God [thus] made the sky, and it separated the water below the sky from 
the water above the sky. It remained that way. 
8 God named the sky 'Heaven.' It was evening and it was morning, a second 
day. 
  
The Third Day 
9 God said, 'The waters under the heaven shall be gathered to one place, 
and dry land shall be seen.' It happened. 
10 God named the dry land 'Earth,' and the gatherings of water, He named 
'Seas.' God saw that it was good. 
11 God said, 'The earth shall send forth vegetation. Seedbearing plants and 
fruit trees that produce their own kinds of fruits with seeds shall be on the 
earth.' It happened. 
12 The earth sent forth vegetation, plants bearing their own kinds of seeds, 
and trees producing fruits containing their own kinds of seeds. God saw 
that it was good. 
13 It was evening and it was morning, a third day. 
  
The Fourth Day 
14 God said, 'There shall be lights in the heavenly sky to divide between day 
and night. They shall serve as omens [and define] festivals, days and years. 
15 They shall be lights in the heavenly sky, to shine on the earth.' It 
happened. 
16 God [thus] made the two large lights, the greater light to rule the day, 
and the smaller light to rule the night. [He also made] the stars. 
17 God placed them in the heavenly sky to shine on the earth, 
18 to rule by day and by night, and to divide between the light and the 
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darkness. God saw that it was good. 
19 It was evening and it was morning, a fourth day. 
  
The Fifth Day 
20 God said, 'The water shall teem with swarms of living creatures. Flying 
creatures shall fly over the land, on the face of the heavenly sky.' 
21 God [thus] created the great sea monsters, along with every particular 
species of living thing that crawls, with which the waters teem, and every 
particular species of winged flying creature. God saw that it was good. 
22 God blessed them, saying, 'Be fruitful and become many, and fill the 
waters of the seas. Let the flying creatures multiply on the land.' 
23 It was evening and it was morning, a fifth day. 
  
The Sixth Day 
24 God said, 'The earth shall bring forth particular species of living 
creatures, particular species of livestock, land animals, and beasts of the 
earth.' It happened. 
25 God [thus] made particular species of beasts of the earth, particular 
species of livestock, and particular species of animals that walk the land. 
God saw that it was good. 
26 God said, 'Let us make man with our image and likeness. Let him 
dominate the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock animals, 
and all the earth - and every land animal that walks the earth.' 
27 God [thus] created man with His image. In the image of God, He created 
him, male and female He created them. 
28 God blessed them. God said to them, 'Be fertile and become many. Fill 
the land and conquer it. Dominate the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, 
and every beast that walks the land. 
29 God said, 'Behold, I have given you every seedbearing plant on the face 
of the earth, and every tree that has seedbearing fruit. It shall be to you for 
food. 
30 For every beast of the field, every bird of the sky, and everything that 
walks the land, that has in it a living soul, all plant vegetation shall be food.' 
It remained that way. 
31 God saw all that he had made, and behold, it was very good. It was 
evening and it was morning, the sixth day. 
 
 
Genesis 2 
The Sabbath 
1 Heaven and earth, and all their components, were [thus] completed. 
2 With the seventh day, God finished all the work that He had done. He 
[thus] ceased on the seventh day from all the work that He had been 
doing. 
3 God blessed the seventh day, and He declared it to be holy, for it was on 
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this day that God ceased from all the work that He had been creating [so 
that it would continue] to function. 
  
Man; the First Sin 
4 These are the chronicles of heaven and earth when they were created, 
on the day God completed earth and heaven. 
5 All the wild shrubs did not yet exist on the earth, and all the wild plants 
had not yet sprouted. This was because God had not brought rain on the 
earth, and there was no man to work the ground. 
6 A mist rose up from the earth, and it watered the entire surface of the 
ground. 
7 God formed man out of dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils a breath of life. Man [thus] became a living creature. 
8 God planted a garden in Eden to the east. There He placed the man that 
He had formed. 
9 God made grow out of the ground every tree that is pleasant to look at 
and good to eat, [including] the Tree of Life in the middle of the garden, 
and the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil. 
10.... .... 
15 God took the man and placed him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
watch it. 
16 God gave the man a commandment, saying, 'You may definitely eat from 
every tree of the garden. 
17 But from the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil, do not eat, for on the 
day you eat from it, you will definitely die.' 
18 God said, 'It is not good for man to be alone. I will make a compatible 
helper for him.' 
19 God had formed every wild beast and every bird of heaven out of the 
ground. He [now] brought [them] to the man to see what he would name 
each one. Whatever the man called each living thing [would] remain its 
name. 
20 The man named every livestock animal and bird of the sky, as well as all 
the wild beasts. But the man did not find a helper who was compatible for 
him. 
21 God then made the man fall into a deep state of unconsciousness, and 
he slept. He took one of his ribs and closed the flesh in its place. 
22 God built the rib that he took from the man into a woman, and He 
brought her to the man. 
23 The man said, 'Now this is bone from my bones and flesh from my flesh. 
She shall be called Woman (Ishah) because she was taken from man (ish).' 
24 A man shall therefore leave his father and mother and be united with his 
wife, and they shall become one flesh. 
25 The man and his wife were both naked, but they were not embarrassed 
by one another. 
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Honi from the Talmud (Avot d'Rebbe/Rabbi Natan 31b)  
http://www.on1foot.org/text/avot-de-rabbi-natan-31 
 
