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Component 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 

Theme 1: Issues of Relationships: Content from a Hindu Perspective 

Where references are very long, the most relevant sections have been highlighted. 

Relationships  

Sexual 
Relationships 

Bhagavata Purana 5.5.8   
http://www.vedabase.com/en/sb/5/5 
The attraction between male and female is the basic principle of material 
existence. On the basis of this misconception, which ties together the 
hearts of the male and female, one becomes attracted to his body, home, 
property, children, relatives and wealth. In this way one increases life’s 
illusions and thinks in terms of “I and mine.” 

Issues of 
equality: 
gender 
prejudice and 
discrimination 

Manusmriti 2. 67-68 
http://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/manu/manu02.htm 
67 The nuptial ceremony is stated to be the Vedic sacrament for women 
(and to be equal to the initiation), serving the husband (equivalent to) the 
residence in (the house of the) teacher, and the household duties (the 
same) as the (daily) worship of the sacred fire. 
68 Thus has been described the rule for the initiation of the twice-born, 
which indicates a (new) birth, and sanctifies; learn (now) to what duties 
they must afterwards apply themselves. 
 
Manusmriti 5. 147 – 155 
147 By a girl, by a young woman, or even by an aged one, nothing must be 
done independently, even in her own house. 
148 In childhood a female must be subject to her father, in youth to her 
husband, when her lord is dead to her sons; a woman must never be 
independent. 
149 She must not seek to separate herself from her father, husband, or 
sons; by leaving them she would make both (her own and her husband's) 
families contemptible. 
150 She must always be cheerful, clever in (the management of her) 
household affairs, careful in cleaning her utensils, and economical in 
expenditure. 
151 Him to whom her father may give her, or her brother with the father's 
permission, she shall obey as long as he lives, and when he is dead, she 
must not insult (his memory). 
152 For the sake of procuring good fortune to (brides), the recitation of 
benedictory texts (svastyayana), and the sacrifice to the Lord of creatures 
(Pragapati) are used at weddings; (but) the betrothal (by the father or 
guardian) is the cause of (the husband's) dominion (over his wife). 
153 The husband who wedded her with sacred texts, always gives 

http://www.vedabase.com/en/sb/5/5
http://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/manu/manu02.htm
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happiness to his wife, both in season and out of season, in this world and 
in the next. 
154 Though destitute of virtue, or seeking pleasure (elsewhere), or devoid of 
good qualities, (yet) a husband must be constantly worshipped as a god by 
a faithful wife. 
155 No sacrifice, no vow, no fast must be performed by women apart (from 
their husbands); if a wife obeys her husband, she will for that (reason 
alone) be exalted in heaven. 
 
Manusmriti 9. 72-81 
72 Though (a man) may have accepted a damsel in due form, he may 
abandon (her if she be) blemished, diseased, or deflowered, and (if she 
have been) given with fraud. 
73 ... 
76 If the husband went abroad for some sacred duty, (she) must wait for 
him eight years, if (he went) to (acquire) learning or fame six (years), if (he 
went) for pleasure three years. 
77For one year let a husband bear with a wife who hates him; but after (the 
lapse of) a year let him deprive her of her property and cease to cohabit 
with her. 
78 She who shows disrespect to (a husband) who is addicted to (some evil) 
passion, is a drunkard, or diseased, shall be deserted for three months 
(and be) deprived of her ornaments and furniture. 
79 But she who shows aversion towards a mad or outcast (husband), a 
eunuch, one destitute of manly strength, or one afflicted with such 
diseases as punish crimes, shall neither be cast off nor be deprived of her 
property. 
80 She who drinks spirituous liquor, is of bad conduct, rebellious, diseased, 
mischievous, or wasteful, may at any time be superseded (by another 
wife). 
81 A barren wife may be superseded in the eighth year... 
 
Manusmriti 9. 192-194 
192 But when the mother has died, all the uterine brothers and the uterine 
sisters shall equally divide the mother's estate. 
193 Even to the daughters of those (daughters) something should be given, 
as is seemly, out of the estate of their maternal grandmother, on the score 
of affection. 
194 What (was given) before the (nuptial) fire, what (was given) on the bridal 
procession, what was given in token of love, and what was received from 
her brother, mother, or father, that is called the sixfold property of a 
woman. 
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Component 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 

Theme 2: Issues of Life and Death: Content from a Hindu Perspective 

The world Hymn of Creation (Rig Veda) 
http://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/rigveda/rv10129.htm 
1 THEN was not non-existent nor existent: there was no realm of air, no sky 
beyond it. What covered in, and where? and what gave shelter? Was water 
there, unfathomed depth of water? 
2 Death was not then, nor was there aught immortal: no sign was there, 
the day's and night's divider. That One Thing, breathless, breathed by its 
own nature: apart from it was nothing whatsoever. 
3 ...7 He, the first origin of this creation... 
 
Bhagavata Purana 12.4.4 
http://www.vedabase.com/en/sb/12/4 
This is called the naimittika, or occasional, annihilation, during which the 
original creator, Lord Nārāyaṇa, lies down upon the bed of Ananta Śeṣa 
and absorbs the entire universe within Himself while Lord Brahmā sleeps. 
 
