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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION -   The Story of Lourdes
Bernadette Soubirous was born in Lourdes in January 1844, the oldest child in a large family.  Her father was a miller but due to lack of business, the family lived in poverty.  In February 1858, aged 14, Bernadette was out collecting wood for the fire when she saw a vision of a lady as she passed a rock near a cave or grotto.   

As she walked past the site over the next five months,  she saw this vision seventeen more times, hearing this lady say “I am the Immaculate Conception” on one of those occasions.  Following the lady’s suggestions, Bernadette dug the ground and water spouted out at that spot.  

Soon the news spread that the water had miraculous healing properties and people began to visit the grotto to seek cures for their illnesses from this special water.  By 1862 seven cures were reported and the Bishop of Tarbes confirmed the apparitions following an inquiry. That year a large church was built on the site.
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Bernadette, who had become a celebrity, attracted many curious people, pilgrims and journalists to Lourdes. Although she was constantly questioned she never accepted any money for her story.  In 1864 she became a nun in Nevers, a town in the centre of France.  Often in poor health, she died in April 1879.

Religious buildings
There are now 22 places of worship which have been built around the area where Bernadette saw the vision of the Virgin Mary. 

Built in 1871 and situated at its heart above the Grotto of Massabielle, the Basilique de l’Immaculee Conception is the oldest church in the sanctuary and is able to hold 700 people. 
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In 1889 a second church, the Basilique Notre Dame du Rosaire, was built in the shape of a Greek cross below the grotto.  Although the church itself can hold 1,500 people, it opens onto a vast open air esplanade where up to 80,000 pilgrims can congregate.
To mark the first centenary of the Apparitions, the Basilique Saint Pie X was built entirely underground.  This impressive structure of concrete and steel is 191 metres long by 61 metres wide and can hold 25,000 people.
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Activity
It is interesting to compare the capacities of the main religious buildings in Lourdes with those of other venues.  Think about what the likely capacities of these venues are to complete the table below, using the figures listed underneath.  Your teacher will show you the correct answers once the activity is complete. 

	Venue
	Capacity

	Twickenham Stadium, London
	

	The open air esplanade at Lourdes
	

	Centre Court at Wimbledon
	

	St Paul’s Cathedral, London
	

	Basilique Saint Pie X, Lourdes
	

	Wembley Stadium
	

	Basilique Notre Dame du Rosaire, Lourdes
	

	O2 Arena, London
	

	The Millennium Stadium, Cardiff
	

	Westminster Abbey, London
	



Once you have checked your answers, draw a shape of a church to represent the capacity of the four religious buildings in the table.


Activity – ANSWERS





Teacher handout
	Venue
	Capacity

	Twickenham Stadium, London
	82,000

	The open air esplanade at Lourdes
	80,000

	Centre Court at Wimbledon
	15,000

	St Paul’s Cathedral, London
	2,500

	Basilique Saint Pie X, Lourdes
	25,000

	Wembley Stadium
	90,000

	Basilique Notre Dame du Rosaire, Lourdes
	1,500

	O2 Arena, London
	20,000

	The Millennium Stadium, Cardiff
	72,000

	Westminster Abbey, London
	2,000
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