
©2015 - WJEC / CBAC

Romantic poetry

It might seem strange, having discussed how the Romantics were drawn to 
other countries, their landscapes and their cultures to start with Blake- the 
earliest of our poets and one who never strayed far from his native London.

However, for reasons which should become apparent, he might be very 
accessible to the modern reader.

A good place to start might be to consider London in the present day.

    Look at the Digital resource London, then and now. 

William Blake

Possible prompts
• What do you think of when you think of London today? 

• Think of the city’s appearance: civic buildings, places of 
  entertainment, places of worship, street layout, traffic conditions, 
  housing.

• Consider London as the seat of government and as a business hub.

• What social problems spring to mind?

• Think about the racial and cultural make-up of the city.
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Romantic poetry

Surprisingly, lots of your ideas would be no different if we were to consider 
London in Blake’s time.

• Of course, the Thames still flowed through the city and Parliament was a 
  mighty feature next to Westminster Bridge.

• Churches, theatres and Law Courts were major landmarks.

• Poverty and wretchedness sat side by side with wealth and power. The 
  city was dirty, disease-ridden and the vulnerable were exploited . There  
  was a sense that those in power had little care for those they served.

• Many were driven to lives of crime or semi-criminal activity. Prostitution  
  was rife.

• The population in the capital city would have been more of a melting-  
  pot than anywhere else in the country.
      http://www.geographicus.com/P/AntiqueMap/London-sayer- 

Reading and thinking about this article has probably made you feel that 
many of the issues about which we are concerned today were equally 
prevalent when Blake was writing. You should now be ready to look at one 
of his shorter poems.
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