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‘Pilgrimage to Amritsar should not be a priority‘
Here are a number of reasons why pilgrimage is important, along with some counter-arguments. Separate them into two categories,
those for and those against the statement. Rank the two piles from which you think is the most significant reason to least significant
reason. Explain your choice of most and least significant reason. 

Going on a pilgrimage to Amritsar allows a
devotee to bathe in the ‘pool of nectar’ and
doing so will take away sins. This leaves a
devotee feeling spiritually refreshed.

Amritsar, while a symbol of the Maharaja’s
patronage, is not as important as Anandpur
where the Panj Piaras (and khalsa) was
formed. It would be much more beneficial to
a Sikh to trace the steps of those who were
willing to die for their faith.

Granthis are at the local gurdwara to guide
Sikhs through communal worship and to help
translate sacred texts. This will allow the  
devotee to connect with God and use the 
money saved for another purpose, e.g.  
charity.

The money spent going on pilgrimage would
be better spent on helping others. This in turn
would gain spiritual benefit for the devotee
through the accumulation of good karma.
Acts of kindness (sewa) to others should be
the priority.

Attending the Harmandir allows Sikhs to par-
take in the ultimate acts of humility; walking
down the steps to the level of the Harmandir
shows that gurmukh is attained through sub-
mission to God and through humility or sewa
at the langar.

Going on pilgrimage to any site of sacred sig-
nificance allows a devotee to join others from
their community in communal worship. It also
gives a devotee time away from their busy
lives to reflect on spiritual growth.

Amritsar is one of the holiest cities on earth
for Sikhs. Attending the Harmandir, a symbol
of the Maharaja’s patronage during times of
conflict, allows Sikhs to connect with their
ancestors’ fight and show gratitude to the
Maharaja.

The Harmandir at Amritsar is a symbol of the
rejection of the Hindu caste system and a
symbol of equality. The four gates represent
the rejection of the four castes and offer an
invitation to all travellers from every direction.

Although kirtan is performed throughout the
day,and would be worth seeing, it could also
be performed in the local gurdwara without
the distractions of tourists and pilgrims
around you.

Research another place of pilgrimage for Sikhs (perhaps Anandpur) and 
compare and contrast what happens at both places and why. 
 Use the venn diagram to help you.

Read the article and watch the videos found at
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-26027631.
Complete a thinking hats activity once you have read it.
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AGREE
REASONS PILGRIMAGE SHOULD NOT BE A PRIORITY

DISAGREE
REASONS PILGRIMAGE SHOULD BE A PRIORITY

‘Pilgrimage to Amritsar should not be a priority‘
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The similarities and differences between
practices at two different sites of Sikh pilgrimage.

SITE OF PILGRIMAGE:
AMRITSAR

SITE OF PILGRIMAGE

SIMILARITIES
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Thinking Hats  |  Separating My Thinking

What does the article teach me that  
I did not know before?

What are the positives of the article’s subject? What are the negatives of the article’s subject?

What were/are the alternatives to dilemmas raised 
through the article?

What do I feel about the subject of the article?  
Explain your answer.

What interesting questions can I think of, relating to 
this topic?