Bhagavad Gita 11:7 
Oh, Arjuna, behold at once the whole universe of moving and stationary 
beings situated in only one part in this body of Mine and whatever else 
you wish to see.  
 
Bhagavata Purana 7.14.9 
http://www.vedabase.com/en/sb/7/14 
One should treat animals such as deer, camels, asses, monkeys, mice, 
snakes, birds and flies exactly like one’s own son. How little difference 
there actually is between children and these innocent animals. 
 
Bhagavad Gita 7:10 
O Arjuna, try to understand me as the eternal origin of all living entities.  I 
am the wisdom of the spiritually intelligent and the prowess of the 
powerful. 

The origin and 
value of 
human life 

Bhagavad Gita 2:17 
17 But know that by whom this entire body is pervaded, is indestructible.  
No one is able to cause the destruction of the imperishable soul. 
 
Bhagavad Gita 18:61 
61 Within the hearts of all living entities, resides the Supreme Lord, O 
Arjuna and by the potency of the illusory energy orchestrates the 
movements of all living entities like figurines on a carousel. 
 

http://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/rigveda/rv10129.htm
http://www.vedabase.com/en/sb/12/4
http://www.vedabase.com/en/sb/7/14
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Yajur Veda 40-43  
The one who tries to escape from the trials of life by committing suicide 
will suffer even more in the next life. 

Beliefs about 
death and the 
afterlife 

Bhagavad Gita 2: 12-13 
12 Certainly never at any time did I not exist, nor you, nor all these kings 
and certainly never shall we cease to exist in the future.  
13 Just as in the physical body of the embodied being is the process of 
childhood, youth and old age; similarly by the transmigration from one 
body to another the wise are never deluded. 
 
Bhagavad Gita  2:22 
22 Just as a man giving up old worn out garments accepts another new 
apparel, in the same way the embodied soul giving up old and worn out 
bodies verily accepts new bodies. 
 
Bhagavad Gita 2:27 
27 For one who has taken birth, death is certain and for one who is dead, 
birth is certain; therefore you ought not to lament for an inevitable 
situation. 
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Component 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 

Theme 3: Issues of Good and Evil: Content from a Hindu Perspective 

Crime and 
Punishment 

 

Forgiveness   

Good, Evil and 
Suffering 

Bhagavata Purana 6.1.45 
In proportion to the extent of one’s religious or irreligious actions in this 
life, one must enjoy or suffer the corresponding reactions of his karma in 
the next. 
 
Bhagavad Gita 14.17 
17 From goodness develops wisdom, from passion greed and certainly 
from ignorance delusion and illusion arise with nescience. 
 
Brahma Sutras, 2.1.34-36  
http://www.advaita-vedanta.org/archives/advaita-l/2003-
October/012293.html 
"No partiality and cruelty (can be charged against God) because of (His) 
taking other factors into consideration." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.advaita-vedanta.org/archives/advaita-l/2003-October/012293.html
http://www.advaita-vedanta.org/archives/advaita-l/2003-October/012293.html
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Component 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 

Theme 4: Issues of Human Rights: Content from a Hindu Perspective 

Human Rights 
and Social 
Justice 

 

Prejudice and 
discrimination 

Rig Veda 10:90 
http://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/rigveda/rv10090.htm 
All creatures are one-fourth of him, three-fourths eternal life in heaven. 
 
Manusmriti 9.149-157 
149 If there be four wives of a Brahmana in the direct order of the castes, 
the rule for the division (of the estate) among the sons born of them is as 
follows: 
150 The (slave) who tills (the field), the bull kept for impregnating cows, the 
vehicle, the ornaments, and the house shall be given as an additional 
portion to the Brahmana (son), and one most excellent share. 
151 Let the son of the Brahmana (wife) take three shares of the (remainder 
of the) estate, the son of the Kshatriya two, the son of the Vaisya a share 
and a half, and the son of the Sudra may take one share. 
152 Or let him who knows the law make ten shares of the whole estate, and 
justly distribute them according to the following rule: 
153 The Brahmana (son) shall take four shares, son of the Kshatriya (wife) 
three, the son of the Vaisya shall have two parts, the son of the Sudra may 
take one share. 
154 Whether (a Brahmana) have sons or have no sons (by wives of the 
twice-born castes), the (heir) must, according to the law, give to the son of 
a Sudra (wife) no more than a tenth (part of his estate). 
155 The son of a Brahmana, a Kshatriya, and a Vaisya by a Sudra (wife) 
receives no share of the inheritance; whatever his father may give to him, 
that shall be his property. 
156 All the sons of twice-born men, born of wives of the same caste, shall 
equally divide the estate, after the others have given to the eldest an 
additional share. 
157 For a Sudra is ordained a wife of his own caste only (and) no other; 
those born of her shall have equal shares, even if there be a hundred 
sons. 
 

Issues of 
wealth and 
poverty 

 

 

http://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/rigveda/rv10090.htm