Rabbi Yohanan Ben Zakai used to say: "If you have a sapling in your hand 
and they tell you 'The Messiah is coming!' first plant the sapling and then 
go to greet him."  
 
Teachings of Maimonides' 13 Principles (no. 10) 
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/332555/jewish/Maimonides-
13-Principles-of-Faith.htm 
10. The belief in G-d’s omniscience and providence. 
 

The origin and 
value of 
human life 

The Talmud (B. Yoma 84b) 
http://juchre.org/talmud/yoma/yoma4.htm#84b 
BECAUSE IT IS A POSSIBILITY OF DANGER TO HUMAN LIFE. Why was it 
necessary to add ‘AND WHEREVER THERE IS DANGER TO HUMAN LIFE, 
THE LAWS OF THE SABBATH ARE SUSPENDED?-Rab Judah in the name of 
Rab said: Not only in the case of a danger [to human life] on this Sabbath, 
but even in the case of a danger on the following Sabbath. 

6 ...Thus also was it taught: One may warm water for a sick person on the 
Sabbath, both for the purpose of giving him a drink or of refreshing him, 
and not only for [this] one Sabbath did they rule thus, but also for the 
following one. Nor do we say: Let us wait, because perchance he will get 
well, but we warm the water for him immediately, because the possibility 
of danger to human life renders inoperative the laws of the Sabbath, not 
only in case of such possibility on this one Sabbath, but also in case of 
such possibility on another Sabbath. Nor are these things to be done by 
Gentiles or minors, but by Jewish adults. 

Ethics of the Fathers 4:22 
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2032/jewish/Chapter-
Four.htm 
He would also say: Those who are born will die, and the dead will live. The 
living will be judged, to learn, to teach and to comprehend that He is G-d, 
He is the former, He is the creator, He is the comprehender, He is the 
judge, He is the witness, He is the plaintiff, and He will judge. Blessed is He, 
for before Him there is no wrong, no forgetting, no favouritism, and no 
taking of bribes; know, that everything is according to the reckoning. Let 
not your heart convince you that the grave is your escape; for against your 
will you are formed, against your will you are born, against your will you 
live, against your will you die, and against your will you are destined to give 
a judgement and accounting before the king, king of all kings, the Holy 
One, blessed be He. 
 

http://www.on1foot.org/text/avot-de-rabbi-natan-31
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/332555/jewish/Maimonides-13-Principles-of-Faith.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/332555/jewish/Maimonides-13-Principles-of-Faith.htm
http://juchre.org/talmud/yoma/yoma4.htm#84b
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2032/jewish/Chapter-Four.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2032/jewish/Chapter-Four.htm
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Mishnah Oholot 7.6  
http://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Oholot.7.6?lang=en&layout=lines&sidebar
Lang=all 
A woman who was having trouble giving birth, they cut up the foetus 
inside her and take it out limb by limb, because her life comes before its 
life. If most of it had come out already they do not touch it because we do 
not push off one life for another. 
 

Beliefs about 
death and the 
afterlife 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Oholot.7.6?lang=en&layout=lines&sidebarLang=all
http://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Oholot.7.6?lang=en&layout=lines&sidebarLang=all
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Component 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 

Theme 3: Issues of Good and Evil: Content from a Jewish Perspective 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Leviticus 24:17-20 
17 One who takes a human life must be put to death. 
18 If one kills an animal, he must pay for it, [the value of] a life for a life. 
19 If one maims his neighbour, he must be penalized accordingly. 
20 Thus, full compensation must be paid for a fracture or the loss of an eye 
or a tooth. If one inflicts injury on another person, he must [pay as if the 
same injury were] inflicted on him. 
 
Exodus 20:13 
13 Do not commit murder. Do not commit adultery. Do not steal. Do not 
testify as a false witness against your neighbour. 

