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Jesus Was Just an Ordinary Man - Trial

LESSON PLAN

Subject of Lesson: ‘Jesus was just an ordinary man’ – The Trial

Context of Lesson: 
Eduqas GCSE Religious Studies 
Component 2 – Christianity, Beliefs and Teachings
Area of Study – Jesus Christ

Focus is on question 1D from Sample Assessment Materials:
“Jesus was just an ordinary man.”  [15 + 6] Discuss this statement showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your an-
swer).   

Learning Objectives: 
• To work co-constructively to discuss and formulate judgements on the issue of 
whether or not Jesus was just an ordinary man.

Resources:
• Starter slides – compare images and set out central question for trial
• Trial proformas 
• Sticky notes or a voting app for plenary

Content of Lesson:

Phase Activity

Starter:
Engage

Comparison of images – visual literacy activity to engage interest 
and encourage learners to make judgements
Suggestions: 
• Use the ‘think/pair/share’ model to ensure thinking time 
and enable a range of responses
• Teacher could facilitate a metacognitive discussion to en-
able learners to engage with the process of formulating judge-
ments
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Development
Explore

Split the class into groups of around 3 to 5; the groups will make 
up a panel of judges, a defence team and an opposition team
You may double up on each of these for larger classes and the 
trial can take place twice in the lesson.

There can be more than one defence and opposition groups, pan-
el of judges. Each group will need a scribe, a reader and a spokes-
person
Give at least 15 minutes for the groups to prepare their cases. The 
judges will also have this time to peruse the evidence.

Defence and oppositions groups present their cases to the panel 
of judges.

Judges retire to consider their verdict. Whilst they do so, the rest 
of the class completes WWW/EBI reflection on their performance

Judges deliver verdict with reasons.

Plenary:
Reflect/
consolidate

Class graph – personal verdict, to be done with sticky notes or 
voting app, if preferred.

Homework Attempt question 1D at home


