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Romantic poetry

Using the digital biographies resource, (insert link to digital resource) click 
on the picture of Lord Byron and read a little about his life and works.

There be none of Beauty’s daughters is a short, lyrical poem. It has been 
set to music by numerous composers and a reading of the poem will 
probably make apparent why this has been the case. Beauty is personified 
in line 1 by the poet and, in the rest of the poem he is addressing one of her 
“daughters”.

Before you read the poem:

Lord Byron

Look at the following images :

Tom Jolliffe [CC BY-SA 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], 
via Wikimedia Commons
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“Moonrise on Hobart Bay - NOAA”. 
Licensed under Public Domain via Wikimedia Commons 

 By Alessandro Zangrilli (Own work) [Public domain], 
via Wikimedia Commons
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What do these images have in common?
What mood do they evoke?

Why/ how? (prompt: consider the colours used, the associations with each 
of these images)

Think of other images/ ideas which evoke the same feel. What key words 
sum up these images? 

Read the poem and then attempt the tasks which appear below.

There be none of Beauty’s daughters
With a magic like thee;

And like music on the waters
Is thy sweet voice to me :

When, as if its sound were causing
The charmed ocean’s pausing,

The waves lie still and gleaming,
And the lull’d winds seem dreaming:

And the midnight moon is weaving
Her bright chain o’er the deep,
Whose breast is gently heaving

As an infant’s asleep:
So the spirit bows before thee

To Listen and adore thee;
With a full but soft emotion,

Like the swell of summer’s ocean.

Now read the poem a second time with a focus on the highlighted 
words:

• ‘Beauty’, ‘magic’, ‘waters’, ‘waves lie still’, lull’d winds’, ‘dreaming’, 
‘midnight moon’, ‘weaving’, ‘gently heaving’, ‘infant’s asleep’, ‘soft’, ‘swell’
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Finish the sentence by choosing options offered for different ways of 
structuring an analytical sentence:

The poem creates a…mood. I know this because the use of the word’…’ 
suggests…
              the poet’s use of ‘…’ implies…
                         highlights…
                  reinforces...

Task:

Choose two or three words or phrases from the bank above and, using 
the framework suggested above, write what they suggest/ how they 
contribute to the mood or tone of the poem.

Having thought about the mood, tone and key words in the poem, now 
think about what the poem is about. What ideas and themes can you 
identify in the poem?

Possible Prompts

• Who is the speaker of the poem?

• Is it addressed to someone specific?

• How do you know this?

• What does the speaker think of the addressee?

• What words or phrases from the poem tell you this?

• What themes can you identify in the poem? Provide examples from the   
  text to support your ideas. 

• Next closely focus on the language used.
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Task:

How does the writer show the adoration felt?

Possible Prompts
• Look at the similes used in the poem. Identify what is being compared   
  to:
  1. ‘music on the waters’, 
  2. ‘an infant’s asleep’,
  3. ‘the swell of Summer’s ocean’. 

• With what does the speaker compare the addressee? 

• Are these comparisons peaceful, natural and beautiful or violent, ugly 
  and unpleasant? 

• How else could you describe these comparisons?

Suggested Responses

A child sleeping suggests innocence.

A summer’s ocean shows the beauty of the natural world.

Music, and the use of sound, is sensual.
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Task:

In small groups, experiment with reading the poem out loud.

Possible Prompts

• Take turns to read the whole poem.

• Read the poem, one line each at a time.

• Focus on lines 5-9: try reading it aggressively and loudly, then calmly 
  and softly. Which is the most effective? Why?

• What does it remind you of/ sound like?

•  A pop song?
•  A rap?
•  A lullaby? What associations do they have?

• Innocent, peaceful and childlike?
• Harsh and severe?

Task:

Look at the final four lines of the poem. Which words show that the 
speaker reveres the addressee?

‘bows before thee”
‘adore”

In what other context could you use these words?

    Encourage religion.

Jot down ideas about how Byron’s religious beliefs may have influenced 
his writing of these lines.

Task:

Write a paragraph describing the ways in which ‘There be none of Beauty’s 
daughters’ highlights ideas of Romanticism. 
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