Forgiveness  Micah 7:18  
www.chabad.org 
18 Who is a God like You, Who forgives iniquity and passes over the 
transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He does not maintain His 
anger forever, for He desires loving-kindness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chabad.org/
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Good, Evil and 
Suffering 

Berakhot 9:5 
http://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Berakhot.9.5?lang=he-
en&layout=heLeft&sidebarLang=all 
A person is obligated to bless upon the bad just as he blesses upon the 
good. As it says, “And you shall love the Lord your God, with all your heart 
and all your soul and with all that you have.” (Deut. 6:5) “With all your 
heart” – with your two inclinations, with the inclination of good and the 
inclination of evil. “ 
Avodah Zarah, 3b 
http://halakhah.com/pdf/nezikin/Avodah_Zarah.pdf 
Why is man here compared to the fishes of the sea? To tell you, just as the 
fishes of the sea, as soon as they come on to dry land, die, so also man, as 
soon as he abandons the Torah and the precepts [incurs destruction]. 
Another explanation: Just as the fishes of the sea, as soon as the sun 
scorches them, die; so man, when struck by the sun, dies. ....but the Holy 
One, blessed be He, brings the sun out of its sheath, so that it is fierce: the 
wicked are punished by it, the righteous are healed by it. The wicked are 
punished... 
 
Deuteronomy 30:15-19 
15 See! Today I have set before you [a free choice] between life and good 
[on one side], and death and evil [on the other].  
16 I have commanded you today to love God your Lord, to walk in His 
paths, and to keep His commandments, decrees and laws. You will then 
survive and flourish, and God your Lord will bless you in the land that you 
are about to occupy.  
17 But if your heart turns aside and you do not listen, you will be led astray 
to bow down to foreign gods and worship them.  
18 I am warning you today, that [if you do that] you will be utterly 
exterminated. You will not last very long in the land which you are crossing 
the Jordan and coming to occupy.  
19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses! Before you I have placed life and 
death, the blessing and the curse. You must choose life, so that you and 
your descendants will survive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Berakhot.9.5?lang=he-en&layout=heLeft&sidebarLang=all
http://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Berakhot.9.5?lang=he-en&layout=heLeft&sidebarLang=all
http://halakhah.com/pdf/nezikin/Avodah_Zarah.pdf
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Component 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 

Theme 4: Issues of Human Rights: Content from a Jewish Perspective 

Human Rights 
and Social 
Justice 

Genesis 1:26-27 
26 God said, 'Let us make man with our image and likeness. Let him 
dominate the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock animals, 
and all the earth - and every land animal that walks the earth.' 
27 God [thus] created man with His image. In the image of God, He created 
him, male and female He created them. 

Prejudice and 
discrimination 

Mishnah Sanhedrin 4.5b 
 http://www.on1foot.org/text/mishna-sanhedrin-45 
Therefore, humans were created singly, to teach you that whoever 
destroys a single soul [of Israel], Scripture accounts it as if he had 
destroyed a full world; and whoever saves one soul of Israel, Scripture 
accounts it as if [s]he had saved a full world.  

Issues of 
wealth and 
poverty 

Maimonides' Eight Levels of Charity 
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/45907/jewish/Eight-Levels-
of-Charity.htm 
1 The greatest level, above which there is no greater, is to support a fellow 
Jew by endowing him with a gift or loan, or entering into a partnership with 
him, or finding employment for him, in order to strengthen his hand until 
he need no longer be dependent upon others . . . 
2 A lesser level of charity than this is to give to the poor without knowing to 
whom one gives, and without the recipient knowing from who he received. 
For this is performing a mitzvah solely for the sake of Heaven. This is like 
the “anonymous fund” that was in the Holy Temple [in Jerusalem]. There 
the righteous gave in secret, and the good poor profited in secret. Giving 
to a charity fund is similar to this mode of charity, though one should not 
contribute to a charity fund unless one knows that the person appointed 
over the fund is trustworthy and wise and a proper administrator, like 
Rabbi Chananyah ben Teradyon. 
3 A lesser level of charity than this is when one knows to whom one gives, 
but the recipient does not know his benefactor. The greatest sages used 
to walk about in secret and put coins in the doors of the poor. It is worthy 
and truly good to do this, if those who are responsible for distributing 
charity are not trustworthy. 
4 A lesser level of charity than this is when one does not know to whom 
one gives, but the poor person does know his benefactor. The greatest 
sages used to tie coins into their robes and throw them behind their 
backs, and the poor would come up and pick the coins out of their robes, 
so that they would not be ashamed. 
 

http://www.on1foot.org/text/mishna-sanhedrin-45
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/45907/jewish/Eight-Levels-of-Charity.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/45907/jewish/Eight-Levels-of-Charity.htm
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5 A lesser level than this is when one gives to the poor person directly into 
his hand, but gives before being asked. 
6 A lesser level than this is when one gives to the poor person after being 
asked. 
7 A lesser level than this is when one gives inadequately, but gives gladly 
and with a smile. 
8 A lesser level than this is when one gives unwillingly. 

 
 


